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To the Right Honourable 


The Lord PET RE. 


MINENCE of Quality 
draws ſome Inconveniencies 
on its Owners, which they 
can no more throw off, than 
Perſons of a lower Rank can 


their Misfortunes. To be 


Virtuous, to be Wiſe, or to excell in any other 
Kind, is as dangerous to a Great Man, as it is 


A to 


T1 4; DEDICATION. 


to a Lady to be diſtinguiſh'd "WM her 3 N | 


ty. Both are ſure to be perſecuted in their 


Turns; and the One will as certainly hear of his 


Accompliſhments, as the Other of her Charms; 


tho' Either, perhaps, would willingly decline the 


e. 


This Caſe, My "RAN . to kay a Noble- 
man under an involuntary Neceſlity ; but there 


18 Another, in which his Virtues conſent to make 


him acceſſary to his own Trouble. The Applica- 
tion of This to Your Lorpsme is very eaſy : 


That great Candour and Benevolence of Heart, 


with Hh You indulged me in ſo unlimited a 
Power of uſing Your Name to my Service, of 


courſe made Way for the Ambition, which I 


had of throwing this little Work at Your Feet. 
And I look upon it to be my particular Happineſs, 


that I am in ſome Meaſure allow'd to make this 


publick Addreſs. So general an Eſteem and Re- 


ſpect is attach'd to Your Lorpsnie's Perſon and 
Character from all Degrees of Men, that, I flat- 
ter myſelf, the following Performance will meet 


with a candid Reception 8 the World, as it has 


the good Fortune to ſhelter itſelf under Vour Pa- 
tronage and Protection. I am 
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I am ſenſible, it mill be no ways agreeable 


to You, My Los, that I ſhould enter, in this 


Place, into a long Detail of the many and great 
Endowments, that are ſo eminently conſpicuous 


in Your LORDöSHIFT ; and which naturally reſult 


from a fine Underſtanding, improved by the Ad- 


vantages of a noble Education. 


But there is One Part of Your LorDpsnie's 


Character I muſt beg Leave to be indulged in 
mentioning, as it does ſo particular an Honour 
to that FacuLTyY, of which I am an unworthy 


Member : I mean, the Progreſs which You have 


made in the no leſs curious, than uſeful, Science 


of BoTany : in which it is generally eſteem'd 


a Point aſt all Conteſt, that Your Lok DSE 
has not many Equals. You ſtand an illuſtrious 
Proof, My LorD, that a Nobleman need not 


be aſhamed of. being a Philoſopher 3 ; or of em- 


ploying ſome Portion of Life in the Cultivating 


of Nature. From that noble Thirſt after the 


Philoſophy of PLAN Ts, we may ſee contrived and 


furniſhed thoſe ſpatious GREENHousEs, in Your 


Gardens at INGATESTONE, and THORNDON : 
A 23 Where 


x17 DEDICATION 


Where the Cox NolssEURS may imagine them- 


| ſelves in the Heart of America, and ſee the 


Product of that Climate grow, and arrive very 
near to its native Perfection. From the ſame 
Fountain ſprings that diſtnguiſh'd Generoſity in 
Your LOoRDSHIF, in Conjunction with ſome o- 
ther Noblemen that think with You, of beſtow- 
ing an annual Stipend on a Gentleman, well- 
skill'd in the Science, to enable him to bring 
it ſtill to a greater Perfection, by his indefati- 
able Induſtry and Reſearches in the Invites : So 

that the RovAL SocittETY will not more boaſt 
of Your LorDnie's Fellowſhip in their Body, 


than of thoſe curious Communications, with which 


You will enrich their Enquiries. 


The Mention of Your LoxpsnieP's GREEN 
HOUSES naturally puts me in Mind of Your 
extenſive Taſte, and, indeed, great Science in 
GARDENING and ARCHITECTURE. There can- 
not be produced ſtronger Inſtances of Your 


Skill either in the One or the Other, than 
thoſe accurate PLaNs drawn by Your own Hand. 
That of Your Houſe, when finith'd, as the Other 

of Your Gardens, will demouſtrate as well the 


grand 
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DEDICATION v 
grand Ideas Your LorDpsaiP has in forming, as 


Vour noble Powers and Greatneſs of Soul in ex- 
ecuting, ſuch DksioNs. I may pride myſelf in an 
Advantage, which all Dedicators cannot boaſt of, 
with regard to what I have been ſaying to Your 


 Loxpsmre of Yourſelf, that it is ſtrictly Truth, 


and therefore cannot 5 be conſtrued into 
Flattery. 


I may, perhaps, incurr the Imputation of Im- 


pertinence from Some Cenſurers, for offering to 


entertain Your LoRDsHIP on a Subject, in which 
Your Thoughts are fo actively employ' d. I-would 
willingly draw an Excuſe from this pleaſing De- 


luſion of Fancy, that I am walking and conver- 


ſing with You in the PaRADISsE of Your own 
Raiſing. I ſcarce ever find my Imagination more 


ſatisfactorily indulged, than on the Object of Ru- 
ral Pleaſures. This Enjoyment is finely height- 
en'd within Your LORDSHIP's own Limits: Wane 
dwells with You ; but She wears an Attire ſuit- 
ing Your Companion. Simplicity and Art, the 


Rural and Magnificent, are blended in Your 


DEs1GNs; yet ſo, that the Elegance of Contrivance 


ſeems to 5 the Coſt, however liberally be- 


ſtowed on every Part. What Ovip ſaid of VuL- 


CAN'S 


5 DEDICATION. 
CAN's PALACE of the SUN may truely be applied 


to Your LorDsHIP's PLaNs and STRUCTURES : 


Materiam ſe uperabat Opus. The richeſt Materials 
cannot come up to the Hgance of Diſpoſition. 


But I am interrupting Moments, that would be 
more importantly employ'd. I'll endeavour to 


; make Amends for the Treſpaſs by One pious 


Wiſh, that Your LoRDSHIP may continue an Or- 
nament to Your Country to a good Old Age; 


and may ſee a noble Race of Your own Culti- 


vation, who, by copying out their ANCESTOR, 
may tranſmit Your Virtues to Poſterity ; 


Et N. ati Natorum, & Nui naſcentur ab 22 


I cannot better expreſs the Reſpect of my Heart; 


however ambitious 1 ſhall at all times be of ap- 


Tg 3 ena 
My L 0 RD, 
Your LorDsHiP's moſt faithful 5 


and moſt obedient 


: humble Servant, 


JohN TRBOBAL D. 


The PRESACE 
HEN firſt began this Attempt upon VixGiL, it was 
defgn d a private Amuſement to myſelf, and an Unbend- 


ing from graver Studies: But communicating ſome Parts oc- 
_ cafronally to Friends as I went on, They gave me ſuch Encou- 


ragement, as induced me to proceed in the Ver ſion, and endeavour. 


zo turn it to Account. Very little Importunity ſerved to make me 
obey their Requeſt, and, at the ſame time, comply with my own 
Inclination. So many Learned Men, and Excellent Poets, hav- 
ing already given the "Publick their Tranſlations of our Author, I 
cannot too early acquit myſelf from the Suſpicion of a vain Self- 
Opinion, that I could tranſlate any Part of VIxGIL better; but 
1 thought, upon Compariſon, that he might at leaſt be tranſlated 
cloſer. I was aware, however, of that fignal Caution, which 
Hokack has left us, againſt too ſervile a Verſion 


Nec Verbum Verbo curabis reddere e fidus 
Interpres : : 


Nor Word for Word too faithfully cranſlate: : 


Yet I have ventured to be / the literal, as neither to leave 


out a Circumſtance in the Original, to ſave myſelf Trouble ; nor 
zo be luxuriant in the Addition of falſe Graces, to the Injury of 


my Author. Two Points I have had principally in View; a De- 


in re to expreſs, as far as I might, the Force of his Foe de; and 
to avoid being over florid, or pompous, in ſuch, Parts of Narrative, 
where he has labour'd to preſerve the umb Simplicity. To be 
wpon the high F light, where the Mature of the Subject in no Kind 
demands it, ſeems to me as abſurd an Ambition, as 1 of an ill. 
judging Dancing-Maſter, who bounds, and makes his fantaſtick 
Caprioles, when the Movement more properly calls 555 a Graveneſs 
and Dignity of Attitude. I premiſe This, not to praiſe myſelf for 
Propriety but to decline a Cenſure of Gareleſsneſs, or Indolence, 
in ſuch Paſſages, where the fimple and unadorm d Expreſſ on 
has appear d ta me moſt natural. | Tt 
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Vil ThePREF ACE. 
1: may be neceſſary, perhaps, to apologize for one Thing, which 
is, that I have not been ſcrupulous to alter an Hemiſtich, or even 
a whole Line, where, now and then, I may caſually have fallin 
in with the Expreſſion of another Tranſlator. I queſtion not, but 
T might plead modern Example for this Practice and could it 
be call Plagiariſm, no Man, I fancy, would be fond of wear- 
ing Rollin Cloaths, when the Goods might Jo eafily be claim d 
by the right Owners. There are ſome Traits, tis well known, in 
every Idiom, which cannat be transfuſed into Another, but the 
Tranſlators muſt neceſſarily uſe the ſame Words and the ſame 
Collocation. And I can ingenuouſly declare, that wherever /uch 
a ſeeming Imitation has happen d, I have not properly borrow'd ; 
but form'd my own Verſion, before I conjulted thoſe of my Pre- 
deceſſors. | | 
The Votes, which I have ſubjoin d throughout, will not, I hope, 
be laokd upon to be ſuperfluous. VIRGIIL. is far from being an 
obſcure Author; but he is One, whoſe Beauties very frequently 
require an Explanation. I have endeavour'd to make them as 
various in their Mature and Matter as could, for the En- 
tertainment of my Readers; and I may be bold to affirm, that I 
have given ſome Obſervations, which have eſcaped the Motice of 
preceding Commentators. As for the Emenaations, which are 
occaſionally interſperſed, tho they may not be to the Taſte of the 
MiLLioN, as SHAKESPEARE Calls it; yet, perhaps, they may 
pleaſe thoſe Fudges, for whoſe Sake alone they were thrown in. 
I fhould have enter d an Apology here, for having given only jo 
ſmall a Part of my Author ; but that, ſo great, and (I muff 
in Modeſty add) unmerited has been the Encouragement of my 
SUBSCRIBERS, I am determined and prepared, in Conſequence of 
their Favour, to give the FourTH Book of the ENRID in the 
ſame Form, and upon the ſame Plan, with the preſent Eſſay. 
De large and noble Lift of Names, which will immediately 
follow this Page, is 4 convincing Teſtimony of thoſe Honours, 
which have been paid to my Applications : and had I no other 
Motives for this Preface, I am pleaſed with ſo good an Opportu- 
nity, as it furniſhes, of making my general, and due Acknow- 
ledgments, = | 
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SECOND BOOK 


OF 


VIX GIL! F Are. 


CANT. 
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The Ann 


Runs, at the Importunity of Dido, relates to Her the D iſafters 


of the laſt fatal Night in which the Town of Troy was ſack'd 


and fir d. A Deſcription of the flupendous Wooden Horſe, 


Built by the Greeks, which They leave on the Shores. of Troy, 


as an "Offering and Attonement to the Goddeſs Pallas. The 


| Greeks ſet Sail by Night, pretending to be wearied out with 


the unſucceſsful War ; y fo moor their whole Fleet under the - 
Shelter of Tenedos, an Ifland adjacent and oppoſite to Troy. 
The Trojans debate about the Myſtery of this Votive Horſe © 
and Laocoon, the Prieft of Neptune, ſulpecting it ſome Wile, 
in Rage whirls his Lance at it. Sinon, à deceitful Greek, 
Skulking artfully with purpoſe to be diſcover d by Trojan 


Shedberds, is by them manacled and dragg'd before King 
Priam ; whom He deceives with numerous Invectives and 
Arcuſations againſt his Countrymen; and a ſpecious Tale of 
their being retir d back to their Homes, by * Admonition 
of the Gods, 
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1 VIRGIL 


K N EI D. | Boox 11. 


9 TTENTIVE All in 7 ore Silence wait, 


N Jil * When thus the Hero from his Couch of 


State. | 


1 What you command, O Queen! renews 


_ Diſtreſs, 


No Toogue can utter, and no Words expreſs. 


How Gakkks on Tror their hoſtile Vengeance ſate, 
Ranſack'd her T reaſures, and o erwhelm'd her State: 
That Train of Woes which I my ſelf ſurvey d, 


Of which my ſelf ſo large a Portion made. 


© What Myxmipon, what ſtern 


DoLoetan Breaſt, 


What Warriour with ULysszs' Hate impreſt, 


The num'rous Horrors to recount could bear, 


Yet from his Eye keep back the pitying Tear ? 


a When thus the Hero] Virgil, as Scaliger has 
obſerv'd, frequently gives to Areas the Style of 
Father: the moſt honorary Title affected by the 
Roman Emperors. Seneca, I remember, gives. a 
very fine Reaſon for this cuſtomary Appellation, 


(kb. 1. de Clementia) Patrem quidem Patriæ ap- 


pellavimus, ut ſcires fabi datam Poteflatem, que «ft 
temperantiſſi ma, Liberis confulens, fuag; poſt illss re- 
ponens, The Fathers of States, like natural Fa- 
thers, muſt have fuch Regards for the Intereſts of 
their Subjects, as always to put them in Prefe- 
rence to their own. And therefore, as this Poem 


was peculiarly deſigned a Compliment to the Go-| 


vernment of Auguſtus Cefar, the Poet would not 
omit glancing at an Honour, which had already 
been conferred on Julius Ceſar, from whom Au- 
guſtus deriv'd the Empire: but which was not 
beſtow'd on the Latter till his thirteenth Conſul- 
ſhip, (L. C. 75 1.) ſeventeen Years after the 
Death of Virgil. In our Language, Father and 
Sire, prefix'd to any Proper Name, have not a 
Pomp of Sound riſing to the Dignity of Poetry: 

for which Reafon I have choſe to diſtinguiſh 


Zneas by ancther Characteriſtic, that of the Hero. 


b What you command, O Queen /] Our Coun- 


3 Shakeſpeare, I reniembar, has twice in his 


Titus Andronicus alluded to this Epiſode of ÆAncas 
relating the Deſtruction of his Country to Dido. 


Go, bid /Eneas tell the Tale twice ver, 
How T roy was burnt, and he made miſerable. 


And afterwards, 

as erſt our 1 

When with his ſolemn Tongue he did diſcourſe,. 
To leve-ſick Dido's jad attending Ear, 

T he Stery of that tale ul burning Night, 

When ſubtle Greeks pt d King Priam's Troy. 


c What Myrmidon] The Poet ſeems with great 
Judgment here to have culPd out the moſt in- 
veterate Enemies of Troy, and thoſe the leaſt lia- 
ble to pigy her Diſtreſſes: the Myrmidons, Sub- 
jets of Achilles, who was fated to this War, and 
without whom 7:um could not have been taken; 
the Dolopians, Subjects of Phamx, to whom 
Achilles had been a Pupil from his Infancy, and 


who conſequently was intereſted in his 1 &, 


had the Troops of U Ven wa would have de- 


clin d 


and 


2 
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And now from Heav'n ſwift flies the dewy Night, q 
And fading Stars to ſoft Repoſe invite. 
But if You burn with ſuch Defire, to know 


In brief our Txov's expiring Pangs of Woe, 
4 Tho my Mind ſhudders, and with Grief recoils, 


Hear the dread Abſtra& of our lateſt Toils. 


The Gzzcian Chiefs, Year rolling after Year, 
Repuls d by F ate, and harraſs d with the War, 
Build a vaſt Horſe, ſo ſacred Pal Las taught, 
And to a Mountain's Bulk the Fabrick wrought. 
The big Machine is rear'd by Skill divine, 


Fallacy ; and who, being compell'd to go againſt 
his Will, prov'd a moſt ſtre nuous and deſtructive 


 Adverfſary. 


d Tho" my Mind ſbudders,] Fulv. Urſinus, who 
has taken great Pains to point out the Paſlages, 
which Virgil has copied or imitated from the An- 
tients, has traced no Imitation in this Paſſage. 
To me, I own, it ſeems evident that our Poet 
had AÆſchylus in view, where Jo replies to Prome- 
theus, who is enquiring into the Detail of her Af- 
flictions; | | 


xaimu 3} At eo” odvegmas, &c. 
The” Sorrow wrings me, whilft I tell my Tale. 
Tis certain, however, the Sentiment in itſelf 
is ſo trite, and ſo exactly in Nature, that Virgil 
might uſe it, without the Aid of any Predeceſſor; 
as a thouſand ſucceeding Authors may have done, 
without being obliged to Virgil for it. 

e Build avaſt Horſe) There is ſcarce a Subject 
that has more employ'd the Diſquiſition of Com- 
mentators, than Enquiries into the Quality and 
Fabrick of the Trejan Horſe, Pauſanias, Hy- 


ginus, Vitruvius, and many others, have concur- 


red in ſuppoſing it a military Engine to batter 
down the Walls of the Town. Some have con- 
jectur'd, that the Statue of a Horſe was over that 
Gate, thro' which Antenor treacherouſly admitted 
the Grecian Forces into Troy, Some, that there 


And its bow'd Sides with Ribs of Firr they line. A6. 


clin'd this War, had not Palamedes diſcover'd his 


was a Mountain, call'd Hippius, behind which 
the Enemy lay in Ambuſh, and from thence ſur- 
priz'd and routed the Trejan Army. Some, again, 
would have it fignify no more than this, that the 
Trojans were defeated entirely by the Grecian Ca- 
valry : And Many ſupport the common Opinion, 
that it was actually a huge Machine, built in the 
Figure of a Horſe, with Cavities to receive a 


Number of latent Enemies. Homer, tis plain, 


took it literally in this Senſe ; 


"ITT wt Ee50, i wineta mdyles des ot 
Ap Yeior 


The well-carv'd Horſe, in which all the beſt 5 aur 
2 


Argives were ſeated. I would obſerve, that Hamer 
ſaying @dv]es dew, might give our Poet the 
Foundation for making his Horſe of fo enormous 
a Size, Jſaac Tzetzes, who, in his Commentary 
to Lycophren, has touch'd upon the Number of 
Greeks who went into this ſtupendous Machine, 
tells us, according to ſome, they were fifty ; 
according to others, three thouſand ; but in his 
Opinion, they were three aad twenty. There 
muſt have been ſome Miſtake, I think, in the 
unreaſonable Diverſity of theſe Numbers. There 
was no Occaſion to frame a Horſe as big as a 
Mountain to hold twenty-three Men; nor would 
it have been a ſufficient Number to ſupport the 


deſign'd Aſſault. But the Queſtion is not worth 
any Debate, Let us rather ſee, how the ingenious 
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A votive Gift tis rumour d, to obtain 


Their proſp'rous Paſſage back to Gzztce again. 


Hither the choſen, Lot-appointed Bloom, 
The Flow'r of all their num'rous Armies come; 


Into its dark, capacious Caverns ſeal, 
And the deep Womb with Arms and Warriours fill. 
In Sight of Tor there lies, well known to Fame, 


An ancient Iſle, and TznzDos its Name: 
Renown'd for Wealth, while Px1am bore the Sway; 


Now a waſte Harbour, and a faithleſs Bay. 


Hither retir'd, the Gzzcian Veſſels moor; 


Conceal'd beneath the unfrequented Shore. 
We to Myctxz fondly deem'd Them borne ; 


Monſieur de Segrais has replied to the Objections 
ſtarted againſt this Tradition of the Trejan Horſe 
in general. All Rules of Probability, ſay the 
Objectors, are tranſgreſſed in the building ſuch 


an unſizable Machine; and it is at beſt but a ri- 


diculous Fiction. Beſides, a Number of War- 


riours of the firſt Rank ſubmitting to be ſhut up 


in its Belly, is an Enterprize of too much Hardi- 


neſs and Reſolution to meet with Credit. To 


the firſt Part objected, Segrais replies, He ſees 
nothing more extraordinary in the Bulk of ſuch 
an Engine, than in That of a Ship of Burthen : 


Nor was its Weight and Cumberſomneſs any 


Objection, conſidering it is ſuppos'd to flide on 


Wheels; and the Tryans might employ as many 


Horſes and Men, as they found requiſite to drag it 
up into their City. To the ſecond Point, he 
ſays, that all Ages have furniſh'd Examples of 
Men hardy and refolute enough to undertake En- 


terprizes of equal Peril; and inſtances particular- 


ly, when the Fellanders retook Breda from the 
Spaniards, about forty Soldiers ventured to ſtow 


_ theinſelyes in a Boat ſeemingly loaden with urls, 


And long-lamenting Troy forgets to mourn. — Our 


underwent thoſe Scrutinies which are generally 
made at Ports for the Detection of Contraband 


Goods; and having the good Luck to be undiſ- 


cover'd, found Means of landing, and ſurprizing 
the Citadel for the Dutch, The principal Ob- 
jection then ſeems to be, that the Trojans ſhould 
be grofs enough to receive this enormous Engine 
with ſo implicite a Credulity, But how finely 
has the Poet contriv'd Matters, to make This 
plauſible and neceſſary ! The Circumſtances of 
the Story, the Motives, the Artifice of treache- 
rous Sinan, the Diſaſter on Laocson, ſuppoſed to 
be derived from the Reſentment of Minerva, 
could not fail of having their Effect on the Spirits 
of a ſuperſtitious People : Nor, upon the Sup- 


poſition of their Syſtem of Gods, and their Reli- 


gion, is there any thing impoſſible in the Trojans 
ſwallowing the Fallacy. So that to conteſt the 
Probability of this Event, or to laugh at the Cre- 
dulity of the People, is at once throwing down 
all their Religion, and robbing them of the Faith 
they had in the Power of their Deities. 
f And the deep Tomb] JI have choſen to uſe a 
| Term 
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Our Gates are open d, and in Crouds we go 


To view the Poſts abandon d by the Foe : 


The Doxrc Camp, and deſert Strand ſurvey; 


Here fierce DoLoe1ans, there AchiL LES, lay 


Here rode their Fleet, in Line extending far ; 


There mix d the Armies in the Tugg of War. 


Part on the Martial Maid's dire Off ring gaze, 


And view its Bulk enormous with Amaze. 


Türuogrzs firft (whether by Guile deſign d, 


Or ſo the Fates, adverſe to T ROY, combin'd) 


Counſels, the Pile, within our Walls up-heav'd, 
Be in Minzzxva's hallow'd Dome receiv'd. 
But Cars, and the Chiefs of ſounder Brain, 


Would plunge this Gzzexisn Ambuſh in the Main; 


Will us to burn the treach'rous Gift, or bore 


Term here, correſpondent to the Term and Idea 


ſo often repeated by our Author on this Occaſion, 
Uterus ; as he afterwards calls this Engine, Ma- 
china feta Armis, The Horſe is every where 


| 


ſpoken of in the Maſculine Gender; notwith- 


{tanding which, Virgil applies to it a Word, which. 
as Servius obſerves, is properly applicable to Things 
of the Feminine, But the Poet choſe fo to do, 
as the ſame Commentator would tell us, becauſe 
the Greek T ragedian had employ'd the ſame Me- 
taphor with relation to this Horſe, San? & in 
Tragedid de hic Equi * svejtpore legitur, hinc ergo 
hic uterum dixit. Poor Servivs! What Editors 


has He met with, to obtrude a Word upon him 
more monſtrous than the Machine he is talking of! 


A fingle Greek Word occurrs, and That is mark- 


ed with an Aſterisk, to beſpeak the Corruption 


Its concave Womb, and each Receſs explore. 


| 


The 


deſperate, Without too great Sagacity of Con- 
jecture, I'll venture to affirm, that Servius wrote 
£yxvpore, i. e. Uterum ferentem, And that my 
Emendation may be the leſs liable to be diſputed, 
I think I can produce the Paſſage of the Greet 
Tragedian, which is alluded to by the Commen- 
tator. Vid. Euripidis Troadas, v. 10. | 


_ un avdiorTIanadd © 
'EyxUper ImToy Tevx+wy Euappuicas. 


We cannot doubt but Virgil had this very Pal- 
ſage in his Eye, tho' Fulvius Urſinus makes no 
Mention of it, ſince he has tranſlated -uyx armios 
Ianadd@-, divind Palladis arte; and EY 
irre T&vx401, Machina feta armis. 
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The giddy Populace divided jarr, 


And, unreſolving, in Opinions 
Laocoon here, back'd with a 


war. 
7 o | 
num rous Train, 


Ruſh'd foremoſt from the Citadel amain ; 
And from a-far--—What deſp'rate Frenzy blinds, 
O wretched Countrymen ! your cheated Minds ? 


Can you believe, the Foe is ſlunk away? 


Can GRRCLANs leave us Gifts, and not betray? 
And have they then fo little Treach'ry ſhewn ? 
And are ULvyssts' Arts no better known? 
With latent Axorvzs or thoſe Planks are fill'd, 
Or this Machine, this monſtrous Horſe, they build, 


Our Walls to batter, or o'erlook our Town ; 


And from above to hurl Deſtruction down: 


Or ſome dire Fraud there lurks, 


ſome ſubtle Wile : 


Ve Sons of Troy | Truſt not the ſpecious Pile. 


2 Whate'er it be, ſuſpicious of the Snare, 


The GREEEKSs I ſtill, evn in their an, for. 


g Whateer it be] The-Original is, Timeo Da- 
nass & dona ferentes, None of the Commenta- 
tors have taken any Notice of the particular 


Force et ſeems to have in this Place. It is not a 


meer Copulative, but equivalent to guamwvrs, tam- 
ef, ei xa I diſtruſt the Greeks, tho? they ſeem 
liberal to us. It has been a noted Obſervation, 
that all raſh and ſudden Liberality is to be ſuſ- 
pected; but when it comes from a Foe, we ſhould 
be moſt on our Guard againſt the Conſequences, 


Namque iſta ſubita me jubet Benignitas 
Figilare, facies ne mea culpa lucrum, 


as Phedrus elegantly expreſſes it. Perhaps, our 
Poet had Homer in View, and his Achilles's Re- 


He 


| flexion upon the Preſents, which Agamemnen offers 


to procure his Reconciliation, 


Ex des d wor e, Kc. Ny 378. 
I hate the Man, and look upon on bis Gifts to be inſidious, 


The whole Thought is not expreſs'd, but the 


Inference naturally ariſes from the Sentiment, 
Fulvius Urfinus ſeems to have forgot this Paſſage. 


He thinks, Virgil had in his 3 90 what Sophocles 
makes his Ajax ſay: 


Ex A Sees, x zr benua. 


Tis true, Hiax kill'd himſelf with the Sword 


which was given him by Hector; and Hector was 
dragg d round the Walls of Troy by the Belt which 
had 
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Ie ſaid, and whirls ki Spear, with mighty Force, 
Againſt the Sides and Belly of the Horſe : 


All quiv'ring ſtood the Lance; 


and, wide around, 


The hollow Caverns ſend a orumbling Sound: 


And had the PaRDAN Deſtinies been kind; 


Or had not curſt Diſtractions made us blind; 
So counſel'd, We the groaning Womb had bor'd, 


And all th Axcortic Frauds at 


once explor'd. 


Then, Troy | had'ſt Thou Rill ſtood in Glory high, 


And Prams Tow'rs {till brav'd 


the kindred Sky. 


h Mean while a Youth our TROJAN Shepherds bring” 
With clam'rous Shouts, and drag before the King. 
Behind his Back his vaſſal Arms are bound, 


A willing Slave, on ſettled Purp 


oſe found; 


Unknown, who ſought the voluntary Chain, 


To open Tov, as GREECE had laid the Train. 


had been given him by Jax. Theſe are recipro- 
cal Inſtances of the Fatality of hoſtile Liberality; 
but accidentally ſo, and explain'd ſuperſtitiouſſy. 


For Hector and Ajax, tho Oppoſites in War, | 
were allied in Blood; and their Preſents to one 


another were made with the higheſt Deference 
and good Will on each ſide. 


h Mean while a Youth] As deſign'd theſe Notes 


more for the Entertainment of my Readers, than 
I dare pretend them to be for their Inſtruction, I 


cannot reſiſt an Opportunity of copying that fine | 


Picture, which Shakeſpeare has left us of Sinon and 
his Behaviour. It is in a Poem of his, call'd, 


Tarquin and Lucrece. The diſconſolate Lady, 


_ Refolv'd 


| Troy is repreſented; and, amongſt other Figures, 
ſhe ſees That of the diſſembling Sinn. 


She throws her Eyes about the painted Nound, 
And whom he finds forlorn, ſhe doth lament ; 
At laſt ſbe ſees a wretched Image bound, 
That piteous Looks to Phrygian Shepherds lent ; 
Fs Face, tho full of Cares, yet ſhew'd Content. 
Onward to Troy with theſe blunt Swains he goes, 
Ss mild, that Patience ſcem' d to ſcorn his Moes. 


In him the Painter labuur'd with his Skill 
To hide Deceit, and give the harmleſs Show ; 
An humble Gait, calm Looks, Eyes wailing ftill, 
A Brow unbent, that ſerm' d to welcome Moe; 5 
Cheeks, neither red, nor pale; but mingled ſo, 


after the Injury of her Rape, is ſuppos'd to fix her 
Eyes on a Painting, in which the Deſtruction of 


That bluſhing Red no guilty Inſtance gave, 
Ner aſty Pale the Fear that falſe Hearts have. 
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Reſolv d of Soul, prepar'd in either State, 


Or to betray, or meet his certain Fate. 
Eager to gaze, and fond t' inſult a Foe, 


Our Trojan Youth from ev'ry 


Quarter flow. 


Now judge of GREECE, and their inſidious Art, 
And learn a Nation from one guileful Heart. 


For as amidſt the circling Croud he ſtands, 


Confus'd, unarm'd, and eyes the Purvcian Bands, 
Alas! what Land, he cry'd, what friendly Sea, 
What Shelter now is left to wretched Me 
Exil'd from GR ERC R, and, what's a harder F ate, 
Aſſur d a Victim to the Dax DAN Hate. 

Mov'd at his Groans, and ſoften d, now, we ſtop 


At once all Inſult, and all F ury drop; 
Preſs him his Errand, and his Birth, to ſhew, 


Mindful, what Truſt is in a 
Diſmiſſing then all Dread of 


Captive Foe. 
hoſtile Force, 


He thus reſumes his ſeeming-fair Diſcourſe. 


All Things, O King ! (whate'er 


Will I, without Reſerve, with 


i Mindful, what Truſt is in a Captive Foe.] 1 


. have given this Paſſage a Turn, which, I hope, 
includes the Author's Meaning. 


I think, the 
Sentence has two diſtin Branches; and therefore 
I would venture at a ſmall Alteration in the Point- 
ing of the Original, tho* the Editions in general 
give no Hint for ſuch a Change. My Conjecture 
is, that Virgil intended it thus: | 


===========hortamur fari, quo ſanguine cretus, 
Qruudre ferat; memoret, que ſit fiducia capt. 


I might conceal) 


Truth reveal. 
Nor, 


They encourage him to declare, Who he is, 
„ and What he can diſcover; and at the ſame _ 
© Time caution him to think, what Confidence 
They are to put in the Diſcoveries of a Cap- 
tive; or, what Aſſurances he is to build of 
„finding Mercy, from the Truth and Integrity 
of his Confeſſions.” Servius, J am fare, in 
one of his Comments expreſsly countenances ſuch 
a Conſtruction. Aut cert? memoret t memine- 


rit: wt fignificet, meminerit per veriloquium vitæ 


ſe fiduciam. 


— 
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Nor, that I iſſue from AzxGoLic Race 


k Dare I deny : That Truth muſt firſt take place. 
Nor unjuſt Fortune, tho' ſhe fink me low, | 
Shall add the Lyar's Guilt to Sin oN's Woe. 

If, BzLus' Heir, great PaLAuxDESs Name 


Perchance has reach'd you from the Bruit of Fame; 


A Prince, who, branded with fictitious Crimes, 


Felt a ſtrange Sentence from injurious Times; 


whom, urg d t approve the War, but urg d in vain, 


The GRECIANs ſlew, and now deplore him ſlain: 


To Him my Sire, depreſs d in Fortune's State, 


Sent me in Arms to ſhare one common Fate, 


Allied in Blood, ® his Partner in the Field, 


When Gxzrzce began the vengeful Sword to wield. 


k Dare I deny :] Monſieur de Segrais has made 
a very juſt Remark on this Harangue of Sinon. 
If we will obſerve it, fays he, and the Arti- 
fice, with which it is conducted, we ſhall with- 
out Doubt allow it to be one of our Poet's Ma- 


ſter- pieces; as well as the ſtrongeſt Proof imagi- |. 
nable of the Force of Eloquence. All, that Si- 


non ſays of Palamedes, is true; All, that he 
ſays of himſelf, falſe and fictitious: And the 
Fiction, blended thus with the Truth, eſtabliſhes 


that Probability, which the Poet required, as a 


Ground-work for the Credulity of the Trojans. 
The Manner, in which Palamedes was taken off 


through a Stratagem of Ulyſſes, was a Fact very 


well known: but the Colour, for his being fo 
taken off, was not ſo well known ; eſpecially to 
the Trojan Party. Sinon therefore, with the ut- 


moſt Art and Diſſimulation, to ſecure the Atten- 


tion and Belief of his Hearers, pretends that Pa- 
lamedes was murther'd, becauſe he had diſſuaded 


the Greeks from commencing the War againſt 
Fray. | 


Ne unjuft Fortune,] This Sentiment, as Ma- 


* 
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" Whilſt, 
crobius formerly obſerv'd, and Fulvius Ur ſinus 


ſince, ſeems to be ſhadow'd from the Telephus of 
the old T ragedian, Attius. 


— Nam ſe d me Regnum Fortuna atg; Opes 
Eripere quivit, at Virtutem non quiit. 


Fortune, thi She could rob me of my Wealth, 
And Kingdom, of my Virtue cannot rob me. 


Mm —— his Partner in the Field, 
When Greece began the _ Sword to wield. 
There is an Obſcurity in one Part of this Paſſage 
in the Original, primis hic miſit ab annis, which 


has led the Commentators into ſome Uncertainty. 


Servius, particularly, ſeems at a Loſs ; and would 
expound it two Ways: aut Adoleſcentiæ, aut Belli: 
«© That Sinon came to Troy, either in his earli- 


« eſt Youth, or at the earlieſt Period of the 


War.“ Moſt of the Tranſlators, not te ex- 
cept the great Mr. Dryden himſelf, have eſpous'd 
the firſt Conſtruction. | 


Me, yet a Boy, &c. 


ns Monſieur 


BS ———— — — — — — — I 


ſage Counſels.“ 
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» Whilſt, high in Pow'r, in Honours undec ay 'd, 
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Midſt Fellow Kings his regal Counſels ſway'd, 
Ev'n I too flouriſh'd in ſome Share of Fame, 


And ſpread the riſing Luſtre of my Name. 


Momſieur de Segrais too, the learned French T ran- 


ſlator, has fallen into the ſame Interpretation: 


Des mes plus tendres Aus je furvis ſa Fortune, 
Que la Guerre & la Paix me rendirent commune. 


But This carries an Inadvertence in it, which 
claſhes with the Context in a ſubſequent Paſſage. 
If Sinon went to the Wars ſo young as they ima- 
gine, with what Probability can he lament that 
he ſhall never return home to his dear Children ? 


Nec mihi jam patriam antiquam ſpes ulla videndt, 
Nec dulces natos, &c. | 


Virgil could not be guilty of ſo flagrant a Con- 
tradition ; nor could he, I think, purpoſely de- 
ſign that Sinon, as a Lyar, ſhould not make his 
Story hang well together. For That muſt ne- 
ceſſarily have given the Trojans Umbrage to ſuſ- 
pe&t his whole Narrative. But This could not 
be the Poet's Intention neither : for, on the con- 


trary, he makes every Circumſtance concurr to 


ſtamp a Credit on What Sinn ſays; and to help 
on their being deceived by their implicite Belief 
of his Fale. | | 
n M hit, high in Porr, in Honours undecay'd,] 
I have here again ſtruck out a Senſe from this 
Paſſage, which None either of the Commenta- 
tors, or Tranſlators, who have fallen in my Way, 
ſeem once to have dreamt of. They All agree 
to expound the Text to this Senſe, While 
« Palamedes remain'd ſecure in his Dominions, 
and his State flouriſh d under his Policy and 
From this Interpretation they 
muſt have read the Text thus : | 


Dum flabat regno incolumis, regnümque vigebat 


Conſiliis: : 


But many Copies concurr in this ſignal Variation, 
Regumg; and Conciliis; which gave me the firſt 
Hint for the Verſion I have given: and, with 
Submiſſion, I think, the other Reading is far from 
being countenanc'd by the Context, I mutt 
fubjoin my Reaſons for this Aſſertion; and, if 
they have their due Weight, they will of Courſe 
eſtabliſh my Interpretation of the Poet. In the 
firſt Place, Mention is made of Palamedes as al- 


ready gone to the War, and Sinen along with 


Nut 


him. After This, if we are to ſuppoſe that Si- 
non is ſpeaking of him, as at Home, and govern- 
ing his Dominions proſperouſly, then the Words, 
that follow in the Text, carry a direct Contra- 
diction : Et nos aliquod nominq; Decuſq, Geſ- 
fimus. For if Sinon ſays This of himſelf and 
Father, it ſeems falſe in Fact: his Father was fo 
low in Circumſtances, that, out of Neceſſity, 

he ſent his Son to make the Campaigne under Pa- 
lamedes. Pauper in arma Pater miſit. I there- 
fore think, that the Poet meant, Sinan ſhould ſtill 
ſpeak of Palamedes as in the Grecian Camp; and 
infer, that whilſt He ſtill was Maſter of his Do- 
minions, and held a Reputation in the Councils of 
the other Princes, who went to that War, (i. e. be- 
fore he forfeited both his Kingdom and Life by 
thoſe Imputations, which were fix'd upon him by 
the invidious Treachery of Uly/zes : ) I too, ſays 
he, had ſome Name and Renown. For tho” it 
is in the Original, Nos al:iguod Nomeng; &c. yet, 
as Servius has obſerv'd, the plural is uſed inflcad 

of the ſingular Pronoun, and Sinon ſpeaks of 
himſelf only; who could make no Figure at 
Home thro' the Diſadvantages of his Family- 
Preſſures; and who more probably began his 
Character by ſome brave Behaviour before Troy. 
But what if, after all, this ſuppoſed Poverty of 
Sinon's Father ſhould be quite groundleſs ; and 
that he ſent his Son to the Wars, becauſe he 
was himſelf of an Age unfit for it ? Pauper in 
arma, if we muſt believe Denatus and Fabricius, 
ſignifies, imbellis ætalis; as, in Contraſt, acrem 
in prelia Turnum, denotes Turnus for a vigo- 
rous Warriour, Sure, theſe Criticks are very apt 
to overſhoot Themſelves. The Paſſage, alluded 
to, is in the 8 Æneid, v. 614. EE, 


Aut acrem dubites in prelia poſcere Turnum. 


I ſhould hardly believe the Grammarian, who 
would tell me, Virgil meant here, Turnum acrem 
in prelia': The Conſtruction of the Words is 
obvious, and very different: Aut dubites acrem 
Turnum poſcere in prælia: ** Or that you ſhould 

e doubt to challenge valiant Turnus to the Fight.“ 
So then, as to the Poverty of Sinon's Father, the 


Queſtion ſtands juſt as it did. 
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o But ſince, thro ſly Ur.yssxs' ranc'rous Spight, 
(Known Truths I tell)? He left our upper Light, 
Subdued to Sorrow for an injur'd Friend, 

My Days in darkſom Solitude I ſpend ; 

Dwell on his Wrongs, with Indignation ſtung, 
Nor, Madman as I was! reſtrain'd my Tongue: 
But if, by ſome bleſt Chance, the Hour ſhould come, 


If I might cer return in Safety 
Promis'd myſelf th' Avenger of 


And with keen Threats provok'd a dang'rous Hate. 


o But fince, thro fy ULvsses')] The Epithet 

in the Original is pellacis, a Word uſed by our 
Author only in this Paſſage. Servius explains it, 
per Blanditias decipientis. Pellicere enim eft per 
Blanditias elicere : or, as Feſtus expounds it, in 
raudem inducere : and it is equivalent in ſome 
Senſe to the Greet compound Epithets, ob Hαννs, 
Porornox© 3 i. e. a Perſon that ſpeaks fair, and 
has Guile in his Heart. Lucretius has twice uſed | 
the Subſtantive, Pellacia; and in one of thePaſlages, 
at the ſame time, very well explains it. 


Nec poterat quenquam placidi Pellacia ponti 
Subdola pellicere in fraudem ridentibus undis. 


No Ships were found, nor could the treach raus 


Smile 


Of ſmanth-fac'd Waves tempt One poor Man to toil. 
Mr. Creech. 


We don't find that Ennius, in the little Portion 
of his Works which are remaining to us, ever 
uſed the Word Pellax : but it brings to my Me- 
mory two little Fragments out of his Tragedy, 
calPd, Medæa, in which, perhaps, it once had 
a Place. : | 
Utinam nd unquam, Medæa, de corde cupido 
Colchis pedem extuliſſes 


pecudi dare 
Viram marito. 5 
Viram was the ingenious Conjecture of Scriverius 


Home, 
his Fate, 


Hence 


Sentence. But what Senſe or Ideas can we form 
from pecudi marito ? If I may be allowed to 


the Notice of ſo many Learned Men, as have tam- 
per'd with this Poet's Remains; I ſhould in the 
firſt Place be tempted to ſuſpect, that theſe two 
ſhort Fragments have been by Miſtake disjoin'd 
from Each Other, and are Branches of one and 


by the Nurſe of Medæa, as in Euripides, com- 
plaining of her Miſtreſs's Unhappineſs in having 
married Faſon : and without an unreaſonable Li- 
cence in Correction, They may be thus reſtor's 
to Senſe and Metre. | 


Colchis pedem extuliſſes, pellaci dare 


Viram marito ! 


IVauld to the Gods, Medza, thou baden neer, 
Heart-ftruck with Love, from Colchos mav'd t 

Foot, e 
To be the Wife of a deceitful Husband ! 


I propoſe it but as a Conjecture; yet flatter my- 


bability. 


— He left our upper Light.] Donatus 


Perſon dead; leſt he ſhould weaken the Memory 
of One, who deſerved to ſurvive in Men's 
Thoughts. He therefore uſes ſoftening Terms; 


(for the Manuſcripts and old Copies had it, viam 
and vivam) and it gives a fine Antitheſis to che 


and ſpeaks of him rather as of a Traveller, ex- 


C2. changing 8 


make a Conjecture or two, which have eſcap'd 


the ſame Sentence. The Words ſeem to be ſpoken 


Utinam ne unquam, Medza, de corde cupids 


ſelf, It is ſuch a One, as is not without Pro- 


P 
has obſerv'd upon the Poet's Expreſſion, that 
he has avoided ſpeaking of Palamedes, as of a. 


” 
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Hence ſprang my Woes ; and hence UL vssEs ſtill 
Sought with new Crimes the Minds of Men to fill; 
Scar d me with Plots, ambiguous Rumours ſpread, 


And levell'd all his Engines at 


my Head. 


Nor did he reſt, till Cal chas, ſervile made 

To all the Trains his murth'rous Malice laid, ----- 
But why do I recount theſe Things in vain? 
Why with ungrateful Tales your Ears detain ? 

4 If in one File you all the Grecians hold, 


And knowing me a Grzzx, enough be told; 

' You ſhould Cer now have ſhed my forfeit Blood, 
And, in Attonement, drain'd its guilty Flood. 

This would the Hate of Irhacus ſuffice : 


This would th' Ar RID buy at any Price. 


Now burn our Hearts each Spring and Cauſe to know, 


Unskill'd in Wiles of the PRLASG AN Foe: 


changing one Country for another. This is a 
Figure of Speech, called by the Greets, Even. 
pious: a ſuperſtitious Care of declining all 
ominous and ill-boding Words: male ominatis 
parcere verbis, as Horace elegantly deſcribes it. I 
don't find, that Any of the "Tranſlators have 
confin'd Themſelves to our Author's Phraſe 
here, uperis concaſſit ab orts, Our's is 
call'd the upper World, and upper Light, with 
Reference to the Regions under the Earth : and 
Virgil, in other Paſſages, has choſe to allude to 
this Diſtintion. Georg. IV. v. 486. 


Redditag; Eurydice ſuperas veniebat ad Auras. 
And again, Ancid, VI. v. 128. 


Sed revecare gradum, ſuperiſq; evadere ad Auras, 
Hoc opus, hic labor eff. 


Beſides, as I ſuſpect, he was fond of inculcating 
this Diſtinction, in Support of his own poetical 


Philoſophy, For where he mentions the bliſs- | 


When 


ful Parts of the lower World in the ſame Book, 
he ſays, That They have a Sun and Stars pe- 
culiar to Themſelves : ------ Selemg; ſuum, ſua 
Sidera nirunt. Our Hemiſphere therefore may 
very properly, with Regard to That Notion, 
be mark'd by the Appellation of the upper Light. 


q Fin one File, &c.] The Original is, S m- 
nes uno Ordine, &c. I take Ordo here to be a 
Word in Tactics (as Tags among the Greets, 
when in the military Senſe) and that the Poet 
intended, Sinon ſhould deliver himſelf in the Sol- 
dier's Phraſe. Shakeſpeare, whom always quote 
with Pleaſure, employs the fame Metaphor in 
his Macbeth; where that Tyrant is addrefling 
himſelf to a Brace of Murtherers, and chara- 
Cterizing them, by way of Diſtinction, for a 
Boldneſs above the common Catalogue of Men, 


Naw, if you have a Station in the File, 


And not in the worſt Rank of Manhood, ſay it. 


ned. VI R G [ Is 
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When, trembling, he fictitious Fears renews, 


And thus his lying Narrative purſues. 


Oft did our GRERKSs to quit your Shores prepare, 
Tir'd with the Labours of ſo long a War; . 
(And would They had ! ) when Storms as oft detain 
Their Barks from vent'ring on the wint'ry Main: 


Then chiefly, when yon Horſe was rear d on high, 
Diſtinguiſh'd Tempeſts rattled thro' the Sky. 
Wrapt in dark Doubts, to learn the Will divine, 
EvxvevLus we ſend to Prozzus' Shrine. 

Charg'd with the weighty Embaſſy he ſtands, 

And thus pours forth the God's ſevere Commands. 

« With Blood, O Grzztxs! and with a Virgin lain, 

« When bound for Txov, you ſooth'd the Winds and Main, 
With Blood muſt you procure a calm Return, 

« And a GRREE Victim in Oblation burn. 

Th' aſtoniſh'd Hoſt of the dread Sounds poſſeſt, 

Cold Tremblings ſeiz'd 'em, and F ear ſhook each Breaſt; 


r Then chiefly, when yon Horſe) Servius with great 


Accuracy remarks upon the Art of the Poet here, 
in making Sinon, tho' he was expatiating on other 
Matters, introduce the Mention of the Votive 
Horſe. The Drift of his whole Fiction was, 


ſeemingly, to perſuade the Trejans, that the Gods, 


and particularly Minerva, were incenſed againſt 
the Greets; who could not proſecute the War 
with any Hopes of Succeſs, till they had ap- 
peaſed that Reſentment. Upon this Foundation 
it is, that he builds the Superſtructure of his Fal- 
lacy ; that this Votive Horſe was rear'd by the 


Direction of Catchas, as the deſign'd Expiation ; | 


and that if the Tryjans rever'd, and poſſeſs d 
Themſelves of this . then it was in the 


Confounded, 


Fates, that the Trejans ſhould in their Turn 
tranſport the War into Europe, and demoliſh the 
Empire of the Grecians. By this Art and falſe 


Colouring (as Servius finely remarks on another 


Paſſage) Sinon works up the Trojans to be ſollici- 
tous about the Future; by warning them a- 
gainſt a pretended Danger, makes them be- 
lieve he is betraying the Secrets of his Coun- 


trymen ; and by confirming them in æ State of 


Security, renders them negligent and careleſs at a 
Juncture, when they ſhould have been * 
upon their Guard. 


1⁰ en, &c.) Chu 


ſ Cold Tremblings 


per ima cucurrit Ofſa 


a tremor, ſays our Poet. 


Arieſta 
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Confounded, where the Danger points, they ſtand, 
And wonder Whom the Fates and God demand. 
Here Irhacus, tumultuous, draggs along 

Calchas the Seer, and ſhews him to the Throng ; 
With cruel Zeal importunate aſpires 

To learn, Whom tis the threatn'ing God requires. 


Now Many, whiſp'ring with prophetick Skill, 
Expound this dire Artificer of III; 
His wicked Purpoſe, and invidious Ends: 
And inly warn me where his Malice bends. 


For twice five Days the cautious Seer denies, 
And ſhuns to name the deſtin'd Sacrifice. 


At length, by clam'rous ITHacus beſet, 

He Silence breaks, but with a forg'd Regret. 
Th' inſtructed Prophet, as he bargain'd, ſpoke, 
And Tm appointed to the bloody Stroke. 
The Hoſt aſſents: and all the gen'ral Dread 


Centers alone on my devoted Head. 


The horrid Dawn comes on; 
The ſeaſon'd Cakes, and Chaplets for my Brow. 


© Arinft (in bis Vth Canto, Stanz. 40.) has cloſely 
copied this Image and Expreſſion. 


Reſts ſmarrito Ariodante a gue/to, | 
E per . Offa un Tremor freddo gli ſcorre. 


| Agbaſt, confounded, Ariodantes od; 
Cold Tremors ran thro all his Bones and Blood. 


The ſtalian Poet, as has been obſerved, ſlips over | 


Firgil's elegant Epithet, ima, which ſeems pecu- 
liarly expreſſive. In any violent Fright, a Cold 


and Shivering pierces to our very Marrow: 


the Rites they ſtrew, 


With 


and This is What, I apprehend, our Poet in- 
tended when he faid, ------ per ima cucurrit Offa. 


The Flame of Love, on the other hand, as he 


deſcribes it, has the ſame penetrative Effects. 


An. IV. v. 66. 
=========== FE mollis Flamma Medullas 
Interea, & tacitum vivit ſub pectore Pulnus. 
Soft Flames conſume her Vitals, and the Dart 
Deep, deep within, lies feſt'ring in her Heart. 
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With N Speed che Bands, 1 own, I bake, - 


Sprung from the Slaughter, and eſcap'd the Stroke ; 
Lurk'd in an oozy Lake midſt Reeds by Night, 
Till they ſhould urge (if ſo they meant) their PO” 
Nor hope I now to ſee my native Shore, 
My darling Infants, or loſt Father, more : 
Whom They, perhaps, to inſtant Death decree, 
And wreak on them the Vengeance due to Me. 
But oh! by all th' Immortal Pow'rs above, 
Thoſe Godheads conſcious of the Truth they love ; 
By all that Faith (if any ſuch we know) 
Which yet remains untainted here below; 
Pity a Wretch, thats bow'd with ſuch Diſtreſs; 
A Wretch, whom Woes not merited oppreſs. 

Thus as his Tears, and artful Sorrows flow, 
t We grant him Life, and ſoften at his Woe. | 
Imperial Pram farſt himſelf commands 


To looſe his Manicles, and wringing Bands. 


Then, friendly, thus; ----— Whoe'er Thou art, no more 
Think on loſt GREECE, nor thy hard F ate deplore. 

Henceforth 
And again, En. VIII. v. 30 -- | mon Object. Tears, flowing from real Misfor- 


tunes, have a Force of awaking Pity even in the 
Boſoms of Enemies. Perhaps, our Poet might be 
copying his old, venerable Predeceſſor, Ennius. 


—— . notuſq; Medullas 
Intravit Calrr, & labefacta per Oſſa cucurrit. 


He ſoon receives the wonted Flame, which flies 

Swift thro' his Marrow, and his melting Bones. 
Dr. Trapp. | However This may be, I am ſure, the Thought 

is improv'd upon, and a Grace added to the 

t Wie grant him Life, and þ fe 4s at his Moe.] Numbers. 

A fine Compaſſion is mov'd here from a ka 7 


 Cogebant hoſteis lacrumanteis, ut miſererent. 
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Henceforth be our's, mongſt IL ros Sons enroll'd : 
* And to theſe ſhort Demands the Truth unfold. 
Why did They this enormous Fabrick frame ? 

Who the Projectors ? What the latent Aim ? 


Is it a Pile to ſolemn Vow confin' d, 


Or ſome dread Engine gainſt our Walls deſign'd ? 


He ſpoke ; when Sino, versd in Grecian Lies, 
plifts his Hands, unfetter'd, to the Skies. 


* Thou Pow'r inviolate | Eternal Flame 


Sacred, ſays he, to VesTa's Virgin Name |! 


You Altars, and ye Daggers, I atteſt, 


That impious Steel, prepar'd to pierce my Breaſt, 
Ve Wreaths, which I, as Victim, ſhould have worn, 


Oh! be it juſt to cancel . ſworn; 


6 


u And to theſe ſhort Demands the Truth tenfold. ] 


Servius remarks, that Priam here maintains the 
regal Dignity in the Conciſeneſs of his Queſtions : 
for Princes, ſays he, are uſed to make all their 
Demands ſhort and cloſe ; whereas Perſons of 
inferiour Rank are obliged to have Recourſe to 
Circumlocutions. In the fame brief Manner 
Ulyſſes queſtions Delon, when Diamedes and He 
ſurprize him in the Grecian Camp at ens of 
Night. 


A d % ue, mids tim, 
rd AF, &c. 


5 d Ka- 
Hom. II. à. 384. 


] bat moves Thee, ſay, when Sleep has che'd the 
Sight, 
To roam the filent Fields in Peas of Night ? 
Cam'ft T hou the Secrets of our Camp to find, 
By Hector prompted, or thy daring Mind? 
Or art ſome Ii/retch, by Hopes of Plunder ted, 
Through Heaps Carnage, to deſpail the Dead? 
| "IF "Ov 


* 


| Break 

x Thou Pow'r inviolate !] Sinon's Proteſtation 
here is as ſubtle as it is ſolemn: for he deceives 
the Trojans, and yet does not betray the Secrets 
of his Countrymen : But he ſwears, as Donatus 
critically remarks, becauſe it would not other- 
wiſe have been probable, that he ſhould have 
betray'd the Secrets of his own Party, with- 
out their being drawn out of him by Tor- 
tures. Servius has a little Scrap of a Comment 
upon this Paſſage, which, I preſume, is corrupt in 
all the Copies, becauſe I find it mark'd with 
an Aſteriſm. Nen wiolabile.) Jud Graci 
* d hy dicuntur. The Correction is very ea- 
ſy and obvious. Servius certainly meant to ſay, 
Dred Græci "apSapmy dicunt. = 

y Te IPreaths, which I, as Victim, ſhould have 
worn, ] Tis true, the Original has it, Vittæg; 
Deum, quas hoſtia geſſi- and therefore all the 
Tranſlators have render'd it, as if Sinon had been 
actually crown'd with the Chaplets. With 
Submiſſion, I cannot but think, they go beyond 
the Poet's Meaning in this Conſtruction. Sinon 


{ had told them before, that the fatal Morning, 
deſtin'd 


r 
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Break all Engagements made with GREECE ingrate, 

And hold the Traytors in a noble Hate: 

Freed from all Bonds of Country, to reveal 

Whate er They would with ſtricteſt Care conceal ! 

Do You, O Tor | but keep the Faith you gave, R 


And fave the Man who will your Empire fave : 
If I a Series of fair Truths diſplay, 
And amply the Protection giv'n repay. 

On ParLLas' Aid GREECE fix d her hopeful Plan, 
And in that Confidence the War began. 


But ſince Urvsszs (whoſe inventive Head 


Teems with each Miſchief, each flagitious Deed) 


With impious Drowmept colleagu'd, had ſlain 
The hapleſs Guard who watch'd the ſacred Fane ; 


Since from the hallow'd Shrine, and awful Tow'r, 


Minzzva's Statue, big with Fate, they bore, 


deſtin'd for the Sacrifice, was come ; that the 
cuſtomary Cakes were prepar'd, and the Wreaths 
ready for his Brows : but if the Rites had pro- 
ceeded ſo far, as to have his Head bound with 
them, he had been immediately conducted to 
the Altar, and his Eſcape had been utterly im- 
| practicable. My Verſion therefore ſeems the 
more warrantable ; and is ſupported by Servius's 
Comment upon the Paſſage. Quas hoſtia geſh.) 
Geſſi autem pene, non enim Vere geſſerat: ſed 
quantum ad Græcos pertineret, qui eum immolaturi 
fuerant, dixtt. | 

2 And hold the Trayters in a noble Hate.] The 
Poet ſays, Fas odiſſe viros And as Sinon pretends 
to ſpeak of the Grecians here with Contempt 
and Deteſtation, I hope, I ſhall not be thought 
too licentious in rendering Viros, the Traytors. 
Nothing is more common with Perſons, who 
would either deceive, or cannot ſo well excuſe 


| 


their own Conduct, as to recriminate, and be- 
gin with Accuſations againſt others. Servius 
very properly remarks, that Sinon appeals to the 
Gods, that he may ſtand diſcharg'd from all Ob- 


ligations to Greece, in the Diſcoveries which he 


pretendedly is about to make; leſt he ſhould 
be thought a T raytor and Betrayer of his Coun- 


try: for, as Cicero wiſely obſerves, Nemo un- 


quam Sapiens Proditori credendum putavit : No 
wiſe Man ever imagined, that a Beirayer of his 
Country ought to be.credited. The ſame Axiom, 
I believe, will hold, in moſt Caſes, with-Re- 
gard to Informers. I doubt not, but Virgil (as 
he is a religious Obſerver of Rites and Cere- 
monies) is alluding to the Sacramentum militare, 
ſo ſolemnly obſerved among the Romans + by 
which every Soldier, who was admitted and 
enrolled in their Armies, ſwore, That he would 
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do nothing to the Prejudice of the Common- 


wealth. 


Daring 
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Daring to touch with rude, enfanguin'd, Hands 


PF — — „ 


The holy Fillets, and the Virgin Bands; 
Revers d, back flow our Fortunes: and we find f 
Our Strength decay d, averſe the Goddeſs Mind. 
Nor by Signs doubtful the * Tarrontan Maid 

Her Wrath evinces, and retracted Aid. | 

The dread PaLLADbluu, from her Baſis torne, 
Scarce by the Robbers to our Camp was borne, | 
When with keen Fires her flaſhing Eye-balls ſhine, 


And from her Limbs diſtills a 


{weaty Brine. 


While thrice (prodigious ! ) from the trembling Ground, 
Shaking her Shield and Lance, we ſaw her bound. 
 Caicnas pronounces ſtrait, By Flight the Main 

Muſt be explor'd, and that we war in vain : 

Nor Tzov could be by GRECIAN Arms ſubdu' d, 


Unleſs the Omens were in GREECE renew'd ; Pa 
And back the Goddeſs brought, whom they had o'er 


The foaming Deep convey d to ArGos' Shore. 


wealth. I cannot, ſo willingly accede to Ser- 
ws in one Point, that he would ſuppoſe ma- 
ny Things in Sinen's Speech to be equivocal : 
As, where he ſays, Fas odiſſe wires, that it 
may be conſtrued to mean, the Grecians, whom 
he would pretend to hate, or the Trojans, whom 
he is labouring to deceive. And again, where 
he ſays, Aig; omnia ferre ſub auras, Si qua te- 
gunt ; that this may allude either to the Law- 
fulneſs of diſcovering the Grecians Secrets, or the 
Lawfulneſs of letting them out of the Wooden 
Horſe, in which they lay conceal'd, and re- 
turning them to open Air. I muſt confeſs, 
ſuch Equivocations as thefe favour ſo much of 


a Pun, that they quite debaſe the Dignity of the 


For 


Epick. I cannot help remembring, on this 
Occaſion, that Scene of Punning (ſo juſtly cen. 
ſured by the ingenious Mr. Addiſon) in the 6th 
Book of Paradiſe Loft, where Satan and Belial 
rally in ſuch ambiguous and gameſom Terms, 
concerning their new-invented Enginry. But 
as the Paſſages are ſo well known, and would 
take up too much Room. in Quotation, every 
Reader at his, Pleaſure may refer to them in 
the Author, 

a TRITONIAN Maid] I endeavour: e- 
very where (and, indeed, I look upon it to be 
the Duty of a Tranſlator) to preſerve that Va- 
riety in the Epithets, by which Virgil takes 
Pains to. diverſify the Characters and Names of 


his 


— <0. 
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For This, they ſeek their native GR EEK Abodes, 


Furniſh freſh Arms, and reconcile the Gods. 
Thence ſoon return'd, the Seas, your Realms to waſte, 
| They'll meaſure back with unexpected Haſte. 

80 the skilbd Seer directs. This huge Machine 


Injoin'd they rear, to ſooth the 
In Lieu of her profan'd PaLLap 


Goddeſs' Spleen ; 
uu left, 


And in Attonement of their impious Theft: 
Whilſt lofty thus, and tow'ring to the Skies, 


The Prieſt ordains th unwieldy 
Leſt, drawn within your Walls, 


Frame to riſe ; 


> the vulgar Senſe, 


And old Religion deem it a Defence. 
For if by your raſh Hands profan'd had been 


This votive Off ring to the Virgin Queen, 


his Deities, Heroes, Countries, &c. With this 


View Minerva is here call'd Tritoma Virgo, as 
ſhe is by Homer and Heſiod call'd Ternyives : 
in explaining the Etymology of which Terms, | 
the Grammarians have been as fantaſtical, as 
they are various. The beſt Account for the 
Name to me ſeems, from her being fabled to 
have ſprung out of the Head of Fupiter : fince 
Terro, as we are told, in ſeveral Dialects ſigni- 
fied a Head: Or, if we will conſider her as 
the Goddeſs of Wiſdom, it may allude to the 
Three Qualities (Adjuncts to that Character) In- | 
telligence, as to Things preſent ; Prudence, as to 
the Future; and Memory, as to the Paſt, As 
the Antients allegorically ſuppos'd Pallas or Mis 
dom, to proceed. from the Head of ove, our 
Milton has finely imagined, that Sin, in the like 
Manner, ſprung from the Head of Satan. Par. 
Loft, B. 2. v. 75 2. c. | 


All on a ſudden, miſerable Pain 
Surpriz'd Thee; dim thy Eyes, and dizzy ſibum 


Threw forth; till on the left Side op ning wide, 


Then ſhining heau'nly fair, a Goddeſs arm d 
Out of thy Head I ſprung: Amazement ſeiz'd 
All th' Haſt of Heav'n; back they recoil d, afraid 
At firſt, and calld me SIN: 


b — — 1 
And old Religion deem it a Defence. . 
I confeſs, my Verſion of this Paſſage is obſcure 
enough to demand a little clearing up ; but let me 
confeſs too, that I am obſcure on purpoſe, and 
with a Deſire to imitate the Obſcurity of the 


tuers, The Poet's Meaning is unqueſtionably 
this: Minerva was held in the greateſt Venera- 
tion that could be, amongſt the Trojans : and the 
Palladium, a myſtical Image of her, was re- 
puted of ſuch Sanctity and Confidence, that it 
was the Pledge and Security of the Afzatic Em- 
pire's flouriſhing, whilſt it remain'd amongſt 
them : and the Populace were taught to believe, 
that Troy could not be taken, till That was firſt 


In Darkneſs ; while thy Head Flames thick and 
feſt | 


taken from them. 


Then 


Liteſt to Thee in Shape, and Count nance bright, 


Original: Nen populum antiquà ſub Relligione 
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. 


Then PRIA's Realms in i muſt have mourn'd : 
(Which Doom, ye Gods! on Car.cnas firſt be turn d ) 


— — * 


But if, uninjur'd, by your willing Aid 


Tt ſhould within your Turrets be convey'd, 


With pow'rful War to Gzzztce would As1a come, 
And PzLors' Offspring feel that fatal Doom. 


Nempè capi T rojam prohibebant Fata fine Illb. 
Ovid. Met. I. XIII. v. 339. 


The ſame Poet has given us one Circumſtance 
concerning it, which very well deſerves to be 


mentioned on this Occaſion. That Minerva 


«« conſented to the having her Palladium ſtoln 
„% away, She being incens'd at the Trojans, on 


„account of Paris having given the Prize of 


«© Beauty againſt her. 


Sub Priamo ſervata parim - fie Ipſa volebat, 
Ex qus Fudicis Forma revicta ſua eſt. 
5: 53 Faſt. lib. VI. v. 431. 


— — 


Now this Palladium being ſtoln, and the Wooden 
Horſe being built and conſecrated to Minerva, 
as it is inſinuated, to expiate that Theft; this 
Horſe was made, ſays Sinon, of ſuch a ſtupen- 
dous Bulk, that you Trojans might not be able to 
heave it within your Walls; nor look upon it 
as the ſame Security, or venerate 'it with the 
ſame Religion, as you of old did the Palladium. 
Virgil, *tis probable (but I have no Authority 
for the Conjecture) is ſo expreſs concerning the 
Sanctity of this Image, becauſe the Romans pre- 
tended to be poſſeſſed of it, and kept it in the 
Temple of He. | 
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Scarce had Sinon ended his diſſembling Speech, and from feat 
tious Oracles wrought up the Trojans 20 believe, that their Fate 
depended upon a due Reverence to be paid to the Horſe left in 
Attonement of Minerva; hut a fearful Prodigy alarms then. 
Minds, and gives a San in Part to dar” Sins had 
feign d, in caſe they fen any ways violate that Votive En- 
gine. "For as Laocoon {one of Priam's Sons by Hecuba) who 
had darted his Favelin againſt this Wooden Horſe, was ſacri- 

cing on the Shore, with his Sons, a Bull to Neptune, whoſe 
Prieft he had been lately conſtituted, two Serpents of enormous 
Sise croſs over the Sea from Tenedos, and, making directly 
towards Laocoon and his Sons, kill them all Three. This is 
interpreted by the People's Fears, and Superſtition, as a Fudg- 
ment on Account of Laocoon having violated the Horſe. T 
expiate this Injury, a Breach is immediately made in the Tro- 
jan Walls: the Horſe is haul'd up into the City with Hymns 


and great Solemnity, and a general PR 7 is ee that 
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Day, upon the Occafion. At Night, Sinon opens the Door in 
the Belly of the Horſe, and lets out the concealed Warriours : 
The Grecian Fleet ſails back from Tenedos, as it was appointed, 
and they jointly ſurprize the ſleeping City. Æneas dreams, 
he ſees the Ghoſt of Hector; who adviſes him to fly, and bear 
away his Houſhold Gods with him. A Deſcription of the City 
nom in Flames, and of the Havock committed under that Con- 
fternation. Æneas hears the Alarm, and arms; and being 
certified by Panthus, that the Greeks had entirely made Them- 
Setves Maſters of the Town, with a ſmall Body of reſolute young 
Trojans he ruſhes out, and, in Deſperation, determines to die 
warmly, and fall with his Country. „„ 


— — AUGHT by ſuch Snares, by SINoN's 


, FA: >; pegjur d Art, 
a : . e , by Ly And * Tears that but obey'd his guilefu] 
1 FH 2 3, mn, | | 

| EET The Fiction finds Belief: and wretched 


| * O'er whom nor dreadful D1omepe, nor He, 
b The Lartss&an Chief, could e'er prevail, | 
Their ten Years Siege, nor Fleet, a Thouſand Sail, 


Are vanquiſh'd by a falſe, diſſembled Tale. 
ts ; „„ „„ 
a Tears that but obry'd his guileful Heart,] La- he had this Paſſage in his View) choſe to think 
erymis coattis, ſays our Author: Tears forceful- | the Poet wrote Lacrymiſqz coactis + for fo he has 

ly ſqueez'd out by Diſſimulation: Qs, ocrlos | rendered the Words in his Imitation. 
rende, miſerè vix vi expreſſerit, as Terence calls it | Look ! look ! how liſi' ning Priam wets his Eyes, 
upon a fimilar Occaſion, Pierius, and ſome To ſee thoſe borrow'd Tears that Sinon ſheds J 
i few others of the Criticks contend, that as our | Priam, why art thou old, and yet not wiſe © 
i Poet wrote Capti dilis, fo it ſhould be likewife| For ev'ry Tear he falls, a Trojan bleeds : 
Lacrymis coatti. But why the Trijans might not | His Eyes drop Fire; no Water thence proceeds. 
be deceived by the Artifice of his Rhetorick, and | Tarq. and Luc. 
the Influence of his ſtrain'd Tears too, I can-] b The LARISSAN Chief, ] i. e. Achilles. He 
not ſee. The Criticiſm is worth nothing. | was born at Phthia; but Lariſſa was a Village 
Our Countryman Shakeſpeare (as tis probable, | of Theſſaly in its Neighbourhood : and Poet 
. | | | 1 rrows 
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© But now a greater Portent wounds our Sight, 
And ſhakes our ſtartled Souls with dread Affright. 
Laocoon, ſo the fatal Lots aſſign, 
Choſen the Prieſt of Nerrunz's awful Shrine, 
In offic'd Pomp beſide the Altar ſtood, 
Slew the big Bull, and pour'd the Victim Blood: 
When lo ! from TznzDos, a-croſs the Bay, 
With Orbs immenſe two Serpents bend their Way: 
(Horrid to tell !) the briny Surge they bruſh, 
And tow 'rds the Shore with equal Ardour ruſh. 
With ſpeckled Breaſts, and Cheſts bedropt with Blood, 


They ride erect above the parted Flood: 


borrows his Epithet from its Name, as well, 
perhaps, for Diverſity, as for the better Sound 
of the Word, 5 

» But now a greater Portent] Here begins the 
fineſt Draught of Horror, Aſtoniſhment, and 
Compaſſion, that ever made an Epiſode in an 
Epick Poem. It is, in every Circumſtance, a 
Picture to employ the Mind and Paſſions. An 


Altar on the Sea-ſide, and a ſolemn annual Sa- 


crifice going on to Neptune: a venerable old 
Man, an High-prieſt, and nearly allied to the 
King of the Country, attending in his Office, 
and aſſiſted in the Ceremony by his Sons: The 
Appearance and Approach of two Serpents dart- 
ing a-croſs the Flood, of a Bulk and Size be- 
yond what was ever beheld by mortal Eyes: 
The Afﬀright and Tumult of the Populace at 
ſuch a Sight of Confternation : The Prieſt and 
his Sons left fingly at the Altar, to encounter 
the Danger: The enormous Monſters gliding 
impetuoufly towards them, and at laſt winding 
them round. in their horrid Folds: All theſe 
Traits preſent themſelves to our Eyes and Ima- 
ginations. This Deſcription, in every Part, is 
as ſtrongly labour'd, and withal as highly finiſh'd 
by our Poet, as the Statue of it was, which 
Pliny ſaw in Titus Veſpatian's Palace, wrought 
out of one ſolid. Block of- Marble ; and which 


Their 


is ſtill to be ſeen, though not entire, in the Va- 


tican Gardens: a Maſter- piece in Work, which, 


that Naturaliſt tells us, deſervedly claim'd the 
Preference of all other Pictures and Pieces of 


Sculpture extant. Monſieur de Segrais ſays, that, 


whenever he has reflected on this fine Statue, 
the Excellence of which has occaſioned ſuch a 
Number of Copies, he cannot help thinking, 
but that it was taken from this Deſcription in 
Virgil; and that the divine Expreſſions of the 
Poet had undoubtedly form'd the Ideas of that 
famous Statuary, whom this inimitable Piece has 
immortaliz'd, I don't know, that it would be 
eaſy to fix the Antiquity of this curious Monu- 
ment of Art : nor that it would be of much 
Conſequence, could we preciſely do it. Szgrais 
might, indeed, have obſerved, that it was: not 
the Labour of a ſingle Hand: for Plin gives us 
the Names of its Artificers, three Rhodians, A. 
geſander, Polydorus, and Athenodorus. And this 
we know, that Statuary was arrived to its high- 
eſt Pitch of Perfection in Greece ſeveral Centu- 
ries before the Auguſtan Age. Beſides, might not 
both the Artiſt and Virgil himſelf be indebted to 
Saphocles for their Draught and Deſcription ? That 
Greet Poet wrote a Tragedy on the Subject of 
Laocoon, though the Injury of Time has long fince 


robb'd us of it. But that the Death of Laocon 


made 
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Their other Parts the Ocean ſweep behind, 


——____l 


And their curv'd Backs in Folds enormous wind: 

4 Foams the laſh'd Deep. And now the Strand they gain'd, 
Their fiery Eyes with bloody Streaks diſtain'd; 

Their hiſſing Jaws they lick, and dart their Tongue: 


Bloodleſs, and pale, we fly: 


They glide along, 


With finuous Courſe full tow'rds Laocoon roll'd, 
And firſt his Sons with dire Embrace infold. 


Each Serpent, on his Prey intent, around 


© The flender Youths his ſcaly Cordage wound; 


made a Part of its Subject, we are ſure : ſince, 
as we learn from Servius, and the Scholiaſt on 
Lycephron, the T ragick Poet gave us the very 
Names of the two Serpents, Nor are we to 
doubt, but he heighten'd up the Narrative of this 
dreadful Diſaſter, with all the Colouring of Paſſi- 
on, that his Art and Eloquence could furniſh. 
As to the Statue itſelf, perhaps, it was made at 
Name for the Emperor Titus: for had any Copies 
of it been extant in Greece ſo early as Pauſanias's 


Time, they could not poſſibly have eſcap'd his 


Notice. 

d Frams the laſh'd Deep. ] Petromus Arbiter, 
who has touch'd this Epiſode of Laocoon in his 
little Poem, call'd (Tpoias Axe) The Sacking 
of Troy, gives a very apt Image, in Similie, of 
the Noiſe which theſe ftuperCous Serpents made 
in cutting through the Billo ws. 


Dualis ſilenti nocte Remorum Sonus 7 
Longe refertur, cum premunt Clelſes mare, 
Pulſumg; Marnur abiete impeſitd gemit. 


Such, in a ſilent Night, the Daſh of Dare 
Is. brought from far, when Navies preſs the Sea, 


And the lajh'd Surge groans «ith the Weight it 
; | Their Tails beat on the Surge : 


bears. 


The Poet purſues the Deſcription of their RAE: 


the Sea with their Tails, of carrying their Creſts, 


above the Flood, of their Eyes glaring like Fire, 
and of their frightful Hiſſings: Circumſtances, 
which he plainly ſeems to have borrowed from 
the Deſcription and Painting of Virgil. 


Their 
Dant Sonitum Caudz : Lberæ Ponto jube 


Coruſcant Juminibus : fulmineum jubar 
Incendit Aquor : Sibiliſy; unde tremunt, 


By the Bye, the Editors, either through Igno- 
rance or Officiouſneſs, have ſtrangely tamper'd 
with this Paſſage. The two firſt of theſe Lines 
excepted, this whole little Poem, conſiſting of 
ſixty five Lines, is in regular [ambicks But, 
here, in the firſt of the Verſes quoted, we have 
a Spondce in the ſecond Foot; and in the ſecond 
of theſe Verſes, Spondzes again poſſeſs the ſecond. 
and fourth Feet: which are evident Tranſgreſf- 
ſions againſt the Nature of an /ambick Verſe. 
Now I can never imagine, that any Writer, who 
confin'd himſelf to the Laws of a peculiar Metre 
for ſixty three Lines, would break them with- 
out Neceſſity only in a Couple of Verſes. A 
flight Tranſpoſition of three Words, and two 


various Readings recalPd from the old Copies, 


will eaſily redeem. the Paſſage from 1 8 


tion: Thus; 


Caudæ Sonitum dant: libere Ponto jubæ 
Conſentiunt luminibus: igneum jubar 
Incendit Æquor, &c. 


their crimſon 
Manes 

Burn like their Eyes, erect above the ld; 

The Ocean kindles at their fiery Beams, 

Whilſt their tremendous Hiſſes ſhake its Waves. 


e The flender Youths] Virgil ſays, Parva duo- 


rum C orpora uatorum : and the Tranſlators ſeem 


to 
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'T 1 horrid Teeth infix: and next es | 


The Sire, with Arms advancing to their Aid ; 


Involve him with their monſtrous Spires, and caſt 
Twice round his Neck their Scales, and twice his Waſt, 
Rearing their Heads and lofty Creſts in Air: 


Whilſt with his Hands he ſtrives 


the Knots to tear. 


His facred Fillets Gore and Poiſon ſtain, 
And to the Skies he bellows forth his Pain. 
f So roars the Bull, when, from the Altar broke, 


He reels, and ſtrives t' elude th' imperfect Stroke. 


to concurr in thinking Laocoon's Sons meer Boys. 
Servius, perhaps, was of the ſame Opinion : for 
in explaining the Word our Author employs, 
to expreſs the T wining of the Serpents round 
their Bodies, Implicat, he ſays, Hoc ad mollitiem 
Infantium Corporis dixit. But what could In- 
fants, or Young Boys, have to do in ſuch a 
Croud, as we may well ſuppoſe to be gathered 
together at that ſolemn annual Sacrifice? It is 
neither conſiſtent with Probability, nor the Dig- 
nity of Laocoon's Character. ſhould rather 
imagine them of ſuch an Age, as to be in Of- 
fice under their Father; and attending him, 
who was High- prieſt, in the Service of the Al- 
tar. Both the Statue, and all the Pictures, 
which J have ſeen on this Story, evidently coun- 
tenance this Opinion, I think, likewiſe, the 
Tranſlators are under another Error, in ſup- 
poſing, from the Poet's Words, that the Ser- 
pents devoured the T'wo Sons: & miſeros morſu 
depaſcitur artus. Here, again, the Statuary is 
againſt them: for Laocoen is repreſented intwined 
by the Folds of the Serpents, and the Two Sons 
lying dead on the Ground. Serpents of that 
enormous Size muſt have large Teeth, and, un- 
doubtedly, mangled the Fleſh in biting them to 
Death; but ſcarce eat the Carcaſſes up. Virgil 
uſes the ſame Word, depaſcitur, once again; and 
applies it to a Fever's preying on a Body: 


— — Ct; ar depaſcitur arida Febris. 


2 * 


5 


But 


| f So roars the Bull,] The Commentators take 
Notice, that this Compariſon bas a peculiar 
Propriety, both with Regard to the Prieſthood 
of Laoccon, and as he himſelf is here the un- 
willing, reluctant, Sacrifice. Fuluius Urſinus 
thinks, it is ſhadow'd from a Paſſage in Homer; 
where Hippodamas dies of a Wound receiv'd 
in his Back. | 4 


a 5 pve, s, dre Tedess 
Hpuryey £Ax6psros EMV duet dvax]a, 
Kepoy £AKov[ov. II. v. v. 403. 


> —— not louder roars _ _ 
At Neptune's Shrine, on Helice's high Shores, 
The Vidtim Bull, | Ar. Pope. 
I muſt own, I can ſee no Traces of Reſem- 
blance in the two Compariſons, but that in 
Both the Bull roars. If T may venture to gueſs, . 


our Poet rather had this Paſſage of Lucretius 
in his View, 


Ut nunc ſæpè Boves Luce, ferro malt matte, 
Diffugiunt, fera facta ſuis cum multa dedere. 
| f Lib. V. v. 1038. 


But fled, . much Miſchief done, as furious Bulls, 
When the weak Ax deſcends, nor breaks their Skulls. 
They fart, and fright the Prigſt, and, bellowing 


loud, * 


Georg. III. v. 458. 


Run frantick round, and gore the pious Croud. 
| Ar. Creech, 
I am 


E 


ho 
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But, gliding thence, the ſcaly Monſters gain 


The lofty Tow'r, and ſtern Tziroxta's Fane : 


There couch beneath her Feet, and ample Shield, 
Whilſt ev'ry Breaſt with piercing Horror's chill'd. 


All quiv'ring with a Fear, unfelt till now, 


The Juſtice on Laocoon's Guilt avow: 
Who durſt ſo ill the ſacred Wood revere, 
And hurl againſt its Side his impious Spear. 


T he gen'ral Cry demands, the Pile be brought 


To ParLLas Fane, and She with Pray'rs be ſought. 


I am afraid, the Tranſlator has given us an 
Alluſion here, which the Latin Poet never 
thought of. There is not the leaſt Intimation 
of a Sacrifice, or of the Prieſt being frighted, 
in the Original. Nor is the Bull any ways 
concerned in the Similie, but the Elephant. 
This Mr. Creech ſeems to have been aware of 
afterwards, in his Latin Notes to an Edition 
of the ſame Poet. Lucæ Boves (ſays he) Ele- 
phantes, quos in SpeAaculis ( fi ulli Lucretij æta- 
te in Speftaculis Elephantes) aliquando vulnera- 
bant, But as there is too frequent a Fatality 
upon Perſons, when they are correcting them- 
ſelves, to commit a freſh Miſtake ; I appre- 
hend Mr. Creech to have fallen into this Miſ- 
fortune. Lucretius is not ſpeaking of the Ele- 
phants, which either ſhew'd Tricks, or combated 
at the publick Spectacles in Rome ; but of thoſe 
Elephants, which were firſt introduced into 
Lay by Pyrrhus, and afterwards by Hannibal, 
in their Wars; and which, being wounded, 
turn'd Head in a Fright, and trod down their 
own Party. And the Elephants, we are told 
by Pliny, were call'd Boves Lucz ; becauſe 
they had never been ſeen by the Romans, till 
in the Epirotick War by Pyrrhus, the Seat of 
which War was in Zucama, Either of theſe 
Compariſons aptly ſuit the Caſe of LZazcoon ; 
who, though he could not diſengage himſelf 
from. the monſtrous Serpents, yet roars like a 
Bull, that, not having received his Death's 
Wound, breaks from the Altar ; or like an E- 


h The 


lephant only hurt in the Battle, who in his 
Agony and Confuſion ſtrives to efcape from 
the Spot, where he has received the Injury. 

g There couch beneath her Feet, ] We have heard 
from the firſt Canto, that the Palladium, or 
Statue of Pallas, was ſtollen from Troy by Di- 
amede and Jes. It ought therefore to be ex- 
plain'd here, to obviate any ſeeming Incon- 
ſiſtency in the Poet, that there were two Pal- 
ladium's: the One, a large Effigies of the God- 
deſs, and her Inſignia, on a Baſis : This ſtood 
expoſed to View in the Temple, and was the 
Object of publick Veneration: the Other was 
an Image of her in Miniature; kept ſo 
ſacred and recluſe, that it was accounted a 
Profanation for any Eye to gaze upon it: 
And Ius, as we learn from Plutarch, was ſud- 
denly ſtruck blind for preſuming to bear it off 
ſafe, when the Temple once happened to be 
on Fire. This leſſer Image, the ſuppoſed 
Pledge and Security.of their Empire, it was, 
which was ſtollen away: the Larger, and leſs 
ſacred One, remain'd in the Temple ; and un- 
der its Feet and Shield the Serpents ſhelter'd 
themſelves. Virgil is thought to allude, in this, 
to a Point of Antiquity, For the Statues of 
Pallas repreſented her with a Helmet on her 
Head, a Buckler at her Feet, and, becwixt That 
and the lower Part of her Spear, a large Dra- 
gon. The learned and ingenious La Cerda ſays, 
* Who knows, but the Heathens might have 
derived the Superſtition, laſt mentioned, from 
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* The Walls are open'd, and a Breach diſplay'd . 
All, emulous, the ſacred Labour aid. 
Beneath his Feet they faſten Wheels, and round 
His lofty Neck the twiſted Cordage bound. 
Pregnant with Arms, the fatal Engine ſcales 
The Breach, and o'er our parted Walls prevails. 


Around, a blooming and unmarried Train 


Of Youths and Maids the ſacred Hymn ſuſtain, 


And in their glowing Hands the Cords with Rapture ftrain. - 


<« the rife Tradition of Lucifer being overcome 
« by Michael, and being proſtrate at his Feet 
« in the Shape of a Serpent? As to this 
Queſtion, I am afraid, as the French ſay, C*e/? 
une Choſe trop recherchee : The Suſpicion is too 
quaint: and I am apt to think, the Tradition 
is hardly ſo old as the Statue of Pallas fram'd 
by Phidias, of which Pauſanias makes Mention, 
If one were diſpoſed to refine upon the Mat- 
ter, perhaps, the-Etymology of the two Names 
might go a good way in Support. Michael, 
it ſeems, ſignifies in the Hebrew, Deus per- 
cutiens ; the ſmiting God: Pallas is Popuxiylop, 
haſt4 pungens; wounding with the Spear: 80 
that, in this Light, She was the ſame Execu- 
tive Power for Jove, in the War againſt the Gi- 
| ants, as Michael was for Jehovah, againſt the 
Rebel-angels. Perhaps, our learned Countryman, 
Milton, might allude to the Signification of Mi- 
chael's Name, when he gave us this Paſlage, 


— But the Sword 

Of Michael from the Armoury of God 

Mas giv'n him temper' d fo, that neither keen, 

Nor ſolid, might reſiſt that Edge: It met 

The Sword of Satan with ſteep Force to ſmite 

Deſcending, and in half cut ſheer, nor ſtaid, 

But with fuift Il heel reverſe, deep ent"ring 
ſhar'd | | 

All his right Side. — 

| Parad. Loft. B. VI. 


h The Walls are open'd, ] Servius, with great 
Accuracy, tells us, that the Breach, which was 
made, was of the Building over the Scan 
Gate: for at That, *tis agreed, the Horſe was 


—— — — — 


introduced into the Town. Didymus, or who- 


ever elſe is the Author of the ſhort Scholia on 


27- 


Homer, among other Reaſons given why the 
Scæan Gate was fo call'd, informs us, that it 


was, dr Ts Oxaias BN Tres Trans, . 


» Avpetoy ImTov ud] dvlds iditasle Tas . 
(ad II. yy. v. 145.) „From the unlucky ( /inifer) _ 
Determination of the Trojans ; for at that 


Gate they admitted the Horſe.” Now, why 
its Admiſſion at that Gate was moſt particu- 
larly fatal and ominous, was, becauſe the Jo- 


jans had received an Oracle, that their City 


ſhould not be conquer'd, till Three Things 
happen'd ; till they 
Troilus ſhould be kill'd; and till the Sepulchre 


loſt their Palladium; till 


of Laamedon ſhould be diſturbed. The Fiction 


of this Oracle, we find, was, at leaſt, older 


than the Times of Plautus ; for he mentions it 


with the three particular Predictions, in his Bac- 


chides. | 
Ilio tria fuſſe audivi fata, que illi farent exitis- 
Signum ex arce ſi periſſet; alterum etiam & 
Troili mors : : 
Tertium, cum portæ Scææ limen ſuperum ſcin- 
deretur. : | 
The Palladium had already been ſtollen away 
by Diomede and Ulyſſes ; - Troilus was ſlain by 
Achilles; and now the Sepulchre of Laomedon, 
whoſe Remains Jay over the Scæan Gate, was 


demoliſhed for. the Admiſſion of this monſtrous _ 


Horſe. 


i Beneath his Feet they faſten Mpeels,] Thea. 


the Scholiaſt upon Lycophron, tells us a piece of 
News concerning the Admiſſion of this Horle, 
E 2 for 


, —— 
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Solemn, and ſlow, the Fabrick totters down 


With threat ning March, and gains our inmoſt Town. 


O Iron O my Country, fam'd a-far, 

Manſion of Gods ! O Walls, renown'd for War! 
Four times, ev'n at the Threſhold of the Gate, 

Whilſt we with Toil dragg'd up th' unweildy Weight, 
Reſtive, it ſtuck; and from its horrid Womb 

Four times the Craſh of Arms denounc'd our Doom. 
Yet, blind with Zeal, and impotent of Soul, 

On to the hallow'd Tow'r the deadly Pile we roll : | 


While, unregarded, Prozzus ſo ordains, 


CassaN DRA thunders out prophetick Strains 
And wretched We, that laſt, that luckleſs, Morn, 


With feſtive Garlands ev'ry Shrine adorn. 


The Face of Heav'n is turn'd, withdrawn the Light, 


And from the Ocean ruſhes dusky Night. 


for which I at preſent remember no other Au- 
thority : Toy J Tpway d wer neg oxnoavTes 
IA dv, d NN Ss mace ed farnvas, x 
a &u])y TOZEKTOHNAI, N TOZETEANTEE 
aul, 4yuouv Evdov Tis Teslas: Some of the 
« Trgans looking upon it to be a Snare, and 
ſome of them reckoning it to be ſent from 
« the Gods, they order it to be transfixed 
« with Darts; and, having transfixed, they ad- 
« mit it into Try. Either the Reading is cor- 
rupt; or (which may very well be) I freely 
confeſs, that I do not underſtand it. We 
know nothing of any Order, or Determination, 
that it ſhould be transfix'd, and then admitted. 


Laccom, alone, was the Perſon who threw his 


Javeiin at it; but he did it not in Conſe- 
quence of any ſuch Order, but- out of meer 


| 


At 


Raſhne's and Fury. Again, had there been any 
ſuch: Order, to what purpoſe could it be, un- 
leſs to ſound, and explore the Cavities of the 
Machine? But if {dey ever ſignified 7el3 te- 
rebrare examinandi causd, to bore wich any In- 
firument for Examination-ſake, it is more than 
ever has fallen in my Way to obſerve. Now, 
as the Machine was full of Men and Arms, 
if they had bored it thus by way of Scru- 
tiny, the Fraud had been detected, and 
conſequently the Horſe had never been intro- 
duced into Troy, But were we to allow n£EdLey 
to ſignify all I have ſuppoſed, there ſtiii lies 
an Objection from the Collocation of theW ords, 
and the Order of the Reaſoning. Would They, 
becauſe they look'd upon it as a Preſent from 
the Gods, grow ſuſpicious, and order it to be 
| EC bor'd' 
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At once the large, expanded, Gloom is ſhed ; | 
O'er Earth, and Sky, and Gzzcian Treach'ry fpread. 
Stretch d on the Walls, with heavy Toil oppreſt, 


Our ſlumb'ring Trojans ſought 


the needful Reſt. 


And now, from TENE DOS deceitful Bay, 


Back fails the Axcive Force in 


dread Array. . 


Friendly to Them, the Night was in her Noon ; 
And filent gleam'd the unbetraying Moon. 
Their well-known Courſe they ſteer along the Shore ; | 
The royal Bark her flaming Signal bore. 


: SINON, protected by too partial Fate, 


2 


- By Stealth unbars the latent Wooden Gate. 
The Monſter-Horſe, its Belly yawning | wide, 


Strait pours th' impriſon'd Warriours from its Side. 


Giv'n back to Air, with gladſom - Speed they roſe ; 


And from its Caverns ruſh an Hoſt of Foes. 


bor'd for the better Security? The Trejan: 
were more implicit. Believers, and had a greater 
Reſpect for their Deities. - Could 7Sev0hvar ad- 
mit the fore-ſuppos'd Senſe, the Sentence ſhould 


Kk THERSANDER, 


*© be a Snare, but Others reckoning it to be ſont 


from the Gods, they order it to be rais'd upon 


Wheels; and, having ſo rais'd it, they admit it 


into their Town.” There is no Difficulty now 


have run thus. Some of the T rojans reckoning | in the Reaſoning Part; but the Conſequence is 


« it to be 


ſent from the Gods, but others of fair and natural. 


They uſe the Means for ad- 


« them looking upen it to be a Snare, they order mitting it within their Walls, becauſe they ſup- 


« it to be transfix'd with Darts; and, having | poſe it a Preſent from the Gods. 


If I have 


ce transfix'd, they admit it into Troy.” But\ miſtaken the Text of Tzetzes, I have done 


had they proceeded thus, as I faid, the Cheat 
had been diſcover'd, and they never would 
have admitted it. The Suſpicion therefore, 
that I have of an Error in the Text, is for 
theſe Reaſons: And might it be granted, that 
Tzeizes poſſibly wrote, TPOXAZEOHNAI. & 
TPOXHEANTES: then the . Senſe will run 
thus. Some of the "Trojans looking upon it to 


him no Injury, but have expoſed my own Ig- 
norance ; and, on better Information, ſhall. be 
glad to retract my Error. If I have advanced: 
a probable Conjecture, it has ariſen from a 


Deſire of making that plain, which ſeem'd to 


me unintelligible; and not out of the vain Q- 


mentation of ſetting up for a Corrector. 
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k THERSANDER, STHENELUS, Chiefs far renown'd, 
And dire ULvsszs from the Concave bound ; 
Adown the corded Ladders ſwift they glide : 


And Arhauas, with Tos by 


his Side, 


And ! NxorrolEMuus, the Warriour-boy, 
PeL1pes' Son, that fatal Scourge of Tor ; 

For healing Arts, as Arms, Macho fam d, 
And MENELAus, whoſe Cauſe the War inflam'd ; 
With curſt Eezuvs laſt (the direful Source . 


Of all our Woes) who fram'd the fraudful Horſe. 


k THERSANDER, STHENELUS,]) I have 
taken a greater Latitude in this ſhort Catalogue 
of Names, than in any other Paſſage of the 
whole Book : by inſerting little Circumſtances, 
that give a Sort of Variety, for which there 
is no Foundation in the Original. In the La- 
tin, by the Variation of the Dactyls and Spon- 
dees, a Parcel of proper Names may run in a 
String tolerably enough: but in an Engl 
Heroiek Verſe, as we call it, where we have 
no ſuch Helps, but the Syllables are equal, 
and the Emphaſes and Cadences regular and fix'd, 
the Caſe is alter'd. For, in ranging proper 
Names too cloſe together, One may chance to 
croſs us, like That of the Town which Horace 
complains of, quod werſu dicere non eft. To avoid 
this Embarraſſment, and to make the Num- 
bers more harmonious, I have ventur'd to em- 
belliſh, and be a little diffuſive in, the Tranſla- 
tion. 

1 NEoPTOLEMUs, the I arriour-boy,] He 
came, as his Name implies, a perfect Boy to 
the War. His Age, however, can't fo eaſily 
be aſcertain'd : there ſeem ſome Contradictions 
to lie in the Way. Achilles, his Father, was 
killed in the tenth Year of the Trojan War. 

While the Princes were leaguing to undertake 
it, and collecting their Forces (fer which we 


The 


may allow three Years) Achilles lay conceal'd 
in Women's Apparel in Lycomedes's Court, and 
had by Deidamia this Son, call'd Pyrrhus, and 
Neoptolemus. So that, by this Reckoning, he 
was about thirteen Years old, when he com- 
menced Soldier. (This was ſomething earlier 
to ſet up for a Hero, than our famous King 
Henry Vth. did, who performed ſuch gallant 
Feats in his Father's Cauſe, at the Battle of 
Shrewsbury, when he was but in his fifteenth 
Year.) But, indeed, if we weigh another Cir. 
cumſtance or two, we ſhall find Neoptolemus 
ſomething more advanced in Years, For, im- 
mediately upon the Sacking of Trey, Androma- 
che, Hector's Widow, is given to him, as Part 
of the Spoils. He makes her his Concubine, 
and has a Son by her, call'd Molaſſus And, in 
farther Recompence of his Services, Menelaus 
beſtows on him his Daughter Hermione in Mar- 
riage. Yet, to confeſs the Truth, no conclu- 
five Argument of his Age can be drawn from 
theſe Particulars : For Neoptolemus carried An- 
dromache into Theſſaly with him; and how long 
it might be, before he bedded her, is more than 
I dare determine. Then, as to Hermione, whe- 


ther ſhe was given to him before Menelaus got 
home to Sparta, which was not till eight Ycars 
after, is equally uncertain. | 
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The fierce Invaſion Gon our Town poſſeſs'd, 


= With Sleep and Wine, a double Weight, oppreſs d. 

'The Guards they kill, and ev'ry Gate unbar, 

And join their conſcious Comrades in the War. 
'Twas now the Hour, when, full reſign'd to Reſt, 


Sleep's firſt ſoft Bleſſing ſooths the lab'ring Breaſt. 


 Ofer-whelm'd with Sorrows, and all bath'd in Tears, 


" Lo! mournful Hzcrox to my Dreams appears. 


m With Step and Wine,] This Virgil, un- 


doubtedly, as Fulvius Ur/inus has obſerv*d, borrow'd 
from Ennius, in the VIIIth Book of his Annals. 


Nunc hoſteis Vino domitei, Somnogz ſepultei. 


As, perhaps, before him, Lucretius might have 
ow'd theſe two Paſſages to an Imitation of the 
ſame Poet. | 


Et que res nobis vigilantibus obvia menteis 
Terrificet, Morbo affefis, Somnog; ſepultis. 
| Lib. I. v. 133. 
And, 5 
Sed taciti reſpectabant, Somnog; ſepulti. 
| Lib. V. v. 97 
It does not appear from any Paſſage in this 
Book, that the Trojans made a Feſtival of that 
laſt fatal Day, otherwiſe than in crowning their 
Altars, and the Statues of their Gods, with 
Garlands. Serviuss Comment, however, is 
very juſt upon theſe Words : Somno Vi- 
nog; ſepultam] Somno autem, quia nox erat; Vino, 
guia Feftus Dies. For in the VIth Book of the 
AEneid, v. 5 13, where Deiphobus recounts to 
neas the Manner of his being ſo mangled 
and maſſacred, the Luxury of that Day is al- 
luded to. - | 
| Namgz ut ſupremam falſa inter Gaudia noctem 


Egeri mus, niſti: | 


You hnow in what deluding Foys we paſt - 
The Night, that was by Heau'n decreed our 


laſt. © 
Mr. Dryden. 


Hyginus, who has given us a ſhort Narrative 


| 


* Such 
(and, perhaps, from our Author, upon whom 
he wrote a Commentary) of Troy being ſack d, 
mentions this Circumſtance of their having 
ſported, and indulg'd in Wine: Et ipſi Noctu, 
Luſu, atq; Vino laſſi obdormiſſent, &c. And ſo, 
in the Agamemnon of Seneca (or whoever elſe 
was the Author of it) when that Prince is re- 
turn'd Home, and Banquets are prepar'd by his 
Wife in a pretended Joy for his Arrival, Ca 


ſandra compares them to the laſt fatal Feſti- 


val celebrated by the Trojans. | 


| Epulz regia inſtructæ Doms, 
Quales fuerunt ultime Phrygibus Dapes, 
Celebrantur. | 


Such Banquets in the Reyal Viftor*'s Houſe 
Are ſpread, as craun'd our hapleſs Phrygians 
Boards, | | 

Their laſt pernicious Feaſt, 


And Petronius Arbiter, in that little Poem, 
which I have already quoted upon the Subject 
of Laocoon, has cloſely follow'd the Words of 


our Poet. 


Cum inter ſepultos Priamidas note & mero 
Danai relaxant Clauſtra, & effundunt Vires 


When, *mid/t the all-unguarded Sons of Troy, 
Buried in Night and Wine, the Greeks ſet wide 
Their fraudful Priſon, and pour forth their 


Force. 


n Lo / mournful HEcToOR to my Dreams appears. ] 


Maæſtiſſimus Hector # 15 adeſſe mihi, ſays our 
Poet: and Servius an 


Denatus agree in think- 
ing, 
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Alas l how to my troubled Eyes eſtrang'd ! 


When the dread Warriour from the well-fought Field 


And blaz'd with Paryc1an Fires along the Strand: 


Spontaneous Tears ſeem'd from my Eyes to flow, 


that Hector brings out to /Eneas the YVe/?a, the 
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o Such as he was, when, vanquiſh'd in the War, 
The Victor dragg'd him lifeleſs at his Car, 
Black and deform'd with Duſt, and mingled Gore ; 
The Thongs ſeem'd ſtill his ſwelling Feet to bore. 


How from the great, the glorious, Hzcror chang'd ! 


Bore back AcniLLes' Spoils, and matchleſs Shield: 
Or when the Grecian Navy felt his Hand, 


His flowing Locks, now ſtiff with clotted Gore, 
Hung rude, behind ; his ſhaggy Beard, before : 
Deform'd with ev'ry Scar, the Hero round 

Our Walls receiv'd, and many a ftreaming Wound, 


And I beſpoke the Chief in Terms of Woe. 
O faireſt Luftre of the Dax Dax Day! 
TRrov's firmeſt Hope ! Oh, whence this great Delay? 


What 
ing, that he deſign'd this Apparition to Aneas I 8 a Paſſage i in Lucretius, from which, 
but as a Dream. Bent, diſus e quia Somnia vi- perhaps, our Poet might have ſhadow'd both his 


dentur tantum, non ſunt naturaliter vera. And Expreſſion and Caution, with relation to the 
though it is ſaid afterwards in expreſs Terms, Appearance of Hector's Ghoſt. 


Cernere vt; videam 
ſacred Veils, and the eternal Fire; yet we are ur eos, audireq; coram, 


to take This only as Afneas's Imagination that Morte obita, quorum Tellus ap leffitur 22 


he did ſo: for we find him ſtill aſleep, and fo . . 
ſoon as he is ſtartled from his Slumber by the 8 
Noiſes of the Midnight Aſſault, he mounts to Thin Ghoſts 3 eau e Bed, 


3 ons: of the P alace, to diſcover want And ſeems to bear the Voices of the Dead. 


16 | Ar. Creech, 

Al +8 oo gt 0 bag fu 46s | ' fofigia tecti o Such as he was,] Some of the Tranſlators 
7 hy i have rendered this Paſſage, as if Anas fancied, 

\ f | - M0 


Canto II. VIRGILs 


Z NEID. 


What Shore, ſo many kindred Heroes ſlain, 
Could Thee thus long from lab'ring Troy detain ? 
What Cauſe accurſt pollutes thy graceful Brow ? 


Whence do theſe Wounds, and melting Sorrows, flow ? 


In Silence wrapt, th' unbodied Hero ſtands ; 
Nor makes Reply. to theſe ill-tim'd Demands: 
But, heav'd with Anguiſh, not to be ſuppreſt, 


And deeply groaning from his 


inmoſt Breaſt, 


Fly ! fly | fays he, O Goddeſs-born | retire 
Quick from loſt Tzov, and ſhun the rapid Fire | 
The Foe poſſeſſes the defenceleſs Walls; 

And IL Iuu, tow'ring, God-built, ILruu falls. 


Enough's beſtow d; nor is there more in Fate 


To give to PRIAM., or the DaxpaN State. 


In Trov's Defence could mortal Arm avail, 
Defence from Me had fix d the doubtful Scale. 


Her Gods and Rites She now commends to Thee; 


Take Theſe the Partners of thy 


he ſaw the Ghoſt of Hector actually dragg'd at 
the Tail of Achilles's Chariot, The Words of 
the Original are theſe, | 

Raptatus bigis, ut quondam, atirg; cruento 

Pulvere ; &C. 5 | 
If J am not deceiv'd, a faulty PunQuation led 
theſe Learned Men into this Error. The Com- 
ma after bigis, in my Opinion, ought to be 


Deſtiny. — 

With 
the Chariot; that is, his Body bloody and dir- 
ty; with the Perforations, which had been made 
in his Feet; and with all the Wounds, receiv'd 
at his Death, impreſs'd upon him. Had Aneas 
fancied, he ſaw him proſtrate on his Back, 


and dragging at the Chariot, as they have ima- 
gin'd, Nothing could be more prepoſterous and 


abſurd than the Queſtions, which our Poet 


makes Æneas ask him. Beſides (to wave the 


taken away; and then the Words will caſily Diſcuſſion of a Ghoſt's Powers too cloſely) 


admit of this Conſtruction : Ut quondam fuit 
quum raptatus bigis : i. e. He ſaw him in that 


| how could Hector bring forth the Veils, Sta- 
; tues, Sc. to Aneas, if we are to ſuppoſe him 


Plight, as he was lately in, when dragg'd at | in that embarraſs' d Situation? 
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With Theſe that City ſeek, which, Seas Oer-paſt, 
Potent and high, tis Thine to found at laſt. 
? He faid, and brought from VzsTa's inmoſt Quire 


Her Image, Veils, and never-dying Fire. 
Mean while the Walls are fill'd with mingled Cries, 


And more, and more, the dire Laments ariſe. 


Tho' cloſe retir'd, and girt with Trees around, 


Our Palace ſtood, the diſtant Horrors wound: 


Groans after Groans, and clanging Arms from far, 
Clamours of Death, and all the Din of War. 
4 Shook from my Sleep, the Battlements I tread ; 


And liſt attentive to the Peals of Dread. 


p He ſaid, and brought from VesTa's inmo/? 


Quire] I have gone along with the Herd of 
Tranſlators, and rendered this Paſſage, as if 
Hector actually brought theſe holy Implements 
from their Penetralia. But, to deal freely, I 
underſtand the Words differently. I don't think 
the Poets Conſtruction to be This, ert ab 
adytis penetralibus ; but manibus ert Vittas, & 
Veſtam, & Ignem in penetralibus adytis æternum. 


Beſides, as I have already hinted, A#neas ſees 


this Apparition in a Dream: And effert mani- 
bus, in my Opinion, is to be underſtood, % 
ferre 1 . et : It ſeem'd to Afneas, that he 
produc'd them. But, beſides this Objection of 
an unbodied Eſſence bearing a material Sub- 
ſtance, what could the Ghoſt do with his hal- 
low'd Burthen ? Afneas could not touch it, for 


' a Reaſon I ſhall ſubjoin immediately. It ſeemed 


to him, therefore, that Hector produced thoſe very 
Implements, which, we find afterwards, Pan- 
thus, the Prieſt, had collected and brought to 
Ancas's Houſe. Sacra manu, victoſj; Deos, 
&c. v. 320. Servius's Note upon this Paſ- 
ſage mainly confirms what I am advancing. 
Omnind verum, quad Hector dixerat ; Sacra, ſu- 
%; tibi commendat Troja Penates. Hector re- 
commends to Æucas to bear away the Penates 
win him from Trey; and Panthus, the Prieſt, 


. „„ 
of doing it. They are lodg'd at Æneass Pa- 
lace; for Panthus accompanies him out to the 
Night-Skirmiſhes, and is kill'd. And when - 
neas comes back to bear away his Father in 
Flight with him, he defires the old Man to 
take the Gods, c. in his Hand; becauſe it 
was not lawfut for him to touch them, whoſe 
Hands were polluted with War and Slaughter. 


Me Belli } tanto digreſſum, & cæde recenti, 
Attrectare nefas. „„ 


So, in Holy Writ, David was not permitted 
to build the Temple, becauſe He had been a 
Man of Mar, and had ſhed Blazd. ] doubt not, 
but the Statues of theſe Penates were like the 
little Images, or Teraphim, which Rachel ſtole 
from her Father Laban: Theſe, as the Rabbi's 
tell us, were made by Aſtrologers, and conſulted 
on future Events ; of a human Form, and en- 
dued with celeſtial Influences, as the Superſtition 
of thoſe Times believed. And of this Sort, as 
ſeveral Authors relate, was the leſſer Palla- 
dium ; made by a learned Philoſopher and Ma- 
thematician, teleſmatically finiſh'd, and under 


a proſperous Horoſcope. Our Selden, in his ela- 


borate Tract De Diis Syris, is very copious on 
theſe Subjects. | | 
q Shook from my Sleeb,) How warm and af- 


that very Night furniſhes him with the Means | 


fecting the Narrative now grows upon us, 
when, 
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80 when, on Wings of Southern Tempeſts borne, 


The rapid Flames invade a Field of Corn; 


Or when a Torrent, from the Mountain's Brow, 


Rolls furious on the fruitful Plain below ; 


Deſpoils the fair Increaſe, and renders vain 


The Labours of the Ox, the promis'd Grain, 


when, but a little before, all was quiet, and | 


promiſed Peace and Security ! It brings to my 
Mind that ſurprizing fine Similie in the Ham- 


let of Shakeſpeare. 


But as we often ſee, againſt ſome Storm, 

A Silence in the Heav'ns, the Rack ſtand till, 
The bold Wind ſpeechleſs, and the Orb below 
As huſh as Death: Anon, the dreadful Thunder 
Doth rend the Region: So, &c. 


Let us take a ſhort View of the Picture drawn 
by the Poet. The poor deluded Trejans, wrought 
to believe that their Enemies are retir'd from 
the Siege; and that the Votive Horſe is left by 
the Greeks in Attonement of Minerva, for their 
having borne away the Palladium; raſhly make 
a Breach in one of their principal Gates, and 
haul this fatal Machine into the Centre of 
their Town, The Motive of this raſh Action, 
is, a Perſuaſion, that, if they poſſeſs'd them- 
ſelves of this, it would ſupply the Uſes and Be- 
nefits of their Palladium, For this Reaſon, it 
is introduced with moſt religious Solemnity : 
| Hymns are ſung on the Occalion : The Tem- 
ples and Altars are crown'd with Garlands : 
and nothing but Joy, Congratulations, and 
Feaſting, through the whole City. At Night, 
doubly fatigued with Toil and Pleaſure, Every 
one compoſes himſelf to Slumber ; and even 
the accuſtomed Vigilance and Guard are neg- 
lected. The Greeks take this Opportunity, and 
fail back with their whole Fleet from the Bay 
of Tenedos, The Admiral Galley hangs out 
her Lights, as a Signal of their Arrival; and, 
upon this Notice, Sinon, as it was concerted 
betwixt them, flily opens the Wicket in the 
Belly of. the Horſe, and lets out the conceal'. | 
Force of Greets, who kill the ſleeping Sentries, 
and make themſelves Maſters of the City, 
Eneas, with the reſt, retires to his Repoſe: but 
Patriot Cares. break in upon his Slumbers. He 


fancies, he ſees the Ghoſt of Hector; who tells 


And 
him, the Enemy have got Poſſeſſion, and fired 
the Town : and warns him to be gone, and 
take the Gods of Troy with him, the Partners 
of his Deſtiny, No Wonder, if a Dream of 


ſuch Horror ſtarted Æneas from his Sleep. He 
wakes with the dreadful Impreſſions ſtrong up- 


Shouts, Groans, and Outcries, the Sound of 
Trumpets, and the Claſh of Arms. He aſcends 
the Battlements of his Palace, ſees his Brother 


Ucalegon's all in a Flame. *T was time to take 
Arms, in Defence, if poſſible, of his Family and 
Country. He collects what little Force he is 
able, and mixes wherever Tumult and Danger 
preſented, Now, he meets Friends juſt eſcap'd 
from the Sword of the Enemy ; now, he meets 
Others, whom he takes for Friends, and is 
environ'd with a Band of Enemies. It is im- 
poſlible to deſcribe, with what Art and Strength 
the Poet diverſifies the Horrors incident to a 
Midnight Aſſault: and therefore I'll purſue the 
Picture no farther. Mr. Dryden, in the ſhort 
Notes ſubjoin'd to his Tranſlation of our Poet, 


tell) that the Deſtruction of Veii is here ſha- 
dow'd under that of Troy; and that Liqy, in 


in his Proſe, and almoſt equal'd, the Beauty 
of Virgils Verſe. *Tis true, Livy has labour'd 
the Diſtreſſes of that Siege, and, no Doubt, 
copied our Author's Colouring, But why 
ſhould Virgil be ſhadowing the Deſtruction of 
a Town, three hundred and ſixty Years before 
his own Age? The Siege of Tro, indeed, was 
three times as far back in Time; but the Ro- 
ans were more intereſted in that Hiſtory : 
As they prided themſelves in being deſcended 


have begun the Foundation of their Einpire, 


r So when, on Wings of Siuthern Tempeſis] | can- 
not help admiring the Elegance of this fine 
F 2 complicated 


on him; liſtens, and hears a confus'd Noiſe of 


Deiphobus's Houſe burnt to the Ground, and 


takes Notice (but upon what Authority I can't 


his Deſcription of it, ſeems to have emulated 


from the Trojans; and as Æneas was thought to 
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And whirls the Woods along : with ſtartled Ears, 


The Flood deſcend, and ſhakes 


High mounted on ſome Cliff, the Peaſant hears 


with unacquainted Fears. 


Now plain the Dangers, which had thrill'd my Breaſt, 


And all the Grzzxisn Treach'ry ſtood confeſt. 


Already, to the mounting Flames a Prey, 


DzrrnoBus' high Dome in Ruins lay: 


Next burns Ucar EGON: The Blaze is caſt 


Far oer the broad 810 wat ry Waſt. 
Shouts, and departing Groans, a blended Sound, 
Swell in the Air, and Trumpets clang around. 
My Sword I ſeize: Madneſs and Rage incite, | 
Tho' Reaſon prompts but faintly to the Fight : 
Yet burns my Soul a Band of Friends to make, 


And glorious 'twas, methought, 


complicated Similie, tho* Macrobius tells us, 
that our Poet has jumbled together two of Ho- 
mer's, but kept up to the Dignity of Neither of 


them. Scaliger is plainly of another Opinion, | 


in his Poeticis, Lib. 5. c. 3. Virgil himſelf, we 
are ſure, was fo well pleas'd with the double 
Compariſon of Fire and Water to a ſingle Ob- 


his 12th Zn. v. 521, &c. 


Ac veluti immiſſi diverſis partibus Tones 
Arentem in Hluam, & Virgulta ſonantia laure : 
Aut ubi Decurſu rapide de montibus altis 
Dant ſonitum ſpumi Amnes, & in equora 
currunt, | f 
Druiſg; ſuum populatus iter — 


As Flames among the lofty Woods are thrown, 
On diff rent Sides, and both by Minds are blawn ; 


And at the Fortreſs try our utmoſt Stake. 
Fury, Deſpair, drive on : the Battle charms : 


to die in Arms. 

1 5 Lol 
The Laurels crackle in the ſputt'ring Fire, 

The frighted Sylvans . from their Shades retire < _ 

Or, as two neight”ring Torrents fall from high, 

Rapid, they run: the amy Maters fry : 

They roll to Sea with unreſiſted Force, 

And down the Rocks precipitate their Courſe. 

Mr. Dryden. 


But, to return to the Similie, on which this 


| Note is founded. It is very probable, that 


this might be one of thoſe Paſſages, which gave 
Occaſion to Monſieur de la Motte to ſay, That 
he thought Areas by far too great a. Poet ; and 
that he could not help feeling that Impropri- 
ety through the Whole of the ſecond and third 
Books of the Æneid; where the Hero is not leſs 
florid and figurative in his Narration, than Vir- 
gil, the Poet, is in the reſt. | 
. 1 Now plain the Dangers,] It will be neceſſary 

| Wo: 
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Lo! rev'rend Pax Thus, OTaRyas was his Sire, 


Scap'd from the GRECIAN Darts, 


and ſpreading Fire, 


AeoLLo's Prieſt, with Relicks in his Hand, 
And Statues of our Gods, a vanquiſh'd Band, 


His little Grandſon hanging at 


his Veſt, 


| Poſts tow'rds the Shore, with wildeſt Fears oppreſt. 


PanTHUs | How ſtands our State ? What Fortreſs now, 


Whoſe Walls receive not yet th invading Foe? 


Scarce had I ſpoke, when He with Groans reply d; 


Fall'n are our Honours, and DaRDANITA's Pride! 


Her utmoſt Period, and laſt Hour is come : 


A fatal, faxt, inevitable Doom 


t We once were Trojans; Troy once rear'd her Head; 


And far around the TzuUCRIAN 


to quote the Words of Virgil here, becauſe both 
the Commentators, and Tranſlators, are diſagreed 
in the Senſe and Import of them. | 

Tum vero manifeſta Fides, Danalimg; pateſcunt 

Inſidiæ. | 
Maniſeſtia Fides] Non ſomnij, ut quidam volunt, 
fed Fraudis Græcorum, fays Servius : But would 
not this be ſaying the ſame Thing twice over, 
in two different Words? And, what is ftill; 
worſe, the firſt Word muſt be taken ironically, 
and the other in its plain, downright, Signification : 
an Ambiguity, that the Poet would hardly have 
been guilty of : We have his own Example for a 
different Conduct, in the IVth Æneid, v. 93. 


Egregiam wers laudem & ſpolia ampla refertzs 
Tug; puerg; tuus; magnum & memorabilenomen, 


Una Dolo Divim ſi fæmina victa duorum ęſt. 
High Praiſes, endleſs Honours you have e | 


Glories ſpread. | 
To 


For the whole Set of Terms, complimental in 
themſelves, are turned ironically; and fo all 
Obſcurity is avoided. I am therefore of Opi- 
nion, with the Ingenious and Learned Dr. Trapp, 
that we muſt underſtand, the Intelligence, given 
by Hector to Afineas in his Dream, was now 
confirm'd. Or, maniſſta Fides may relate to 
the Calamities already denounced by Caſſandra, 
tho* her Predictions were not till now credited, 
Or, conſidering the loud Alarms, which ntas 
heard upon being waken'd, it may very well 
mean, he wanted no better Teſtimony, than 
That of his Ears, to be convinc'd What was 
the Matter. PE 


t Me once were TROJANS ; | Both Fulvius Ur- 
nus and Eraſmus think, that our Poet had in 
his Eye here the Laconic Song, ſung in Chorus, 
and alternate Reſponſes, by the old Men, the 
Men in full Vigour, and Youths not yet come 
to Maturity; each ſeverally picturing out their 
own State. This ſeems to me, I confeſs, too 


And mighty T rophies with your worthy Son; 
Tuo Gods a filly Moman have undone. 
Mr. Dryden. 


low an. Alluſton, I rather agree with Germa- 
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To Arxcos now ſtern Jovx transfers Renown ; 


And Gxecians lord it oer our 


flaming Town. 


High in our Centre ſtands the Monſter-Horſe, 
And from its Womb pours forth a mighty Force. 
Whilſt Sinon, mingling with the conqu'ring Foes, 
The blazing Brands around, inſulting, throws. 
Through our broad Gates a diff rent Body preſs, 

In Numbers more than ever came from Gece. 
Each narrow Paſs an hoſtile Guard belay, 

And with protended Spears oppoſe our Way. 

At ev'ry. Stand a thouſand Swords invade, 
And glitter horrid thro' the Flame and Shade. 


O'erpow'r'd, our Sentries ſcarce 
And make but blind Reſiſtance 


ev'n try the Fight, 
in the Night. 


Thus by the prieſtly Son of OTauryas fir'd, 
And by the Gods with martial Rage inſpir d, 


Amidſt the Flames I ruſh, and 


Where Fury calls, and loudeſt Din alarms. 


ws, to believe, that he is imitating the Com- 
plaints betwixt Andromache and Hecuba, in the 
Troades of Euripides. 

Arp. Lei ao] nusy. 

Exde. BiCaxey bc O, BCA Tesla. 


Andr. e once were happy. 
Hecub. But Happineſs is paſt, and I roy's no 
more. 


u Aud with protended Spears] i. e. ſtretch'd forward 


| 


claſhing Arms, 


Rrieurvs 


expreſs'd by the two Terms, couch'd, and ported, 

Spears. Mr. Dryden, I think, has ſomewhere 

uſed, protended: We have, at leaſt, the Autho- 
rity of our Author, for the Expreſſion. 
| Haſtaſq; reductis 

Protendunt longè dextris. 

neid XI. v. 605. 


And Ovid gives us the Adjective: 


Protentag; fort: 
Tela tenent dextra, lat vibrantia ferrs. 


in 2 Readineſs to be thrown ; This Ailton has 


Metam, 1. VIII. v. 341, 
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Rirhzus and Irhirus, a gallant Pair, 

And Hvyreanis and Dyas, Sons of War, 

And brave Corotsus, in his Youth's beſt Pride, 
By Moon-light join, and gather to my Side : 

He, Mycpon's Son, by fatal Paſſion led, 
In that ill Hour, * ſought fair Cassanpaa's Bed. 


Enamour'd of the royal Virgin's Charms, 


He aided Troy, and Para, with his Arms. 


Unhappy Youth ! who would not lend an Ear 


To the prophetic Warnings of the Fair. 
When I the ſmall, collected, Band beheld, 
Daring of Soul, and panting for the Field, 
I took the Hint of their heroick Strain, 
And ſaid, O brave: of Heart ! but brave in vain! 
If you are fix d to try the ſtern Debate, 5 


In following One who dares the worſt of Fate, 


— — * ſngh fair CASSANDRA's Bed. 
What our Poet ſays here, of Corebus ſuing for 
Caſſandra in Marriage, is borrow'd from Homer, 
as Macrobius has obſerved, who- tells us the 
ſame Story of Othryoneus, a Thracian Prince. 


"Os ß v NL pere KAELCE ee. 
"Hires 3 Terdpoo FuyaTpor , dein 
Kawdydplu, dE. Il. v. v. 364, &c. 


Calld by the Voice of War to martial Fame, 
From high Cabeſus' diſtant Walls he came; 
Caſſandra's Love he ſought with Boaſts of Pow'r, 
And promis'd Conqueſt was the proffer d Dato r. 

| Ar. Pope. 
Pauſanias, however, in his Phocaics (upon the 
Authority of our Poet, I preſume) tells us, that 
Corebus came to Trey, and ſollicited the Mar- 
riage of Caſſandra, Euphorion, Lucian, Servius, 


Our 


and a Number of other Authors, have left us 
this Carœbus on Record for a moſt ſtupid Fel- 
low. Euſtathius, methinks, gives us the ſtrongeſt 
Inſtance of his being a Fool, in his coming the 


very laſt Man to the Relief of Troy, when it 


was paſt. all Succour. Homer's Otbryoneus does 
not ſeem much behind him in Point of Senſe, 
or, rather, in the Want of it. He comes and 
demands Cafſundra of Priam in Marriage; of- 
fers to ſettle no Dowry on her, as the Uſage 
of thoſe Times exatted ; but, full of Selt-{ut- 
ficiency, in ieu of it, promiſes to oblige the 
Greeks to raife the Siege in ſpight o: their 
Teeth. Virgil, however, has judiciouſly thrown 
all Corœbus's Folly into Sbade; though S-rvius 
thinks, he points at it, in putting this vueſti- 
on into his Mouth, ---- Dolus an Vin tus, quis 
in hoſte requirat © For all Victory, ſays he, 
gain'd by Fraud, is baſe and dilreputable, 
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Our woeful Plight you ſee: ? The Gods, in Whom | 


Our Empire ſtood, reſign us to our Doom, 


And from their Altars fly: Your gen'rous Aim 


Is to relieve a City ſunk in Flame. 

Then let us die; and, to the Victors Coſt, 
Ruſh to the thickeſt War : The Vanquiſh'd boaſt 
No Safety but to deem all Safety loſt. 


— The Gods, in — | 


Our Empire flood, reſign us to our Doom, 
No body, it ſeems, had enquired before Ma- 
crobiuss Time, from whence this Paſſage was 
borrow'd by our Poet; but he directs us to the 
Fountain-head. Conſtat illum de Euripide trax- 
i e, qui in Fabula T roadibus inducit Apollinem, 


eum Troja capienda effet, ita dicentem : 
Ed , (vin@uat Þ» 'Apyeias Oe 
*Hegs, Ahires 0, dr cue AN bpryas) 
Acire m R, Ie, Baptss T Aut. 


But J ( for Pallas and the Argive Juno, 
Who have ſubverted Troy, &ercome my Might) 
Ilium once-fam'd, and my own Altars, quit. 


By the Way, either Macrobius made a Slip in 


Memory here, or his Tranſcribers have palm d 
one upon him. Euripides has no ſuch Cha- 


racter as Apollo in his Troades : We muſt there- 
fore read, inducit Neptunum, &c. For it is Nep- 
tune, who prologizes in that Play, and who ſpeaks 
the Verſes above quoted. Servius tells us, the 


Beſiegers of any Town, before they made their 


Aſſault, ſolemnly call'd on the Deities to quit 
the Place : for ſo, they conceiv'd, they avoided 
the Guilt of Sacrilege. And Macrobius gives us 


ther, that the Town could not be taken, till 
its Tutelary Gods were withdrawn ; or, that it 
was a Profanation to take the Deities Priſoners. 
Aſchylus, who wrote before Euripides, makes 
Eteocles lay, in his Seven Captains before T hebes, 
That it was the Opinion, that the Gods with- 
drew themſelves from a City that was to be 
ſtorm'd. And the Scholiaſt upon that Poet (in 


| ſpeaking of a Play of Sophocles, call'd, Zoavngoeyr, 


or, The Image- bearers) gives us a droll Account 
of the Trojans' Gods being ſeen by the People to 
bear away their own Images on their Backs. 
When Alexander the Great beſieged Tyre, Apollo 
appeared to many of the City in their Dreams; 
and warn'd them of his Purpoſe to withdraw 
himſelf from their Cauſe: to prevent which, as 
they ſuppoſed, they bound faſt his Statue in a 
golden Chain. I vill only obſerve further upon 
this Cuſtom, from a Phraſe uſed in Holy Writ. 
When Saul had offended God, and applied to the 
IWitch of Endor, he complains to the Apparition 
of Samuel, that the Philiſtines made War againſt 
him, and God was departed from him : x 6 Se- 
Ab EZTHKEN @m" 4s, ſays the Septuagint. The 
Word @gi5nxev feems as equivalent, as may be, 
to Zxcejsere in our Poet. The Spirit and Aſ- 
ſiſtance of God were withdrawn from Saul, as 


two remarkable Forms of theſe ſolemn Ewocations ; the Gods, worſhip'd in Trey, were ſuppoſed to 
and gives us two Reaſons for the Cuſtom : Ei-| withdraw themſelves before its Deſtruction. 
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VIX G LES AxziD 


CANTO Il. 


The ARGUMENT. 


EN E As, 1 the little Body, that had join d him, dint 
Ey Rage, and deſperate of Fortune, range through the M. idadle 
x the aſſaulted, flaming, City ; and of r themſelves to every 
Danger. | The Streets, the Houſes, and the very Temples are 
covered with dead Bodies. Androgeus, 4à Grecian Commander, 


with his Band, falls in with Eneas and his Party, and, in 


the Dark, miſtakes them for Friends: ſo is ſurrounded, and 
cut to Pieces. Corcebus, fluſh'd with this Advantage, adviſes 
to flrip the flaughterd Enemy, and equip themſelves with 
the Grecian Armour and Weapons. This Stratagem is the 
Source of many Miſtakes ; ſome, fatal; and ſome, to their 
Advantage. Unknown by the Grecians, they have the Op- 
portunity of mixing with, and e, them : Unknown 
by their own People, they are aſſaulted by them from the 
Battlements. Corœbus, and many more of ZEneas's Followers 
are kill d, in attempting to reſcue Caſſandra from the Greeks. 


Eneas, hoping to re-inforce Priam, fnas the Court form d. 
6 | 


and 
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Palace. 


and in Poſſeion of the F „ A Ai ed 
Menelaus help in Perſon to aſſault. and deſpoil the Regal 
Hecuba, the old Queen, and all her Train of 


Daughters, take Shelter at the Altar of Jupiter Herceus. 


The aged King puts on his Armour, but is reftraind from 


making any Attempts by his Queen; who obliges him likewiſe 
Pyrrhus, in Purſuit of Po- 


to take Sanctuary at the Altar. 


lites, a Young Son of Priam, kills him in the Sight of his 


Father. This Spectacle of Horror rouſes the old King to 


uch a Rage, that he inſults Pyrrhus for it, and plucks his 


own Death upon himſelf from the exaſperated Victor. 


ZAneas, 


who was an unhappy Spectator of this laſt Scene of Diſtreſs, 
- recollecting now the Danger of his own aged Father and Fa- 


* mily,- retires Om to their Reſcue. 


Thro' Darts, thro' Spears, and Squadrons of the Foe, . 
To Death ſcarce doubtful, firm of Soul, we go. 


a Aud thence, ble IWetves,)] Macrobius, and Ful- 
vius Urſinus have quoted two different Paſſages 
in Homer, from whence, they think, our Au- 
thor borrow'd this Compariſon : but Neither of 
them ſeem to me to ſquare in Reſemblance. 
The Learned Dr. Trapp has made a very rea- 


— ͤ —ͤ HUS burns freſh Wrath in each young 


ur 8 Breaſt; 


0 * And thence, like Wolves (that, with 


fierce Hunger preſt, 


Prow! blindly thro' the Gloom : the __ 


vag d Food 


| Their Whelps the while expect, and thirſt 


for Blood : ) 


'Thro' 


ſonable Objection to this Similie. He cannot 


imagine, why Men of Courage and Virtue 


5 endeavouring to defend their Country, tho? 
„by Night, ſhould be compar'd to Wolves ra- 
evening for their Prey. There is nothing but 
** the Darkneſs of the Night common to Both, 
: 60 ds 
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= hoe? the mid Town our deſp'rate Path we made; 
Night hovers round us with its hollow Shade. 

b Who can the Slaughter of that Night explain ? 
What Words expreſs the Horrors of the Slain ? 
Who, inly touch'd with agonizing Woe, 


Bid Tears, proportion'd to thoſe Sorrows, flow ? 


te and that is a Circumſtance not conſiderable 
cc enough to ſupport all the reſt.” I will ven- 


ture to advance one Obſervation more, as my 


private Opinion, and with all due Deference to 
the Poet; That he might better, perhaps, have 
ſtopt ſhort in his Similie, and retrench'd this 
Circumſtance ; 
— catuliq; relicti 
Faucibus expectant ficcis : 
There is no Conformity betwixt Men in Anger 
going forth to carve out Revenge for themſelves, 
and Wolves in Hunger prowling after Prey for 
themſelves, and their famiſh'd Cubs. 
b I ho can the Slaughter of that Night explain ] 
This, as Fulvius Ur/inus has obſerved, ſeems to 
be copied from Homer. 


| Tis X&V Gxavad 
TIday]a ys pudSiga]o xd]avrnror dav3poray; 
Od. yy. v. 113. 


What more can I relate? 
How trace the tedious Series of our Fate? 
Ar. Pope. 


I cannot help recollecting upon this Occaſion, 
with how much Addreſs the ingenious Mr. 
Fravde has turn'd his Maſter Virgil to Account, 
in a ſingle Speech of his Tragedy of Philotas. 
He has brought together ſo many different and 
disjoin'd Paſſages, and wrought them in to his 
own Purpoſe, that it ſhews, like Virgil, he knows 
how to imitate, without incurring the Imputa- 
tion of a Plagiary, The Teſtimony will lie ve- 
ry evident, upon a Compariſon of the Paſſages 
. alluded to: 


Arſac. 1 Grief tos mighty 
For Mords, fair Princeſs, your Commands renew : 
2 Net, as 1 may, I ſhall obey your Pleaſure. : 


212 


The 


"Twere needleſs to recount the midnight Haur, 


In which the fatal laſt Aſſault was made; 
Or haw the Greeks, 4 whether by Force or Fraud, 


Enter d the Gates. 5 Not with more Rage the © i 


Torrent, | 
That foaming roars impetuous o'er its Mounds, 
Covers the Fields, and marks its Way with Ruin. 
Then Horror, . in its moſt grizly Form, 
Was ſeen, and Havock reign'd in ev' ry Quarter. 
There dying Soldiers groan, while in their Turns 
The Victors with the Vanquiſb d bite the Ground. 
There venerable” Matrons, ſcreaming Maids, + 
With Hands uplifted, begg d in vain for Pity. 
That diſmal Sight ſoon banifh'd other Cares, 
And dear Arteſia took up all my Soul. 


ran, I flew, to die or to protect her- 


But neither was my Fate. Too rigid Heaven 
Denied me ev'n the Privilege of Death. 
Il itneſs, ye Gods My cruel Foes "atteſt, © 
If not well defſery'd it from your Swords ! 


Infandum, Regina, jubes renovare dolorem. 


Sed, fi tantus Amor caſus cognoſcere noſtras, 
Incipiam. | | 
Dus cladem illius Notts, quis funera fands 
Explicet, aut poffit lacrymis æquare labores ? 
Delus an Virtus, quis in hoſte requirat ? 
Non fic aggeribus ruptis cum ſpumeus amnis 
Exit, oppoſataſq; evicit gurgite moles, 


Fertur in arva furens cumuls, campiſq; per omnes 


Cum ſtabulis armenta trahit. 
crudelis ubique 


Luctus, ubique pauor, & plurima mortis im gs. 


nec ſoli pœnas dant ſanguine Teueri : 


Quondd m etram victis redit in præcordia Virtus, 


Viftoreſq; cadunt Danai, 

At domus interior gemitu, miſeroq; tumultu, 
Mhſcetur ; pemitiiſq; cave plangoribus ædes 
Fæmineis ululant. | 


Crinibus a Temple Caſſandra, adytiſi; Minerve, 
58 2 | Ad 
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The Great, Imperial, City ruſhes down; 

© Empreſs of Ages, bright in freſh Renown ! 
Thro' ev'ry Street the Dead in Heaps are ftrew'd, 
And thro' the Fanes of evry DaRDAN God. 
Nor Blood alone the thirſty Sword diſtains 


Stream'd from our Side, and pour d from Tzucrian Veins; | 
By turns, our Breaſts re-kindling Virtue warms; 
And the proud Victor finks beneath our Arms. 


In ev'ry Quarter, Groans, and pallid Fear, 


And varying Forms of ghaſtly Death appear. 
Firſt of the Foe, that gave our Arms the Stand, 


 Advanc'd AnpRroGtvs, with a num'rous Band: 

The erring Chief miſtakes us for Allies, 

And frankly thus, in friendly Terms, applies. 
Haſt, Brothers of the War! What ſlow Delay 

Retards you thus, while others ſnatch the Prey? 


Crouds, after Crouds, Txov's burning Plunder ſhare ; 


From the tall Ships do you but now repair ? 


Ad calum tendens ardentia lumina fruſtra. 
9 At me tum primùm ſavus circumſtetit horror; 
Obſiupui : fubiit cart genitoris imago: 

ſubiit deſerta Creuſa, 

10 Non tulit hanc ſpeciem furiatd mente Corcebus, 
Et ſeſe medium injecit moriturus in Agamen. 
Stat caſus renovare omnes: 

— — & rurſus caput objectare periclis. 

11 Diis aliter viſum : ES” 

12 Iliaci cimeres, & flamma extrema meorum, 
Teftor, in 1 veſtro, nec tela, nec ullas 

Vitaviſſe vices Danaim; &, þ Fata fuiſſent 
Ut caderem, meruiſſe manu, | 


—— — 


| 


He 


c Empreſs of Ages, ] Our Poet ſays, multos 
dominata per Annos; which is ſpeaking very 
modeſtly, and yet confining its Antiquity to no 
definite Number of Years. Nor was the Du- 
ration of iis Dominion, according to the moſt 
general Accounts, very extenſive : rather, in- 
deed, it was an Empire of a contracted Period, 
For Trey is thought to have been built by Dar- 
danus, about the Year of the World, 2574 ; 
and it was deſtroy'd by the Greets, about the 
Year, 2870: ſo that the Interval of its flou- 
riſhing State makes but 296 Years. Again ; 


according to Lydiat's Calculation, it was de- 


ſtroy d 


Caxro III. 


VI R GIL's AZ NEID. 


He ſaid, and ſtrait, * no friendly Anfwer made, 
Found his raſh Steps to circling Foes betray'd ; 


With inſtant Terror and Surprize poſſeſs d, 

At once his Foot and Accents he repreſs d. 

Like One, who unawares midſt Thorns ſhould tread | 
The lurking Snake, and back recoils with Dread, 
While, ſtung with Rage, her ſwelling Neck ſhe rears; 
| So ſtarts AnpRoGEvs, pierc'd with ſudden Fears. 


Thick with our Arms we cloſe the Wretches round ; 
Chill'd with Affright, and Strangers to the Ground, 


An eaſy Prey they fall. 


Fair Fortune ſpeeds 


This firſt Exploit, and crowns our hardy Deeds. 

Fluſh'd with Succeſs, and heighten'd into Pride, 
The young Cokoxnus thus, exulting, cryd; 
Fellows in Arms! Oh, where Fate's firſt kind Ray 
To Hope and Safety points the proſp'rous Way, 


Let us purſue: Change we our Shields, and bear 
Their Helmets, Creſts, and n in the War. 


ſtroy'd as early as the Year of the World, 
2796 : which reduces the Continuance of its 
Empire to 222 Years. What ſhall we ſay then 
to Servius's Comment upon the Paſſage before us ? 
Urbs antiqua,| Quia duobus millibus oftingentis 
annis regndſſe firmatur. This is a „ 
Diſproportion in Time, betwixt Two thouſand 
and eight hundred Vears, and three Centuries 
at the moſt. I could advance ſeveral Con- 
jectures to ſolve this Difficulty, and account for 
Serviys's Calculation, but I think it ſafer to * 
with our Author; 

Nen meſtrum inter ves tantas componere lites. 

I will not take upon me to decide ſo nice 
a Controverſy. | 


| 


Who 
d —— friendly Anſwer made,) We are not 
A underſtand by this, that the Trejans replied 
either in a gruff or inſulting Manner : rather, 
that they made no Reply at all. And there 
were two Reaſons for their Silence : If they had 
ſpoke, they would have been difcovered by their 
barbarous Accents ; and they could not return 
the Symbolum, or Watch-word, which is given 
in all Camps, by which One Party is diſtin- 
guiſh'd from Another, and a Surprize from an 
Enemy prevented. 
e Like One, who unawares] If there was Rea- 


fon to complain of the Similie, which N | 


itſelf at the Beginning of this Canto, for Im- 
propriety 3 we have here One, which repays 
that 


4 
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Who queſtions Fraud, or Valour, in a Foe ? 
The Arms we want, behold | their Slain beſtow. 


This ſaid, AnproGeus' Helmet he aſſumes, 


Reſplendent in its Creſt, and waving Plumes ; 
The rich- grav d Shield he to his Arm apply d, 
And flung the Axcrvs Faulchion by his Side. 

Rirhzus, and DyMas, and the youthful reſt 5 


Their Limbs in unacquainted Mail inveſt. 


Mixt with the Foe * we march, with ill Preſage, 


And, *midſt the Gloom, in many a Fight engage. 


Crouds of their Hoſt lie welt'ring now in Gore : 


Some ſeek the Ships, and Some 


the well-known Shore: 


In baſer Conſternation, Part repair 
Back to the Horſe, and trembling ſhelter there. 


Alas ! tis vain for Mortals to contend, 


Unleſs the mighty Gods their Toils befriend. 


that Defect by the ſtricteſt Propriety. This is 


likewiſe borrow'd from Homer, with a Circum- 


{tance of Advantage to our Author in Point of 


Tuſtneſs ; in that, the Man, who treads on a 
Serpent, and enrages him, has more Reaſon to 
be alarmed, than Another, who only ſees a 
Serpent, unprovok'd, ruſtling forth from a Cop- 
-pice. The firſt Serpent, from Inſtinct and in- 
nate Reſentment, would turn and revenge him- 
ſelf; the Other, from the ſame Inſtinct, run 
away, and take Shelter. | 
Qs SN Gre Tis Te Searxovla id ar marivopso e d 
*Oupe©& ty gs, und Ts re NN qa, 
"AJ 7 areyopnre, Ae vi AA Se. 
II. v. v. 33. 


As when ſome Shepherd, from the ruſtling Trees 
Sbot forth to View, 4 ſcaly Serpent ſees; 


With 
Trembling, and pale, he ſtarts with wild Afright, 


And, all-confus'd, precipitates his Flight. 
| Ar. Pope. 


The ingenious Monſieur de Segrats gives it as 
his Opinion, that as Virgil has already ſo co- 
piouſly deſcrib'd the Serpents, which kilPd La- 
ocoon and his Sons, and as he afterwards com- 
pares Pyrrhus to. a Serpent, that has caſt his 
Slough, the Similie, now before us, might ve- 
ry well be retrench'd; it making too frequent 
a Repetition of the ſame Image. He allows it 
to be ſhort, natural, and well expreſs'd ; but 
as It conveys a Sameneſs of Idea, and as this 
Book has, beſides, many other beautiful Simi- 
lies, he thinks, it might be ſpared. 

f ———— we march, with ill Preſage,] The 
Words of the Original here are ambiguous, and 
ſubject to different Interpretations, aud Nu- 


Canto III. VIRGIL: @NEIM © 


with Hair diſhevell'd, lol from Parra Wine 


 CassanDRa's dragg'd, of Prian's royal Line; 


Lifting to Heav'n her glaring Eyes in vain : 


Her Eyes ; for Bonds her tender Hands reſtrain. 


The killing Sight Cororsus could not bear; 
And, fix'd on Death, flies furious to the War. 
Fir'd by the youthful Chief, like him we glow ; 
Ruſh in, and charge the thickeſt of the Foe, 

From the high Fane a Show'r of Darts deſcends ; 
Here firſt we periſh by the Hands of Friends. 
The fatal Slaughter from Miſtake aroſe ; 


Our borrow'd Arms and Creſts proclaim us Foes. 


Now, with collected Force, the Gzzzxs invade ; 


Stung with Reſentment for the reſcued Maid. 
Th' ATzipz Both, and, fierce beyond the reſt, 
Ajax, and all Doroe1a's Hoſt infeſt. 

5 As when the adverſe Winds their Battles wage, 


And Zernvrus, and Norus, loud engage, 


mine noſtro i. e. with the Gods againſt us, 


in general; or, without our own peculiar Gods. 


For, as Servius obſerves, the Greeks bore, for the 
Impreſs of their Shields, the Portraiture of Nep- 
tune; and the Trojans, that of Minerva: ſo 
that, by the Change of Arms, they had changed 
their Gods, Nonius Marcellus, who quotes the 
Word Numen, as uſed in this Paſſage by our 
Author, ſays, it is put pro Ornatu - which ſtrikes 
in with the laſt Interpretation. We are told 
likewiſe by Xen2phm, that the Greeks of a later 
Age diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by particular Let- 
ters engrav'd on their Shields: The Lacedæ- 


And 


monians bore A; the Peloponne/zans, II; and the 


Sicyonians Z. So amongſt the Romans, a Conteſt 
ariſing betwixt the Soldiers of Marius and Ca- 
tulus, about the Merit of the Victory obtain'd 
by them in Conjunction againſt the Cimbri; 
the dead Bodies of the Enemy were fearch'd, 
and the Darts, which were ſent from Catulus's 
Soldiers, were found to have his Name inſcrib'd 
on them. Both theſe Inſtances are taken No- 
tice of by Mr. Ogilly in his Notes on our Poet. 
g As when the adverſe Winds] This Similie, 


as Fulvins Urſinus obſerves, is imitated from 


| Homer And Macrabius quotes it as One of 


Thoſe, 


- N nm,, — — 


| Thoſe, in aki Virgil BY not _ up to the 


Bohne J Ziepueys, 7 Te Opyunley d d nmy, 
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And 3 joyous with his Eaſtern Steeds ; : 


The Foreſts groan, and bend their ſhatter'd Heads: : 


While foamy Nzzevs with his Trident raves, 

And from the Bottom heaves the boiling Waves. 
Thoſe too, whom, ſcatter'd, in the Gloom of Night 
We drove, and put by Stratagem to Flight, 


Rally afreſh : 


And mark our Accents, and the 


They firſt the Cheat explore; 


Arms we bore. 


Cruſh'd down by Crouds, now faſt our Fates we meet ; 
Firſt falls Corxornus at PeNELEUS Feet, 
Before the Warriour-Goddeſs Altar ſlain; 


n RirHñRUs next drops upon th enſanguin' d Plain : : 
A Man more juſt, more ſtrict to Nature's Laws, 
Drew not the Sword in vanquiſh'd ILI du's Cauſe. 


Yet, Heav'n ſo pleas'd, beneath the Foe he bends ; . 


Dignity of the Greek Poet. 


Qs dvs1uor 9 ber 6 delys roy ix, 


FH eZamivns Hue Se TE x0 pet KEARIEY 
Keb, AAS d wal? & xc p0x@- END 
Qs idee & e ονẽẽd "AN cur. 


As from its cloudy Dungeon iſſueing forth, 
A double Tempeſt of the Weſt and North 
Sells oer the Sea, from Thracia's frozen Share, 


| And Hyeanis and Dramas, ſtabb'd by Friends, 
Fall in the erring Fray: Nor could thy great, 
Thy matchleſs Piety retard thy Fate, 


0 Paxrhus 


This IV, ay, and * the bailing Deeps are toft ; 

Such variaus . urg d the troubled Hoſt. 
Mr. Pope. 

h Rir kus next dropt] Germanus has con- 


jectur'd, as Mr. Ogihhy takes Notice, that Ripbe- 
Us, whom the Poet feigns to have been a Tro- 


jan, might be a particular Friend to Virgil, who 
therefore, in Gratitude, -eternizes his Name: As, 
Herodotus tells us in his Life of Homer, that 


Poet in his Oahſſey has perpetuated the Name of 
Mentor, who was his Contemporary, and 


TI. aps Waves on Haves, and bids th" Egean roar; 


whom he was cured of the Infirmity in T 
Eyes, 


Canto III. VIRGIL: ANELTD: 


O PaNTHUS! nor AyoLLo's ſacred Wreath 


Shield from the Arrows of unerring Death. 


You ruin'd Piles, you laſt devouring Flame! 


i Witneſs, ye Shades of Heroes, once of Name |! 


That, in your Fall, I ſought no ſhameful Flight; 


Met Arms with Arms, nor eer declin'd the Fight: 


And had not Heav'n decreed a longer Date, 
This Hand of mine had merited my Fate. 


Now from the fatal Combate are we torne, 


To diſtant Scenes of fiercer Danger borne ; 


I ſpeed, by Irhrrus and PRLIASs join d; 


Deep in the Vale of Years, the Firſt, declin'd 3 


And PELIAsõ, wounded by ULvssEs Spear, 


Falt'ring in Strength, went limping to the War. 


From PRIAu's Palace call the dread Alarms, 


The Bray of Tumult, and the Claſh of Arms; 


As buſie Death from other Parts were fled, 
And here alone the labour'd Battle bled : 


Mans, all unconquer'd, ſo maintains his Ground; 


By cluſt'ring Gzzzxs the Dome inveſted round. 


Eyes. The Hiſtorian likewiſe deſcribes Men-“ E fe praccinto pur faſſè a fopra, 
tor to be a Man of ſingular Integrity; as /ir-| Cb is vi moriffe, il meritai con I opra. 


gil paints his Ripheus. 
i Witneſs, ye Shades of Heroes,] Taſfſo, in his- 
 JeRvUSALEM freed, I can 


To - 


Canto VIII. St. 24. 


t ſay, has imitated, | I 7tneſs, dear Remnants of my Maſter ſlain, 


but tranſlated this Paſſage almoſt Word for Word. | The Bld, which flow'd with Honcur on the 


Plain, 


Voi chianw in Teſtimonio, O del mio caro | 
Signor ſangue ben ſparſo, e nobil Offa, 
Ch all hor non fui de la mia Vita avaro, 


Ne ſcbivai ferro, nt ſchivai percoſſa ; | 


Strife; 


H 


ft That fill Tue not been ſparing of my Life, 
Declin'd no Sword, nor ſhun'd the dang'rous 


And 


r 


| q 
2 
4 

} 
| 

[| 

4 

N 

Rt 


Horace, Signatum præſente nota. 


Sy 


— 
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To 15 high Roofs up climb a Throng of Foes, : 


k And ſafe beneath their tortois d Bucklers roſe. 
Cloſe-grappled to the Walls, in Rows aſcend 
The Ladders and their ſcaling Steps befriend. 
On the left Arm their Shields oppos d they rear, 
So ward the T empeſt of the miſſive War; 
And, as they upward urge the deſp rate Fight, 
Graſp the firm Turrets with their daring Right. 
The Roofs and Turrets from their Seats we rend, 
And downward on the bold Aſſailants ſend. 


The rich-gilt Beams we from their Girders raze, 
And hurl the Pomp and Pride of happier Days. 


Fixt in their Stands, a num'rous Guard below 
Defend each Portal from the preſſing Foe. 
Renew'd in Soul, Diſtreſs freſh Vigour lends 
The regal Dome to ſave, and aid our Friends. 
A ſtealthy Paſs there was, and Poſtern blind, 


That led to all th' Apartments from behind; 


And had it bem in Fate that J ſhould bleed, 
Death I provot'd by many a hardy Deed. 


K And ſafe beneath their tortois'd Bucklers roſe. ] 
T don't know, whether I have not firſt ven- 
tur'd to coin this Epithet, zortais'd. ] hope it 
may paſs current, like the Coin mention'd by 
However, it 


is very well known, that both the Greeks and 
Romans, in the Aſſault of any Town or For- 
treſs, had a defenſive Invention (call'd by the 


| 


Former, XeAwvyn ; by the Latter, Teſudo) which 
took its Name from its covering and ſheltering 
the Soldiers, as a Tortoiſe is covered by its 


Theo 
Shell: For by their Targets being lock'd one 


within another, and advanced over their Heads, 
they marched up to the very Walls under ſo 


firm an artificial Roof, that the Stones, and 


other miſſive Weapons, ſent down upon them 
from the Beſieged, were eaſily carried off, and 
render d ineffectual, Diadorus Siculus ſuppoſes 


this Invention as early as the Traſan War, and 


— 


then firſt put in Practice. | 
I 4 flealthy Paſs there was, and Poftern blind,] 


Maonſizur de Segrais has given us a few very 
nice, and critical Obſervations upon this Pa- 
ſage ; which ſet the Art and Addreſs of our Poet 


n 
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Thro' which, full oft, whilſt yet ſurviv d our Tor, 
With young AsTYanax, the princely Boy, 

Diſtreſt AxDROMACHRE her Progreſs made, 

And the unpompous, private, Viſit paid: 

At Pxiam's Knee the blooming Child would place, 
And chear his Grandame with her HzcToR's Race. 
Thro This the Summit of the Dome I gain, 

| Whence wretched Troy dealt out her Darts in vain : 
A leaning Tow'r, which Sky-invading ſtands, 

And royal TRov's extended View commands, 

From whence the wide Encampments of the Foe, 
And all their Navies, are ſurvey'd below, 

With Steel we batter, where disjointed lie 

Th' unmortisd Beams, and puſh it from on high. 
The pond rous, founding, Ruin ſwift deſcends : 
And buries Squadrons far as it extends: 

But Others ſoon facceed, renew th' Alarms, 


_ Hurl Show'rs of Stones, and ev'ry Kind of Arms. 


in a fine Point of Light, and therefore I'll ſubjoin | of Fiction. To elevate the Affair of the blind 
an Abſtract of his Criticiſm. The Palace of | Poſtern, he feigns, that thro” this Gate and 
Priam being ſtrongly beleaguer'd and inveſted, be- Paſſage, in the Times of her Proſperity, Au- 
fore Æneas can enter to its Relief; he is driven | dromache was uſed to lead her young A/tyanax 
to a Neceſſity of ſtealing in with his Party at a| to viſit his old Grandſire Priam. By this 
Poſtern, either deſerted, or undiſcover'd : thro' | Image, noble and elevated in itſelf, and full 
which, they aſcend to an gs Tower, and puſh the | of Tenderneſs, the Lowneſs of the Circum- 
Battlements of it down upon the Enemy. "Theſe | ſtance, with regard to the Poſtern, is avoided 
are Circumſtances, ſays he, of ſo low a Na- and loft, ' To elevate the Affair of the old 
ture in themſelves, as not to admit of being | mouldring Tower, being puſh'd down, which 
embelliſh'd, or wrought up to the Dignity of | conveys but a mean Idea, he as happily feigns, 
Heroic, Virgil was conſcious of this Objection ; |. that from thence they could take a Proſpect of 
and happily found the Means of heightening, | all Tray, diſcover the Camp and Motions of the 
and cloathing, both Circumſtances by the Help! Enemy, and ſurvey the 1 of their 2 | 
2 cet. 


—— — ins —— — — — — 


pied from Homer. 
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Juſt on the Cell, bn burniſht Armour bright, 
Pyzrnvus exults, and rages for the Fight. 
m(As when a Snake, with noxious Herbage fed, 


Riſes emergent from his wintry Bed, 


Where, ſwoll'n with Venom, long inearth'd he lay; 


His Slough now caſt, reſtor d to vernal Day, 

He ſhines in Youth renew'd : his ſparkling Creſt 
High to the Sun he rears, and crimſon Cheſt : 
Wanton, erect, his Spires he rolls along, 

And vibrates Fury from his forky Tongue.) 

With him unweildy PRRIPHAs came on, 


2 


And, skillful at the Steed, Ap roukE DON; 


Who tended ſtill AchtLLEs in the Field, 
Who drove his Chariot, and ſuſtain'd his Shield. 


| Round 
Fleet. This, again, is giving the old Turret} Virgil, *tis obvious, according to his Cuſtom 
a Significance, which makes its Demolition to | improves upon his Original by the Superaddi- 
be conſider'd with Regret and Pity ; and quite | tion of ſome delicate Circumſtances. Arioſto, 
_ _— ny * of 8 ariſing 5 his Orlando furicſe, has copied this Similie 
rom the Manner of its Tumbling. I from Virgil. : Ee 

L obſerved, after I had drawn . this Note, : 2: 
that Dr. Trapp has likewiſe touch'd upon Mon- 9 oO tenebre Serpente, 

feeur de Segracs's Criticiſm. | Det - . ni Squalan vetuſto, 
m (As when & Snake, ] This Similie, as Macro- el nuove Scoglio altiero, e che ſi ſente 


= . 1 ö ö 2 ö o 
bius and Fulvius Urſinas have oblerved, is co- e e e piu che mai robuſto 
| | | re lingue vibra, & ha ne gli occhi fuoco 


Dovung; paſſa, ognꝰ Animal da Juoco. 
| 8 Canto XVII. St. 11. 


Qs d Segrwy tm7 yeh öôpS %S avſpa winner, 
* 3 7 * 5 
BeCpwnas xard pfApudrk, tv It Te wiv xoncs aids, 


SuepIantor Ss Sidopxer tAivoper@ meet . Aloft lite a Serpent fierce, that hath of late 
| II. X. v. 93. His old Skin caſt, and left it in the Mod, 
| | Rejoicing neo of his renewed State, s 

So, rolPd up in his Den, the. ſwelling Snake Of bis freſh Strength, his young' and lujty Blood. 
Behelds the Traveller approach the Brake, | +Hle ſhews his forked Tongues and comes apace ; 
hen, fed with narious Herbs, his turgid Veins| And ery Bea/t, that ſees him, gives him Place. 

Have. bs half the Poiſons of the Plains, | | 1 Sir J. Harrington. 
He burns, he ffiſfens with collected Ire; AJ. iaſto, in the Canto Fe RO alled e ok 

6 | . Ns 4 / n 

Hud his red Eye-balls glare with living Fire. whe Deſcriptions from he Rook us 


Mr. Pope, 


Author's, to fall within the Compaſs of my 
Notes, 


Canto III. VIRGIL: 
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Round the young Chief his Scyzian Bands advance, 


And follow chearful, as he points the Lance. 

Fierce, they invade ; and, with relentleſs Hands, 

Toſs to the lofty Roofs the flaming Brands. 

Himſelf his Wrath among the foremoſt pours, 
Wields the ſtrong Battle-ax, and burſts the Doors. 

| Cleft through, tough Beams and knotty Timbers lie; 
And brazen Pillars from their Hinges fly. 
Wide yawns the batter d Dome; and far within, | 
Thro' window'd Chaſms, the long-extended Courts are ſeen ; 
Thoſe wide Apartments, and thoſe Rooms of State, 
Where Pram, and his great Fore-fathers fate ; 


And the arm'd Guards, that at 


the Threſhold wait. 


From Roofs yet more retir d ſhrill Clamours riſe, 


The Shrieks of Virgins mixt with Matrons' Cries : 


Notes. I will therefore return to Homer and 
Virgil, and ſubjoin one Obſervation on che two 
Poets in the Similie before us; becauſe none 
of the Commentators, that I can find, have 
touch'd upon it. Virgil ſpeaks of the Serpent, 
mala gramina paſtus, as tf poiſonous Herbs were 
his ordinary and conſtant Diet: Homer, I think, 
with more Propriety, and a more intimate Know- 
ledge of Nature, mentions the Serpent as hav- 
ing eat Poiſon, juſt when he meant to Fe in 
Wait, and was prepar'd for Miſchief: dydeg 
Arnet BeH xard odpudrd. Alian, in his 
_ Hiſtory ot Animals, mentions this Cuſtom of 


the Serpent: and fays, it is alluded to by Homer. 


Me Ae, ο Tie fAAoNar 1 dvifreroy n Vheg, 
Tas Jayalngipes filas teis0ty Y Tas bag per! 

20 Tiaulas. Our vv 5 deg. ods Ounp S avlor 
Tis res du N yev, d ο due 


awiet + go A merumrndes gie Parts of the Houſe. 


TOAAGy Papuaredoy ,.. Lib. vi. cap. 4. 


The 


„But when they lie in Wait for either Man 
or Beaſt, they feed upon mortal Roots, and 
ſuch like Plants. Nor was Homer a Stran- 
ger to this their Manner of Feeding; for he 
ſpeaks of a Serpent as couching convolv'd at 
the Mouth of his Den, and as having be- 
fore-hand gorged himſelf with Diverſity of 
poiſonous Plants.” The learned Dr. Trapp 
had certainly forgot this Paſſage of Alian; for 
he confeſſes, he dues not enough underitand 
the Hiſtory of Animals to determine this Point: 
and therefore, I preſume, gave the preference 
to the Similie as wrought by Virgil. 

n From Roofs yet more retir'd] Interior domus, 


cc 


ſays the Original. The Women in Greece, and 
ſo likewiſe in the Orieatal Countries, rarely, 


or never, appeared in ſtrange Company; and 
therefore were confin'd to the moſt remote 


For this Reaſon, their 
Buildings were uſually divided into two Parts, 
| | in 


— — ado —̃— — PI HnS:—_ 
P 
6 - _ na 


to return to my Author. 


'The headed Yell the vaulted Arches tears, 
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And mounts aloft, and ſtrikes the golden Stars. 
The trembling Train thro' all the Palace ftray, 
Confus'd with Grief, diſtracted with Diſmay ; 
Imprint a Kiſs on ev'ry Pillar's Baſe, 


And cling, and claſp them with a laſt Embrace. 


Pyzrnvs aſſails with all his Father's Force, 
Nor Bars, nor Guards oppoſe his ardent Courſe. 
Wrench'd from their Jambs, here pond'rous Pillars lie; 
There, burſt by batt ring Engines, Portals fly. 
Forc'd is the Way; a Throng of Rufhans fill 


The regal Dome; and, whom they meet, they kill. 


in which the Men and Women had diſtin 
Apartments: the Men's, towards the fore Gate; 
the Women's, running far backward, and often 
in the upper Part of the Houſe. Dr. Potter 
quotes a Verſe from Homer, to ſhew that. He- 
« [en had her Chamber in the loftieſt Part of the 
«« Houſe.” | | 


H & AC Unlbeopoy FdAgpor xis STa ywerrey, 
Il Vo v. 423. 
But debe O may ſignify a high-roof'd A- 
partment as well in the firſt, as upper, Floor; 
and comprebend the Idea of Magnificence, as 
well as Diſtance from the lower Rooms. But, 
The Paſſage before 
us, as Servius ſays, is taken from Ennius's De- 
ſcription of the Siege of Alba - a Story, which, 
tho' we have loſt from the Hand of that Poet, 
remains moſt poetically painted by Zizy in the 
firſt Book of his Hiſtory. Arioſio has ſtrictly 
copied Virgil's Deſcription for five whole Verſes 
together, 


Sonar per gli alti e ſpatioft tetti 

S' edono gridi, e ſeminil lament: : 

L' affiitle donne, percotendo i petii, 

Corron per caſa pallide, e dolenti: 

E albraccian gli uſci e i genial: letti, 

Cbe ige hanna a laſciare a firane genti. 
Canto XVII. St. 13. 


- Not 
For what Reaſon Sir J. Harrington has quite 
left out this fine Paſſage, in his Tranſlation of 
that Italian Poet, I can't gueſs, I ſhould ra- 
ther have given it in his Words, had he ren- 
der'd it at all: but as he has not, the Cu- 


ſtom, I have impos'd upon myſelf in theſe 
Notes, obliges me to do it. 8 


Thre* all the high and fpatious Roofs a Sound 
Of Shrieks is heard, and female Cries rebound; 
Pale frighted Matrons flutter here and there, 
Streaming their Eyes, and their 'bruis d Boſems 
Bare; 

The genial Beds and Portals they embrace, 
Fhich now muſt ſoon receive a fireign Race. 
This Cuſtom of kifling Doors, Columns, Beds, 
&c. before they were obliged to quit them, is 
alluded to by many of the Poets, and accounted 


| for by Turnebus, in his Adverſaria, Lib. XII. 


C. 5. Fulvius U ſinus tells us, Virgil has bor- 
row'd the Hint from Apollonius Rhodius, where 
Medza does the fame Thing, upon quitting 
her Father's Houſe. 


Kyos d £69 Ts A: © Y dixaides dupoTipwley 
Sr N νẽ, N TX av ETaQNGX]0" YEp0' Te i 
"PnZautyn TAdxapue! FRAGKA νãi;ia WyTE 

EzAAMITS @aplerins. 5 
| | Lib. IV, v. 26, &c. 
„ With 
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* Not with ſuch Rage the foamy River pours 
The furious Deluge from the broken Shores ; | 
When Oer the Plains the driving Streams are roll'd, 
And with the Cattle ſweep away the Fold. 
There, on the Threſhold, all in Blood embru'd, 
Fierce PyxRRHUs, and the Brother-Kings I view'd ; 
View'd aged Hecusa, and, in her Train, 

A hundred Daughters, to augment her Pain ; 

And rev'rend Prram, ſtaining now with Gore 
Thoſe Fires, which he had hallow'd juſt before. 

? The fifty Rooms to nuptial Joys conſign'd, = 
(And whence our Hopes ſo long a Race divin'd) 
Rich with Barbaric Gold their Beams, and bright 
With many a Spoil, and Trophie of the Fight, 

. „ N Fall 
fee , bl Er r of ens 


tears 5 by Hemer. 
A copious Ringlet of ber lovely Hairs : 


TIevTHxov] Eveoav SFdAapmor Fee AI Holo, 


And to her Mother leaves the Gift behind, C000ͤĩͤ³·ð» od - 
«2 , nero, whe 5 maids 

The Token of her Virgin State reſign' d. Korpualo Tlewdproro ag . „ 

o Net with ſuch Rage] This Similie, as Ma- Il. C. v. 246, &c. 


crobius has taken Notice, is imitated from Ho-| A, | | 
mer : *Tis applied to the Force and Fury, with Oer theſe a Range of Marble Structure runs, 
which Ajax ruſh'd upon, and bore down the The rich Pavilions of his fifty Sons 
Trojans. In fifty Chambers lodg d 

g Ar. Pope. 


” 1e FA 2 A | | 

Ns 4 orols D oleajds _— qt As to theſe Apartments being inrich'd with 
Retſperpps x ect, ab 1 e > | Barbaric (i. e. foreign) Gold, and Spoils and 
| Tlonags J pos & ,,; M Ss Ts md nas Trophies of War, it is very well explain'd in 


"EogipsJ, moans Os T' agua yeley eis ane c. another Paſſage by our Author. 
| II. A. v. 493, &c. 


| 8 Multaq, prætered ſacris in poſtibus Arma, 
As when a Torrent, ſtvell d with wintry Rains, Captivi pendent Currus, curveq; Secures, 
Peurs from the Mountains Cer the delug M Plains, | Et Criſtæ capitum, & Portarum ingentia Clauſtra, 
And [es and Oaks, from their Foundations Spiculag;, Chpeigz, ereptaqz Refira carinis. 
| torn, | An, VII. v. 184, &c. 
A Cruntry's Ruins ! to the Seas are born. | | 
— | Ar. Pope. 


Around | 


— A 9" 


Wane: eieaans 
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Fall to the Ground, in ſmould'ring Aſhes laid; 
And what eſcapes the Flame, 


the GREE¹s invade, 


And now, perhaps, you may deſirous wait 


To hear the Tale of royal PRTAu's Fate. 


Seeing his Town o'er-pow'r'd, his Subjects kill'd, 


His Gates all burſt, with Foes his Palace fill'd, 


He, trembling, round his aged Shoulders ſpreads 


Thin Armour, long diſus d to martial Deeds: 
Girds on an uſeleſs Sword about his Waſt, 


And goes to meet his Fate in 


furious Haſt. 


Midſt the wide Dome, its Coverture the Sky, 
A ſpatious Altar ſtood ; a Laurel, by; 


Whoſe antient, venerable, Branches ſpread, 
And Oer the Houſhold Gods their Umbrage ſhed. 
Like Doves by Tempeſts urg'd, and driving Rain, 


Here mournful Hzcuza (but, here, in vain) 


Around the Poſis hung Helmets, Darts, and 
Spears, | | | 

And captive Chariots, Axes, Shields, and Bars, 

And broken Beaks of Ships, the Trophies of 
their Wars. Mr. Dryden. 


Now, Prian's Sons being all Warriours, Virgil 
ſuppoſes their Apartments deck'd with Spoils 
taken from the Enemy, in Alluſion to a Cuſtom 
practis'd much by the Romans in his Time. 
Cicero, I remember, in one of his Invectives 
againſt Anthomy, after he had poſſeſs'd himſelf 
of Pompey's Houſe, touches on this Cuſtom with 


no little Virulence. An tu ila in Vſtilulo Ro- 
ſtra, & h ſtium Shohia, cum aſpexiſti, domum tu- | 


am intrare te putas? * When you behold thoſe 
«6 Beaks of Ships, and hoſtile Spoils, in the 
4 Porch, 
* your own Houte ? ? | 


can you think, you are entering 


With | 


| q Like Doves by Tempeſts urg d,] Arirfts has 
imitated this Similie in his Orlando furicſo. 


Donne e Donzelle con pallida faccia, | 


Timide a guiſa di Colombe, fanno; 
Che da Grano ſi paſchi d i Nidi caccia 
Rabbia de Venti, che fremendo vanno 


Con tuoni e lampi; &C. 
- Canto XLVI. St. 95. 
Fair Dames and Damſels Hand with Looks dij- 


maid, 
With Fear and Trembling, like to fearful Drves ; 
Whom fome black Tempeſt-bringing Cloud hath 
fray'd, | 
Aud driv'n from Fields, to fhraid in Houſes 


Kooves, 
Sir J. Harrington. 
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With her fad Daughters, round the Altar plac'd, 
The Statues of the Houſhold Gods embrac'd. 

But when ſhe ſaw in warlike Plight array'd 

Th' enfeebled PRIAM, What dire Rage, ſhe ſaid, 
What Frenzy, O my wretched Lord l alarms 
Your Breaſt? Or, whither ruſh you thus in Arms ? 
No ſuch Defence, nor that enervate Hand, 

Tho my own HecTox liv'd, the Times demand. 
Hither retire; this Shrine protect us All! 

Or, if Fate urge, well here together fall. 

She ſpoke ; and, watchful o'er his threaten'd Fate, 
Plac'd the old Monarch in the hallow'd Seat. 


Lo! ſcap'd from PyRRHUSs Sword, and darting GgkEEs, 


Thro' the long Iſles Por rr Es Refuge ſeeks, 

A Son of PRIA MH; wounded, round he caſt 
His Eyes with Dread, and ſees the Cloiſters waſt: 
Pyxrnvus purſues, impetuous his Career, | 


And now, and now, he preſs d him with his Spear: 


When, 


r The my own HEcTOR liv'd,] La Cerda 
ſeems willing to think, he has found out a 
Secret, why Hecuba, ſpeaking to Priam of 
Hector, calls him my, and not our HECTOR. Eu- 
phorion, Tbycus, Alexander the Ætolian, Lycophron, 
and ſome others (as we learn from the Scho- 
liaſt on Homer) had propagated a Tradition, 
that Hector had Apollo to his Father, tho' He- 
cba bore him. It was a common Impoſition 
of the Heathen Times, in order to magnify the 
Reputation of any Hero, to bring in a God to 
croſs the Breed, This Notion, with Regard 

to Hector, ſeems not to have been ſo old as 

Hemer's Time; or, at leaſt, he gave no Ci 


dit to it : For he ſpeaks of Hector (in the Per- 
fon of 4yamemnm, who means him Praile) as a 
meer Mortal by both Parents. 


"Oar "Exlop #8554 Art ?. Gas AN, 
| NouTas, Ts Jed yds gia, dre $2070. 
Il. x. v. 49, &c. 


That Hondurs the belov'd of Jove adorn ! 
Sprung of no God, and of no God deſs born. . 
| Mr. Pope. 


The Learned Johua Barnes's Latin Verſion of 
this Paſſage is pretty ſingular, 
Nu 


1 
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When, juſt within his hapleſs Parents Sight, 
Falls the maim'd Youth, and clos'd his Eyes in Night. 
Pram, tho' round involv'd in Death's ſtrict Snares, 


Abſtains not ; nor his Words, nor Anger ſpares : 


But may, exclaims he loud, the righteous Gods 


(If there be Juſtice in thoſe bleſt Abodes 
Such daring Crimes, ſuch Horrors, to regard) 
Show'r on thy Guilt, and Thee, the due Reward ! 


Who force me to behold a Son expire, 


And with the bloody Death pollute the Sire. 
Not fo AcriLLEs, that exalted Name, 


From whom your fair Deſcent you falſely claim, 


Behay'd to hoſtile PRlAu: No! his Ear 
Drank in the Juſtice of his Suppliant's Pray'r: 


Gave to the Fun ral Rite my HEC rox ſlain, 


And ſent me back a King to 


my Domain. 


Thus ſpoke the aged Sire, and wrathful threw 


A feeble Dart, which unavailing flew ; 


5 Duet Hector fecit Jovi charus in filios Achi- 
vorum 
Gratis, &c. 
Why "auJos is render'd here gratis, is more than 
can conceive : it ſignifies certainly, in this 


Place, sro dds, I tails, fic fimpliciter, uni- 


ce per ſe that, what Hector did, was thro' the 
Dint of his own Fortitude, and not the Con- 
currence, or Aſſiſtance of any Deity. | 
Net ſo ACHILLEsS,] The Conduct and Be- 
haviour of Achilles to Priam, when the old Mo- 
narch came to ſollicite the Ranſom of Hector's 
Body, is treated of at large by Homer, in the 


And 


XXIVth Book of the lad. We find Achilles 
treating the old Man with a. proper Decency, 
and a Senſe of Compaſſion for his great Misfor- 
tunes; yet, by Starts, his native Ferity breaks 
out upon him. However, he ſuffers Priam to 
ranſom the Body of Hector; places it with his 
own Hands in the Chariot, cover'd over with 
rich Veſtments ; regales the old Man with a 
Banquet and a Bed ; and promiſes a Suſpenſion 
of Arms for eleven Days (the Time requeſted by 
Priam) whilſt the Trejans ſhould perform all the 
requiſite Rites of Mourning and Burial. To this 
humane Behaviour of Achilles it is that Virgil 


here alludes, in what Priam ſays to Pyrrbus. 


Canto Ill. VIRGIL: E as 


And, inſtant by the ſounding Braſs repell'd, 


Hung quiv'ring on the Surface of the Shield. 
When vaunting PyxRHUs thus; Thou therefore go, 
On a dire Meſlage, to the Shades below: 

There, tell PzLipes of his ſavage Son, 
And how degen rate is his PyRRHUSs grown. 


Now, die! He ſpoke, and drags the royal Sire, 


Trembling, and ſliding in the bloody Mire, 


Sluic'd from his Son, ev'n to the Altar ; there, 

His left Hand twiſted in his hoary Hair, 

He, with his right, the threat'ning Sword diſplay d, 

And buries in his Side the flaming Blade. 
Thus ended Pram ; this his rigid Fate; 


- Surviving juſt to ſee his ruin'd State; 
His Palace and his Tor in Aſhes laid: 


Who once ſo many Realms and Nations ſway d, 


And As14's proud, imperial Scepter bore, 

Now lies a lifeleſs Trunk along the Shore. 

The Head (O Scandal to his royal Fame!) 

Torn from the Corps, * the Corps without a Name. 


. : Now 
t ———— the Corps without a Name.] Ma-! Or Crceſus ſhrinking at the ri 
nilius ſeems to have had our Poet in his Eye, Or Priam's Trunk, a Thing eee, Me | 


where he ſpeaks of Priam's Body lying on the Unhappy Prince ! the Beaſts and 41 
Shore, and wanting Sepulture. His Troy was burnt, 25 eee al. 


Ind; regs Crœſum, Priamumg; in littore trun- | 5 Ts SO 

cum, : . | Seneca, in his Troades, ſpeaks of this Circum- 

Cui nec Troja rogus, 5 ſtance in much the eee 1 
Lib. IV. v. 64. 
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Now firſt my Blood ſurrounding Horror chills ; 


— ——U—U—ä—— ñ — — 


My frighted Mind my Father's Image fills. 
| Methinks, I ſee him, as before my Eyes 
His great Contemporary gaſping lies : 
Recurrs to Thought forlorn Catusa's State, 
My plunder'd Houſe, and young Iurus' Fate. 
Round me I look, to view what Force 1s near; 
All had forſook me, harraſs d with the War: 
Some, deſp rate, darted from the Turret's Spire 3 
Others, as deſp'rate, fought the raging Fire. 


| — Ile, tot Regum Parens, 
| Cr Sepulchro Priamus; & flamma indiget, 
Ardente Troja. Act. I. v. 54, &c. 


Ev'n He, the Father of fo many Kings, 
Imperial Priam lies without a Tomb; 
Nor finds a fun'ral Flame, his Troy on Fire. 


in Contraſt to Priam, who, tho' dead, wanted 
one, — Sine nomine Corpus, La Cerda would 
interpret to mean, that Priam, having his 
Head cut off, that Part was wanting, by which 
he could be known or diſtinguiſh'd. Servius, 
and Nenius Marcellus, I think, explain it better : 


fine dignitate. And Ammian. eee com- 


Virgil could no more be guilty of this puerile plaining of the barbarous Uſage to Gallus Cæ- 
Turn, and Play on the Words, than Seneca ſar, who had his Head lopp'd off, expreſſes 
could miſs it. But there is ſomething of a no- 
ble Antitheſis in Manilius, which does not de- 
ſcend to the Clinch in the Tragedian. For 
Creſus, alive, goon his funeral File, is placed 
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CANTO IV. 


The Anawutns 
Dzeeriv'D now of the few Friends, whom he had collected to try 
the laſt Stake, Fneas makes the beſt of his Way back to his 
own Palace. In his Paſſage, by the Light of $4 Flames, he 
eſpies Helen, who had taken Sam run, in the Porch of Veſta's 
2 The Injuries, which this fair Incendiary had brought 
upon his Country, recurring to bis Mind, he kindles into a 
ſudden Indignation, and debates with himſelf, whether he 
ought not 10 kill her. Venus, at the Inſtant, appears to him; 
aud diverts him from the horrid Purpoſe. She adviſes bing 
to a timely Care of his Family; ee him, how the Gods 
chemſekves i in Perſon aſſiſted in a Demolition of Troy ; and, 
urging his ſpeedy Flight, diſappears. * Æneas, now ſafe re- 
turn'd to his Palace (thro Foes and Flames, by the Protection 
of his Mother) finds his aged Father Anchiſes in a State of 
Deſperation, . d to die in Troy, and abſolutely refuſing to 
partake of Flight with his Son. However, @ proſperous Omen 


being ſent from the 18 che old Man is brought over, at 
length, 
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length, to go. Eneas takes him and the Houſhold Gods on his 
Shoulders, takes his little Son Iulus in his Hand, and directs his 
Wife Creuſa to follow at ſome Diſtance ; /o, ſetting out, or- 
ders his Friends and Dependants, thro. different Paths, all to 
meet at Ceres's Temple. In the Paſſage, Creuſa is Ie. Æneas, 
miſſing her, traverſes back all the Way, thro a thouſand 
| Dangers, in Rueſt of her. The Image of her appears to him; 
zells him, She is detaind a Prieſteſs of Cybele; opens his 
Fates to him, and that a Royal Bride is deſtin'd for him in 
Italy. neas, returning 1b Ceres's Fane, finds a large 
Wumber of Friends aſſembled, all reſolv'd to follow his For- 
tunes. At Break of Day, Æneas again taking up his Father 
on his Shoulders, he and his Friends direct their Courſe 


towards Mount Ida, which led to the Sea-ſhore. 


— ESERTED * thus, I took my lonely 
Way, 
When HzLEN I in VEsra's Porch ſurvey: 
The tow'ring Flames a livid Light ſupply, 


As round I rove, and throw my ſearch- 


ing Eye. : 
Fearful to meet the vengeful Trojan 
| Sword, 
The Gztcian Fury, and her injur'd Lord, 
Faſt by the Altars, 'midſt the ſilent Glare, 


Sate all inſconc'd the trembling guilty Fair; 
1 | Of 


2 Deſerted thus,] The two and twenty ns Command of Auguſtus) becauſe they thought 
Verſes, in the Original, following from this |it would be a Derogation to the Character of 
Line, are wanting in moſt of the Elder Co- | the Hero, that he ſhould determine on killing 
pies. Some have thought, they were purpoſe- a Woman. Servius tells us, that Tucca and Va- 
Iy left out by Tucca and Varus (who had the | rus forgot them. But tho' he does not ſeem to 
Revilal of the Eucid committed to them by | diſpute their being genuine, yet he has not left 

| One 


"2 9 
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Of burning Tror, and Gece, the common Peſt : 


With ſudden Indignation glows my Breaſt : 


My falling Country to revenge I burn, 
And on a Wretch deſerv'd Deſtruction turn. 


Shall She her native SpaR TA viſit more, 


And reach in Safety fair Mycenz's Shore? 


Shall She, in regal Pomp, to our Diſprace, 
Behold her Conſort, Palace, Sire, and Race, 


Surrounded by a Trojan captive Train? 


While by the Sword lies royal Pritam ſlain; 
When Troy is Aſhes, and the Dax DANx Shore 
» So oft has ſweat, and reek d with flowing Gore? 


Not ſo ; for tho no memorable Name 


We can, by puniſhing a Woman, claim, 


Nor Glory Crowns the Conqueſt; yet to ſhed 


Proportion'd Vengeance on an impious Head, 


That Praiſe ſhall now be mine: Tl thus aſſwage 


The fiery Tranſports of unbounded Rage: 


one Word of a Comment upon any of them 7 


nay, he declares it as his Opinion, that they 
were not curtail'd without good Reaſon, 
to the real Propriety, or Impropriety, of this 
Incident, it is a Point that has been canvaſs'd 
by ſo many Learned Criticks, that I ſhall not 
enter at all into the Debate. As to the Verſes, 


I ſhall make no Scruple to declare, that I be- 


lieve them to be of YirgiPs own Hand, 
b So oft has fweat,] The Expreſſion here, in 
the Original, ſaddrit Sanguine littus, has been 


impeached, by ſome Learned Men, of Impro- | 


priety : becauſe Sweat, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is an 
Emanation from the Body to which it belongs, 
and not a Juice pour'd upon any extraneous 


As. 


| Sanction of his Maſter Ennius. 


| And, 
Body. But may not a Poet metaphorically, 
and notwithſtanding the phyſical Diſtinction, 
uſe ſudare, to ſignify undare, humectari, and the 
like? J believe, Virgil thought he might take 
ſuch a Liberty, and be fafe in it under the 
I doubt not, 
but he was copying this fine Paſſage of his 
Predeceſſor, in his Tragedy, call'd, HecToR's 
Ranſem. | 
— As ſenit, 

Franguntur Haſte, terra ſudat Sanguine. 


The brazen Arms reſcund, 


6 


The Spears are ſhiver d, and th' Earth ſweats 
with Blood, 
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And, juſt Revenge and due Attonement paid, 
Appeaſe the MaNEs of the Trojan Dead. 


My Boſom thus enkindling Fury rends, 


When, ne ler before ſo clearly ſeen, deſcends 
My awful Mother, thro' the Shades of Night, 
Confeſt a Goddeſs, moſt divinely bright: 
Such, and majeſtick, as, in Heav'n's Abodes, 
She treads the Sphere, and is the Gaze of Gods. 
Preſſing my Hand, ſhe ftopp'd the purpos'd Stroke; 
Then thus from her ambroſial Lips ſhe ſpoke. 

© What Grief ſo great, my Son | diſturbs thy Mind? 
| Wherefore to this intemp'rate Rage reſign d? 


Shall Wrath each tender Sentiment controul ? 
Ceaſe we to be the Objects of thy Soul? 
Will you not firſt ſee how Axchfszs fares, 


And place the aged Sire within your Cares ? 


Whether your Wife Czevusa yet ſurvives, 


Or if your Son, the Boy ASCANIUS, lives? 


Whom GRALAN T roops on ev'ry 
Whom, did 43 my Protection 


c M bat Grief ſo great, my Son ] The mon 
ingenious Mr. - Addiſon, in his Travels through 
Ir ALY, has left us a ſhort Criticiſm on this 
Machine of Venus appearing at this Juncture to 


der Son: but, as Dr. Trapp has already obſerv'd 
upon it, I may ſpare myſelf the Trouble of 
any farther Remark. T'll only take Notice, 
that the Goddeſs here begins wm the ſame 


Side incloſe ; 


paterpate; „ 
The 
Pathos and 3 to our Hero, as Thetis 
does to Achilles in Homer. 


Texroy, 71 Aale; Ti ge opivas Tudo O-; 
Ezavd'a, wi) x E vow, &C. Il. &. v. 362. 


My gricves my Son ? Thy Anguiſh let me ſhare, 
Reveal the Cauſe, and truſt a Parent's Care. 
Mr. Pope. 


Cure IV. VIRGINS 
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The Sword had finiſh'd, or the hoſtile Flame 


Nor HELExN's Beauties hate, nor Pazis blame 


The Gods, th' inclement Gods, theſe Realms deſtroy, 
And level with the Ground imperial Tov. 

© Behold | (for all this Veil of miſty Night, 
Which, circumfus'd, obſcures the mortal Sight, 
And humid Dimneſs caſts, T'll chaſe away : 


Fear not thy Parent's Precepts, 


but obey.) 


Where Heaps of Ruin in Confuſion lie, ” 
Stones wrench'd from Stones, and Clouds of Duſt you ſpy, 


d Nor HELEN's Beauties hate, nor PARIs 


blame ] Nothing leſs than the Direction of a 
Parent, and a Goddeſs to boot, could be ſuffi- 
cient to reconcile Æneas to any candid Thoughts 
either of Helen or Paris, Their intemperate 
Paſſion was the Source and Motive of that fa- 
tal War, which had deſtroy'd his Country; had 
depriv'd him of his deareſt Friend and Brother, 
Hector; and wounded him with the Sight of 
his aged King and Father-in-Law's Murther. 
One might enumerate many .more aggravating 
Incitements to his Diſpleaſure; but theſe, al- 
ready mention'd, are capital enough to admit of 
no palliateing. Venus's Direction, however, does 
not ceaſe to be the leſs proper and well-ground- 
ed, as we are to conſider her the Patroneſs both 
of Paris and Helen. For Paris had adjudged 
the Prize of Beauty to her, againſt Juno and 
Minerva and that was enough to engage a 
Goddeſs's warmeſt Affections and Protection. 
Nor can we ſuppoſe her Partiality to Helen 
leſs fervent, as the Attractions of Beauty were 
her own peculiar Gifts; and as ſhe was herſelf 
the Goddeſs of Love and Lovelineſs. It is ob- 
ſervable, that Priam, in Homer, acquits Helen 
of being the Acceſſary to his Misfortunes, and 
throws it on the Gods; as Venus does, here, in 
our Poet. | | 


Ori pot iin fa}, 320} v mor ail gow, 
OJ pot £9Wppnoay Wome! novSarpun AY ary. 


II. ty. v. 164. 


 f With 


No Crime of thine our preſent Suf'rings draws 
Not Thou, but Heav'n's diſpoſing Will, the 


C ae ; | 
The Gods theſe Armies and this Force employ, 
The hoſtile Gods conſpire the Fate of Troy. 
| Ar. Pope. 


e Behold! ( for all this Feil] There is no 
Doubt, but, as Pulvins Ur/inus obſerves, Virgil 
took this Hint from Homer, where Minerva in 
the like Manner clears up Diomede's Sight, and 
makes him capable of ſeeing and diſtinguiſhing 
Deities, however they ſhould labour to obſcure 
themſelves. 5 


"AXAw) d av Tu dr $9-F4\ wh) Eaov, n eU emriey, 


"Opp" tv Y,, na Sadr, id N dvdeg. 


II. s. v. 127. 


Yet more, from mortal Miſis I 
And ſet to View the warring 


Ar. x 
Madam Dacier, in her Note upon this Paſſage 
has quoted three Inſtances of a like Nature 
from Holy J/rit, where God is ſaid to pen the 
Eyes of particular Perſons for a particular Pur- 
poſe. Pauſanias ſeems to think, that what Ho- 
mer has ſaid here, with regard to Mincrva's 
clearing the viſual Rays in Diamede, was purely 


| hiſtorical, and founded upon an antient Tradi- 


tion, that Diomede, in Acknowledgement of ſo 
great a Benefit, had conſecrated a Temple at 
Arges to Minerva, call'd ize% A, ofudepuis, 

- The 


„ 
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f With his big Trident NeeTuNE ſhakes the Walls ; 
And the whole City from her Baſis falls. 
| Seiz'd of the SCAAN Gate, there, dreadful, ſtands 


| Relentleſs Juno, ifſueing dire Commands : 
Girt with her Sword, the hoſtile Fleet alarms, 


And, raging, calls aloud, To Arms! To Arms | 
Effulgent with her horrid GoRGON Shield, 
Lo! thro yon bright'ning ambient Cloud reveal d, 


TRrroxiax PaLLas Oer the ſinking Tow'rs : 
And Jovx himſelf aſſiſts the Axcrve Pow'rs ; 
With proſp'rous Strength th' aſſailing Hoſt inſpires, 
And ev'ry God to Txov's Deſtruction fires. 
Fly, O my Son! and give thy Labours oer; 


III ſtill be preſent with protective Pow'r : 


And place Thee fafe in thy paternal Seats. 


She ſaid, and, mingling with the Shades, retreats. 


The Temple of the ſbarp-ſighted Minerva, Mil. 
ton, according to his Cuſtom, makes a moſt 
noble Uſe of this Incident, from the Imitation 
of Both his great Maſters in Poetry. Michael 
is ſent from God to warn Adam of quitting 
Paradiſe; and to ſhew him in Viſion the mi- 
ſerable Effects of his Diſobedience and Sin, up- 
on his unhappy Poſterity. The Angel carries 
him up to a Mountain, from whence the He- 
miſphere of Earth is ſuppos'd to lie ſtretch'd 
out to the ampleſt Extent of View: and there 
he clears our Patriarch's Sight, to make him 
capable of diſcerning the Objects deſign'd to 
paſs before him. . | | 


But, to nobler Sights, 


Michael from Adam's Eyes the Film remov d, 


| 


Which that falſe Fruit, that promis'd clearer 
Sight, 


Dire 
Fad bred : then purg* d with Euphraſie and Rue 
The viſual Nerve ( for he had much to ſee: ) 
And from the Well of Life three Drops inſlill'd. 
So deep the Pow'r of theſe Ingredients pierc'd, 
 Ev'n to the innioſt Seat of mental Sight, 
That Adam, now enforc'd to cliſe his Eyes, 
Sunk down, and all his Spirits became intranc'd. 


A common Poet, perhaps, had contented him- 
ſelf with the Angel's Application of Euphrafie 
and Rue to Adam's Eyes ; but the Addition of 
the Three Drops from the Well of Life carries 


in it Something ſo grand and marvellous, as 


| ſuits the Stretch of Milton's extenſive Imagina- 


tion. 

f Miih his big Trident NEPTUNE /hakes the 
Halls; ] Neptune was ſuppos' d to have the Power 
of ſhaking not the Sea only, but the Land, 
with the Stroke of his Trident : and this Cir- 

| cumitance 
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Dire Forms appear, and all the hoſtile Gods 


Leagued againſt TROY: I ſee her proud Abodes 


From their Foundations rent, diſſolvd her Frame, 


And all great NeeTuxe's Fabricks ſunk in Flame. 


s So, when ſome Mountain-Aſh, for Ages grown, 


Is from the Summit hew'd by Peaſants down; 

With Emulation faſt they ply the Steel : 

She, threat ning with her Top, begins to reel. 

At length, ſubdued with Wounds} ſhe groans her laſt, 
Falls from her Height, and ſpreads a dreadful Waſt. 
Strait I deſcend : the leading God preſides, 

And thro the Foes and Flames my Paſſage guides. 
The Foes before the Deity retire, | 

The Darts give Way, and back recedes the Fire. 


And now when ſafe to our paternal Dome, 


ANcHISESs' venerable Seat, I come ; 


cumſtance is more particularly expreſs'd here, 
becauſe, as Mr. Ogilly in his Notes accurate- 


ly obſerves, There was about that Time an ex- 


traordinary Earthquake, which much ſhatter'd 
the Walls of Trey. 

g So, when ſome Mountain-Aſh,] It has been 
obſerv'd (but, I believe, miſtakenly) that Eu- 
flathius, in Macrobius, prefers this Similie of our 


Author to that in the IVth [had of Homer, 


where the Death of Simajjus is deſcrib'd. Aa- 
crobius did not think, Virgil was ſhadowing 
out that Similie, but another, which he quotes 
from the XIIIth Liad, where Idomencus kills 
Aſus. | | 
Herre d, ws de Tis db, Herre, i dyepols, 
"He ixus CN hp, Thy d #peor Tixloves dvdpes: 
EC%7 4/400 . VENKSOL, viio i), 

1 Il. v. v. 389, &ec. 


He 


As when the Mountain Oak, or Poplar tall, 


Or Pine, fit Maſt for ſome great Admiral, 
Groans to the oft-heau'd Ax, with many a Wound, 
Then ſpreads a Length of Ruin on the Ground, 

: Ar. Pope. 


Tt is upon this Similie that Eufathius, or Ma- 
crobius, remarks, to the Advantage of Virgil a- 
gainſt Hamer. Magno Cultu Veſter difficultatem 
abſcidendæ arboreæ nidlis expreſſit ; verim null 
negotio Homerica Arbor abſciditur. Lib. V. c. 11, 
„With great Ornament and Pains your Poet 
© has expreſs'd the Difficulty with which ſuch 
a Tree is cut down: but Hamer's Tree is 
3 down with no Trouble or Difficulty at 
2 2 ; | | 

h And thro the Foes and Flames my Paſſage 
guides, ] Virgil employs here a poetical Ma- 


chine, and makes the Preſence and Superin- 
N24 tendence 
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My Sire, whom firſt I wiſh'd, and fought, to bear 
Safe to the Mountains, from the ſavage War, 


A Life prolong'd, his Country fall'n, diſclaims ; 


Nor yields to Exile, Tov involv'd in Flames. 


Oh! You, in whom the youthful Vigour reigns, 


Whoſe Blood, ſays he, flows ſprightly thro' your Veins, 


Urge You your Flight! Had Heav'n and piteous Fate 
Decreed me Life, they had preſerv'd the State. 


More than enough th' Affliction, once to know 


Troy captive, and ſurvive her Overthrow. 

Think me a Corps, and bid the laſt Adieu . 
That Rite perform'd, your deſtin'd Flight purſue. 
This Hand ſhall find me Death; or elſe the Foe, 
Pitying my Age, may lend the ſpeeding Blow ; 


May kill me, to deſpoil my Body dead: 
The Fun'ral Rite deny'd I little heed. 
Hateful to Jovs, and all th' Immortal Train, 


Long have 1 dragg d an uſeleſs Life in Pain: 


tendence of a Deity neceſſary, to conduct AÆAncas 
thro' ſuch a Number of Dangers as ſurrounded 
him. Agarilivs, on the other hand, aſcribes his 
Eſcape to Deſtiny, and the Force of a natal 


2 niſi Fata darent loges vitæque, neciſque, 
Hngilſent Ignes Aineam? Troja ſub uno | 
Non everſa viro fatis viciſſet in ipſis? 
| Lib. IV. v. 23, &c. 


For did not Fate preſide, and Fortune lead, 
Had parting Flames the good Eneas fied ? 


: gendum. 


| 


E'er 


Had Froy's ſunk Fortune been ſu/tain'd by One, 
And only conquer d then, when overthraun 9 _ 
| Ar. Creech. 


I am at a Loſs to know what Feſeph Scaliger 
means in his Note upon this Paſſage. Hic d 
Ignes pro Palladio, quod ferebat Æneas, intelli- 
I mention this, becauſe, to the Ho- 
nour of the Tranſlator, I conceive, he has pro- 
perly animadverted upon that ſupercilious Cri- 
tick; that the Poet did not think of the Pal. 
ladium, but of the Fire at Troy, which parted 
to let Æneas go through with his Father and 
his Houſhold Gods. | | 
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Fer ſince with Lightning's Blaſt th' Almighty Sire 
Affail'd this Trunk, i and touch'd me with his Fire. 
Reſolv'd on Death, impatient of Controul, 
Fix'd he retains the Purpoſe of his Soul. 
Cxkusa, young Ascaxrus, bath'd in Tears, 
And all the mourning Houſhold, urge their Fears ; 
Implore, he would not fink beneath the Weight 
Of dire Diſtreſs, and make us ſhare his Fate. 
le ſtill denies, and, obſtinately bent, 
Holds his farſt Station, and his firſt Intent. 
Again I ruth to Arms, and wiſh to cloſe, 
In Death, the Scene of long-oppreſſing Woes. 
What new Reſource could Chance, or Prudence find ? 
Could I ſtir hence, and leave a Sire behind ? 
: . Could 


This, perhaps, is the moſt probable Account; 
becauſe there are two Paſſages afterwards in this 


rf 


i and touch'd me with his Fire. 
Anchiſes, according to the Tradition, was pu- 


niſh'd for having boaſtingly in his Cups divulg'd 
the Favours, with which he had been indulg'd 


by Jenus. The Goddeſs complain'd to Jupiter 


of this Inſult, who made no Scruple of employ- 
ing his Thunder to avenge it. But Venus, who 
had ſome Remains of Tenderneſs for her young 
Gallant, turn'd aſide the Bolts, that their Force 
might not be quite mortal, Whether he was 
blinded by the Lightning, or only blaſted and 
wither'd in his Limbs, is not ſo evident. Ser- 
vius, in his Commentary upon the 35th Verſe 
of this Book of our Author, ſays, that Anchiſes 
was not preſent at Priam's laſt Council, propter 
Cæcitatem, ut docet Theocritus: By reaſon of 
his. being blind, according to Theocritus. But 
afterwards, in his Comment upon the Paſ- 
ſage now before us, he ſays, That Anchiſes, be- 
ing blaſted by the Lightning, was diſabled in bis 
Limbs, and a Cripple ever after. Anchiſes ta- 
men, affiatus igne cale/ti, ſemper debilis vixit. 


Book, from which One might imagine, that 
Anchiſes had his Sight, | 


At pater Anchiſes Oculos ad fidera lætus 
Extult : v. 687. 


And, 


— genitirq; per umbram 
Proſpiciens, Nate, exclamat, fuge, nate; pro- 
pingquant. 7 v. 732. 


To this firſt Paſſage, T am aware, it may be 
objected, that even a blind Man in an Act of 
Adoration may lift up his Eye-balls to the Sky: 
but if he had not ſeen the Blaze, how could he 
judge of the Omen? So, in the Latter, Proſpici- 
ens may be ſaid to mean a mental Foreſight ; 
an Apprehenſion of approaching Danger, from 
the Alarm of the Ear. But as it is coupled 
with per umbram, thoſe Words, I think, deter- 


mine it to an actual Operation of external Sight. 
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Could you ſo far my filial Virtue wrong ? 

* How ſlipp'd that Error from a Father's T ongue = 
If by the fov'reign Gods it be decreed, 

Nought muſt ſurvive to Troy, but All muſt os: 
If tis your Pleaſure, and your fixt Debate, 


That You and Yours ſhall ſwell 


the common Fate; 


Obvious the Path to Death, and open ſtands the Gate. 
Soon, reeking with imperial Pz1am's Gore, 
Will Pyzxznvus here exert his ſlaught'ring Pow'r: 
Who killd the Son within the Father's View, 
And, then the Father at the Altar ſlew. _ 
4d 1 for This thro' Flames and Javelins go, 
O Goddeſs ! to receive at home the Foe ? 
Sav'd by thy Aid, to ſee my Wife, my Sire, 


And Son, in one promiſcuous Death expire ? 


Bring me my Arms, my Friends! Oh, veins me Arms ! 


To the laſt Onſet fierce Deſpair alarms : 
Give me the Grttks ! to Battel let me fly! 


Not unreveng'd ſhall all the Trzojaxs die. 


k Haw flipp'd that Error from a Fathers 
Tongue? ] Aneas behaves here with the utmoſt 
filial Piety. Tho” he ſaw there was a pofſibili- 
ty of his eſcaping in Time, and thro' the Fa- 
vours of the Night, from the common Havock ; 
ſo great is his "Care for his decrepit F ather, 
that he is reſolv'd to ſtay and periſh by the 
Enemy, unleſs the old Man will embrace the 
Means of Safety with him. In this Ferment 
of his Soul, and when not only his own, but 


his Wife's, and Son's Lives, and the Diſap- 


Again 


pointment of their Deſtinies were concerned, 


Aneas had Reaſon to be earneſt with his Fa- 
ther, and to cenſure his Obſtinacy. The Ori- 
ginal of the Paſſage quoted ſeems a little harſh 
in the Expreſſion, and I thought myſelf obliged 
to mitigate it. Tantumq; nefas patrio excidit ore? 
Did 2 great a I icheaneſs fall from a Father's 
Lips? But #neas's Meaning is ts % Could 


you ſuppoſe that I would f fy. and leave you 


% behind ; a Crime, that would make me little 
ce leſs than a Parricide ? ?? | 


ö 
; 


— 


** 
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Again I gird my Sword, my 
Strong to my Arm, and to the 
_ I Crevsa at my Feet her Body 
And holds up young Ivrus full 
And, if you go to periſh in the 


Buckler brac'd 
Fight I haſt. 
threw, 

to View : 
War, 


Let Us in all th' Extreams of Danger ſhare ; 
But if in Arms, fays ſhe, ſome Hope you place, 


Firſt guard theſe Seats, and Reliques of your Race : 


Defend Iulus, and your Father 


s Life; 


Nor quit a Wretch, who once was call'd your Wite. 
With Shrieks of Woe the vaulted Roofs ſhe tears ; 
When, lo! a Wonder to our Eyes appears. | 
=Sndden, a lambent Flame prodigious ! ) ſhed 
Diffuſive Luſtre, o'er IvLus' Head; 
While, in our Arms, with Grief and Fondneſs wild, 


We wept, indulgent, o'er the tender Child: 


IC EUsA at my Feet] Fulvius Urſinus thinks, 

this Paſſage is tranſlated from the VIth tad of 
Homer, where Andremache, and an Attendant 
with young A/tyanax in her Arms, go to meet 
Hector returning from the Field. But how 
much a more moving and tender Picture is This 
in Virgil? A Wife does not go out here to meet 
a Husband return'd ſafe from the Dangers of 
the Battel: but throws herſelf at his Feet, in 
Tears and Agonies, to intercept his going out 
to certain Death. The common Pledge of 
their Loves is not brought coldly in a Ser- 
vant's Arms, but held out to the Father by his 


deſpairing Wife; to put him in Mind whom he 


is going to leave deſtitute and helpleſs. Tis 
true, indeed, Andromache ſays Something to He- 
Hor about the fatal Conſequences, that muſt 


"tis poſſible, our Poet might have ſhadow'd 
what Creuſa ſays to Aineas. 

Aasubyie, Ice. 08 d ov win, dd SA Sανẽ /s 
Haid d Te vnriay ov, * tu dmoz, n rd x Yen 
Sed koopar Ty & Yep os xd)ax]aviuciy "AX ated, 
Tiey]zs £poppandiy]es. Il. C. v. 407, &c. 


Too daring Prince] ab ! whither doft thou run? 
Ah too forgetful of thy Wife and Som ! 


A TWWidow J, an helpleſs Orphan he? 
For, ſure, ſuch Courage Length of Life denies, 
And Thou muſt fall, thy Virtue's Sacrifice. 
Greece in her ſingle Heroes ſtrove in vain ; 
Naw Hojts oppoſe thee, and thou muſt be lain. 
| Mr. Pope. 


m Sudden, a lambent Flame] This unQuous 


ſome time attend his Intrepidity ; from which, 


Vapour of ſeeming Fire, whenever it either 
7 Circled 


With 


And thin ſi thou not how avretched V ſhall be, | 
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With gentle Touch amidſt bis Locks it ſtray d, 
And, harmleſs, round his flaming Temples play d. 
The facred Blaze, transfix d with ſhudd' ring Fear, 
We ſtrive to quench, or ſhake it from the Hair. 


But old ANchlszEs, joyful, lifts his Eyes, 
With Voice and Hands extended, to the Skies : 


And, Oh! All- powerful Jovs!_ 


if ſuppliant Pray'r, 


Or pious Acts incline thy gracious Ear; 


This once with Favour, Heav'nly Sire | look down: 


And ſend thy Succour, and theſe Omens crown. 


circled in, or blaz'd over, the Head of any Per- 
ſon, was always look'd upon as a Preſage of 
Dignity, or Something remarkable that ſhould 
crown the Character of the Party ſo diſtin- 
guiſh'd. Several Commentators think, Virgil 
was here alluding to an old hiſtorical Tradition 
concerning Servius Tullius; to whom, being a 
Boy, whilſt he ſlept, the ſame Thing happen'd, 
which is here reported of Aſcanius : A harm- 
leſs Fire feiz*'d on his Hair, and ſo continued 
till he awak'd, which portended Rule and Em- 
pire. I own, our Poet very frequently .alludes 
to latent Points of Hiſtory ; and I obſerve be- 
ſides, that he often , couches a ſecret Compli- 
ment, when he is diſplaying his Learning and 
Knowledge in Cuſtoms and Ceremenials. I may 
be miſtaken, perhaps, in a Suſpicion that I am 
about to advance: for, in my Opinion, Virgil 
had no ſuch remote Tradition in View. Why 
might not he rather be paying a tacit Compliment 
to his royal Patron, Auguſtus? * Tis recorded 
by Suetanius, Velleius Paterculus, Seneca, and O- 
thers, that on the Day when ATuguſtus, then Octa- 
vius Cæſar, return'd from Apoll;nia, where he 
had been purſuing his Studies, to Rome, a Circle of 
Light, reſembling a Rainbow, appear'd all round 
the Body of the Sun ; which Light, being reflected 
down on QO&aviuss Head, encompals'd his 
Temples like a Crown. Dion Caſſius, indeed, 
interpreted this Phænomenon as a Sign of the 
Commotions, that ſhould ſucceed in the Em- 


pire; and not as a Preſage of Oatavius's Gran- 


Scarce 


deur. But if Virgil may be ſuppoſed to have 


alluded to this Prognoſtick, with how fine an 
Addreſs did he introduce it, at a Time, when 
Auguſtus had got the better of Civil Commo- 
tions, and was eſtabliſned in the Height of 
Grandeur, as well as Tranquillity. 

n Or pious Acts incline thy gracious Ear ; ] 
It is in the Original, / Pietate meremur : And, 
as .one of the Commentators has obſerved upon 
a Paſſage in the firſt Book of the Æneid, Virgil 
| has through his Work almoſt confin'd the Word 
Piety to Aneas, and his Family. It is very 
well known, that the Roman Emperors were 
fond of embracing the Sirname of Pius but I 
muſt obſerve by the way, that this was not till 
after Virgil's Time; for Tiberius and Caligula 
were the vain Men, who firſt ſuffer'd themſelves 
to be thus ſaluted, if we may credit Suetonius 80 
that our Poet could not in Compliment to Au- 
guſtus afhx this Title to his Hero, without a 
Gift of Prophecy, Let us look a little further 
then for the Reaſon, why this Epithet was ſo 
ſignally appropriated to Ancas. Xenophon, and 
Alian, in his Farms Hiftery, ſeem to have 
touch'd the true Cauſe ; his having fav'd the 
Images of his Country Gods, and borne his de- 
crepit Father on his Shoulders through the 
burning City ; in Preference to any Thing elſe 
which he might, by Indulgence of the Con- 
querors, have carried away with him. The 
Piety of Areas in this Point, and the Conceſ- 
lion of the Greezs to him upon his Departure, 

| | are 
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Scarce had he finiſh'd, when, athwart the Pole, 
* Full from the Left, auſpicious Thunders roll; 
And, ſtreaming with a Trail of golden Light, 
A Star, down-gliding thro' the Gloom of Night, 
Blaz'd o'er our Dome ; thence, where broad IDA lay, 
Swift ſhot along, and mark'd the radiant Way : 
There the brown Groves with beamy Luſtre crown'd 
And, fading, ſhed ethereal Sulphur round. 


My Sire, convinc'd, the ſacred Lamp adores, 


Looks up with T ranſport, and the Gods implores. 


* Glad 1 ſubmit; now, now, there's no Delay; 


4 I follow gladly, where You lead the Way. 


are both hinted at by Ovid. Metam. Lib. XIII. 
V. 624. . 5 
— Sacra & ſacra altera Patrem 
Fert humeris, venerabile onus, Cythereius Heros. 
De tantis opibus predam pius eligit illam. 


His facred Gods, and ſecond ſacred Freight, 
The Cythereian Hero bears elate; | 
Beneath the darling, venerable, Load 
Athwart his Shoulders, with his Sire he ſtrode; 
' The well-lr'd Treaſure fills his pious Mind, 
And for that Spal is all T roy's Wealth refign'd. 


Victor, who wrote a ſmall Tract on the Origin 
of the Roman Nation, has deſcribed this Action 
of Aneas with much Strength and Delicacy. 
Cum pre ſe Deos Penates, patremg; Anchiſen 
humeris geſtans, necnon & parvulum filium manu 
trahens, noctu excederet, orta luce cognitus ab ho- 
fiibus, es quod tanta onuſtus Pietatis ſarcind erat, 
non modo a nulls interpellatus, ſed etiam a Rege 
Agamemnone, gu vellet, ire permiſſus. On the 
ſame pious Account, the two Youths of Catana, 
who (many Ages after) upon an Eruption of 
Mount tna, when the liquid Fire ran down 
towards their Dwelling, neglecting all their Goods 
and Treaſure, took their aged Parents in their 
Arms, and reſcued them from the Flames, ob- 


| 


. Ye 


tained the Title of Pii Fratres and the very 


Place was ſignalized with the Name of 'EvosCov 


xe, or Piorum Campus, as Solinus calls it. I 
muſt not forget with regard to our Hero, that 
Julius Ceſar, who was fond of being reputed to 
deſcend from him, had a Coin ſtruck with the 
Effigies of Æneas bearing his Father on his left 
Shoulder, and a Palladium in his right Hand, 
with this Inſcription, Cæs AR. The Impreſs 
tacitly hints at Cz/ar's Approbation of ſo pious 
an Action, 
our Author, as the Place has been the Butt of 
ſo much modern Criticiſm, that I am not ſur- 
prized, he ſhould make his Hero ſay of himſelf, 
Sum pius Aineas ſince, as Servius with much Judg- 
ment hints, it is not done out of Arrogance, 
but for Information-ſake. And Æneas is here 
deſirous not only of letting Venus, whom he 
meets in the Diſguiſe of a Sylvan Nymph, 


| know, who he is; but of recommending himſelf 
to her Favour at the fame Time by the Merit 


of his Piety, in reſcuing his Houſhold Gods 
from the Profanation of the Enemy : — raptes 
gui ex hoſte Penates Claſſe veho mecum. 
o Full from the Left,] The Original is, Into- 
nuit Izuum : which, as Fulvius Urſinus obſerves, 
our Poet ſeems to have borrow'd from Ennus, 
Ino. Annatium ; wy h | 0 
L | Dum 
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I will only add, in Juſtification of 
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« Ye DARDAN Gods, let young 


IvLus ſhare, 


« And all our deſtin'd Race, your Guardian Care ! 


c Yours are theſe Omens ; and 


* 


0 


Muſt fail, or flouriſh, as you 


the Trojan State 
fix her Fate. 


« Convinc'd, I yield; and, O my Son! no more 


o 


A 


Refuſe with you to ſeek the 


deſtin'd Shore. 


He ſpoke ; And now a louder Roaring came 


From off the Walls, and nearer rolls the Flame. 


PO my dear Father! then theſe 


Tl bear you, nor be burthen'd 


Shoulders freight z 
by the Weight. 


In all Events, whate'er our Fates decree, 


To Both one Danger, and one Safety be 


Quom tonuit lævum ben? tempeſtate ſerena. 


And tho? the Tranſlation of this Circumſtance 
could not eaſily admit of a poetical Embelliſh- 
ment, I thought myſelf, however, obliged not 
to drop the Notice of it, for two Reaſons. Vir- 
gil, in this Paſſage, keeps up ſtrictly to the 
Terms and Rules of Divination : And he has 


made his Hero, tho' then in Trey, adopt Rites 


in the manner as they were afterwards practis'd 


by the Romans; who eſteem'd all Thunder and 
Coruſcations of Lightning, on the left hand, to 
be auſpicious : The Greeks, on the contrary, 


concluded them Omens of bad Succeſs. The Rea- 
ſon of this Difference in Opinion is thus to 
be accounted for. Omens from the Eaſt were 
desm'd fortunate by the Gree#s, Romans, and 


all other Nations; becauſe the Beginning of 


the Celeſtial Motions was in the Oriental Parts of 


the World. The Grecian Augurs, when they made 


their Obſervations, kept their Faces to the North, 
To always had. the Eaſt on their right hand: And 
hence all Preſages to Them from that hand 


were conſtrued to be lucky. The Romans, 


who made their Obſervations with their Faces 
towards the South, had conſequently the Eaſt 


on their left hand: And therefore all Preſages 


to Them, vice vers, from the left hand, were 


The 


interpreted to be auſpicious. Fetus, from Var- 


ro, is very expreſs to this Purpoſe. A Deorum 
Sede cum in Meridiem ſpectes, ad Siniſtram ſunt 
Partes mundi exorientes, ad Dextram occidentes: un- 
de fadtum arbitror, ut Siniſtra, meliora Auſpicia, 
quam Dextra, efſe exiſtimentur. If therefore 
Virgil, or the other Latin Poets, as Dr. Potter 
has accurately obſerv'd, do ſometimes call un- 
lucky Things, ſiniſtra & læva, they then 
ſpeak Greco more: as, on the contrary, Statius, 
when he ſays, in his Thebais, Signa . feras, læ- 
uiimgz tones, tho* the Buſineſs in hand con- 
cern'd the Greeks, expreſſes himſelf according to 
the Superſtition of the Romans. 

p O my dear Father ! then theſe Shoulders 
freight; ] It might be ask'd, as neas was a 
Prince, and had a large Train of Attendants 
and Followers, why old Anchiſes might not as 
well have been convey'd to the Sea-ſhore b 
the Servants, as on his Son's Shoulders. But 
a good many Circumſtances may be urg'd in 
Reply to ſuch a Queſtion. In the firſt Place, 
the Simplicity of thoſe Times ſet this Action in 
another Light, than what it would appear in at 
this Time of Day. The Piety of Aneas is 
aggrandized by it; as he would not truſt fo. 


dear a Charge as his Father, in that perillous. 
Night, to the Care of Friends or Dependants, 


Again, 
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The Child to mine ſhall join his infant Pace, 

1 My Wite our Steps, at Diſtance ſafer, trace. 
Without the Town, an antient Fane is rear'd, 

(My Words, ye Servants | with Regard be heard 1 ) 

Sacred to CxRRks, on a riſing Ground, 

With venerable Cypreſs ſhaded round: 

By our auguſt Forefathers' pious Care, 

Religiouſly preſerv'd for many a Year. 

Thither our Steps we'll bend, thro' diffrent Roads: 

Guard you, my Sire ! the Rites and Houſhold Gods. 


| 7 Recent from Slaughter, and diſtain'd with War, 


In me twere Sacrilege thoſe Gods to bear; 
Till firſt the living Stream ſhall cleanſe the Guilt, ; 


And waſh me from the Blood in Battle ſpilt. 


Again, Anchiſes bears the Houſhold Gods with 
him; and as they were committed to Æneas's 
Care, and were appointed to attend him in his 
Travels, it was incumbent on him not to truſt 
them out of his Cuſtody. Beſides, had the old 
Gentleman been convey'd down to the Sea in 
Pomp, and with a numerous Retinue, he had 
been much more liable to the Attacks of the 
Enemy. And it is for this Reaſon, with Re- 
gard to their common Safety, that Aneas or- 
ders his Friends and Train to diſperſe them- 
ſelves, to take different Routs, and meet at one 
common Place of Rendezvous. | 

q My IV ie cur Steps, at Diſtance ſafer, trace. ] 
Et longe ſervet vgſtigia conjux, ſays the Origi- 
nal. Servius, in one of his Comments, tells 
us, that longs muſt mean walde: i. e. Let 
< my Wife be very circumſpect in marking 
cc which Way we go, and in traceing our 
« Steps.” (And Nenius Marcellus amaſſes a good 
many Teſtimonies of its being uſed in that Sig- 
nification.) But, in a ſubſequent. Note, he ſeems 


This 
to think, that long? may take in the Idea of 
Diſtance ; and that Ainzas giving her Orders 
not to follow too cloſe, is a Piece of previous 
CEconomy in the Poet, that there might be 
Room and Probability for her being loſt. Mon- 
ſieur de Segrais very ingeniouſly obſerves upon 
the Addreſs of Virgil in the Contrivance of this 
Incident. For had not Æneas been ſuppos'd to 
traverſe back through the Ruins of Tre in Queſt 
of his Wife, we muſt neceſſarily have loſt the 
Narrative of many Things, that happen'd in 
that dreadful Night, which he neither could 
have ſeen, nor had any Knowledge of: as, the 
pillaging of the Palaces and Temples, the Num- 
ber of Trojans that were made Captives, and the 
very Burning of his own Houſe, 


r Recent from Slaughter,] With the ſame re- 
ligious Fear of offending the Gods, Hector re- 
fuſes to make an Oblation to Yee, when he 


returns from the Field, polluted with Slaughter, 


L 2 Rape? 


| 
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This fad, I with a Lion's Hide "NY 


| My ſpatious Shoulders, and my ample Cheſt. 


Fond of its Freight, my willing Body bends, 


| Whilſt the good Sire acroſs my Neck aſcends. 


Lock d in my Hand, IuLus clos d my side; 


And trips unequal to his Father's Stride. * 

My Wife at Diſtance tracks our Steps behind : 
Thro' devious Paths a darkling Courſe we wind. 
And J. who late, inſenſible of Dread, 
Heard the ſwift Javelin whiſtle round my Head, 


And ſaw, unmov'd, the hoſtile GRECIANs ſwarm, 


Start now at ev'ry Breeze, and catch a Sound's Alarm: 


Xepo? N dvinloiorw Att AdCar dibore Giver 

 Aloun ag vn der xeAcuveptt Kerio. 

Al ua: Y N asT4Aqy wivor fvytTdadg a. 
U. C. v. 266, &c. 


By me that holy Office were prafan'd; 

I fits it me, with human Gore diſtain'd, 

To the pure Skies theſe horrid Hands to raiſe, 

Or offer Heav'n's great Sire polluted Praiſe. 
Mr. Pope. 


Fulvius Urſinus quotes this Paſtage of Honer, 
as One from which our Poet has copied what 
Eneas fays on the Subject. However, all 
Countries and all Times have fo agreed in the 
Pollution either from Blood forcibly ſhed, or 
from the Touch of a dead Body, that Virgil 


might very well ſpeak from receiv'd Opinion, | 
and not from Imitation. Brifſinins, de Formulis, 


and Feithius, in his Autiquitates Homericz, are 


copious upon the Forms and Cuſtoms of Lu- 
trations both of Perſons and Houſes. polluted. 


Start now at ev'ry Breeze, ] The Effects of 
Fear are almoſt the ſame in every Caſe, tho' 


Anxious, and torturd with a double Fear, 
Alike for Him I lead, and Him I bear. 


Near 


the Motives of it may be very different. Mac- 
beth, in Shakeſpeare, confeſſes the ſame Alarms 
from a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, as Aneas does 
here out of a pious Concern for his Father's 
Safety. 


How is it with me, when ev'ry Noiſe appalls mel 


Virgil, as Fulvius Urſinus obferves, has taken. 
his Hint from this Verſe of Sophocles. 


Arve e w. Te poCeutre A. 


Each Scund is an Alarm to him that fears. 


Turpilius too, in his Comedy, call'd, Len- 
cadia, ſeems to have ingrafted upon the Greek 
Poet. 


Mileram terrent me omnia, maris Sonitus, 
Scopuli, Solitude, Sanctitude Apollinis. 


2 Thing {rights me poor miſerable Woman, the 
| Rearing of the Sea, the Rocks, and the Solitude, 


and the Aufulneſs of Apollo's Godhead. 
I'll obſerve 4s the way, that the Verſes in the 
Original 
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Nebear to the City-Gates we drew at laſt, . Fs | | | 
And thought each Danger of the Way o'erpaſt : ” 
When frequent Sounds of trampling Feet invade | 
Our Ears ; and, looking forward thro' the Shade, 
O] cries my Father, fly | they come! Son! fly! 
Their burniſh'd Shields, and flaming Arms I ſpy. il 
What God it was, unfriendly and unkind, 

I know not, that confus d my erring Mind: 
But, whilſt thro' Glooms and Solitudes I ſtray, 
And trace by Choice the unfrequented Way, 
Alas! Cakusa's loſt : nor could I tell, 

Whether by cruel Deſtiny ſhe fell, 


Or wander'd wide, or weary ſat her down: 


But to theſe Eyes no longer was She known. 
Nor once my Doubts the dear-lov'd Object ſought, 
Nor once reflected I that Chance in Thought, - [pl 


Original of this Comick Poet are Sufferers by | what ſhe had done for him, thro' the Power 
the Inaccuracy of the Editors. Tis plain, they | of her Magical Talents, I omit to tranſlate | 
ſhould be [ambicks; but Both of them are dif- them, becauſe they are only produc'd to aſcer- — ff 
mounted from their Metre. And yet how ea- | tain their Numbers, Neither Gerard Vaſſus, nor | ; 

| 
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fily are they to be reſtored to their right Feet | Scriverius, take the leaſt Notice of the Redun- 
Miſeram terrent me omnia, maris Sonitus, Scopuli, dancy in the laſt Verſe. The Word, which I 
Et Solitude, & Sanftitudo Apollinis. have included in Crotchets, undoubtedly, ought 
EE, f 5 to be thrown out, both as an Embarraſſment 
Nothing is more common with Editors, than f to the Senſe and Metre. 1 am convinced. it 
to tranſcribe, and paſs, every Paſlage as they | vas either the marginal Gloſs of ſome Learned | 
tind it, without the leaſt Trouble of Exami- Man, who meant by it to explain Segetis ar- | 
nation. Tt calls to my Mind another Fragment natæ manus: or it was a various Reading in 
from the Medæa of Ennius, where the Verſes ſome of the Copies, which ſubſtituted Virus in- 

are as evidently Jambicks, and yet the Second off ſtead of Mans, as the more intelligible Term Il 
them is ſuffer'd to run out to ſeven Feet in] Five hundred Faults, eſpecially in the Frag- | | | 
= 

| 


the printed Editions. | ments of the old Stage-Poets, might equally be 

Nen memoro, quod Draconis ſopivi impetum; | cured by a little Care and Examination. 

Nen, quod [viros] demavi & ſegetis armatæ t But to _ Eyes na longer was She knawn.] 
Ramus There is no Inconſiſtency in our Poet, as Ser- 


Medæa is undoubtedly reproaching Jaſen with vius remarks, upon this Head, Ancas never | | 
5 e ſaw 
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Till to th' Aſcent of Czrxs' antient Dome, 


The facred and appointed Seats, we come. 
All elſe arrive, her Houſhold, Husband, Son: 


Her Abſence 'tis, deceives our Hopes alone. 
What Man, what God, with raging Frenzy toſt, 


Did I not tax with dear CREUSA 


loſt ? 


Or what Diſaſter, midſt our Troy oerturn'd, 


Saw I more dreadful, or more deeply mourn'd ? 
Secreted in a Vale, whoſe Hollow lends Fs 

A curv'd Receſs, intruſted to my Friends, 

My Houſhold Gods I leave, and Sire, and Son 
And, ſheath'd in ſhining Armour, back I run: 


Bent to renew each Peril, TROY 


texplore, 


And riſque the Fury of the GREEES once more. 
Firſt to the Walls, and Gate thro' which I paſt, 


Oerſhadow d by the circling Gloom, I haſt : 


faw her afterwards; he only ſaw an Appa- 


rition of her. I have already quoted a beauti- 


ful Criticiſm of Monſicur de Segrais upon the 
Poet's Art with regard to Creuſa's being loſt. 
I'll take this Opportunity of extracting from 
him a very juſt Defence of our Author from an 
unreaſonable Cavil. Some had imputed it as a 
Fault, it ſeems, to Areas, that he took no 
more Care of his Wife: But Areas charges 
himſelf with the Care of his old Father, and 
infant Son, as the moſt weak and helplels 


Perſons; and he cautions his Wife to follow 


him, ſo as neither to be at his Heels, nor yet 
to quit Sight of him; that their Flight might 


be the more eaſily diſguiſed, and that he might 


the more eaſily ſuccour her upon Occaſion. 


She is loſt, becauſe he could not foreſee the 


Misfortune; nor look behind him, incumber'd } 


— — — — —8 — 


My 


| as he was with his Father on his Shoulders. 


Virgil has taken Care to prevent the Objection, 
by that great Judgment, which he ſhews upon 
every Emergency. It cannot be inferr'd, that 
A neas preferr'd his Father to his Wife, thro” 
a Want of Affection to her: That is anſwer'd 

by the great Care which he takes to recover 
her; and the great Dangers, which he runs 
thro', to that End. It is, beſides, a fine Stroke 
of Art in the Poet to make her ſay, That her 
Loſs, or Death, is not without the Appoint- 
ment of the Gods. It was deſtin'd to #neas, 
to go to /taly, and there to marry Lavinia: 
(for by this Alliance the Romans were to de- 
ſcend from the Trojans ) and therefore if Cre- 
uſa had not been properly diſpoſed of, ſhe muſt 
of Conſequence have been a Bar to that Match, 
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My former Steps obſervant trace, 


and ſpy 


Thro' ev'ry Quarter with a ſearching Eye. 


Repeated Horrors ev'ry where affright ; 

And dreadful's ev'n the Silence of the Night. 
Thence Home, if haply ſhe had wander'd there, 
She haply there had wander'd, I repair. 


* But plund'ring Gzzexs had fill'd each ſpatious Room, 


And eager Fires the high-rais d Roofs conſume. 


Driv'n by the Winds, the curling Flames ariſe, 


And the hot Tempeſt roars along the Skies. 


To Prram's Palace next I bend my Way, 


The ruin'd Dome, and mould'ring Tow'r ſurvey: 


* Where, in the ample Iſles of 


The dire ULvsszs, ſo the Lots ordain, 


u But ound ring GRrEEKs had far d each PR 
tious Room,] Virgil every where takes Pains to 
inculcate Sentiments of Piety, and that Confi- 
dence, which we ought to repoſe in the pro- 
tective Power of the Gods. This is not always 
done by a moral Maxim, that lays down the 
Law of Inftruction in direct and open Terms; 
but, by comparing one Paſſage with another, we 
may find, that he leaves Room for Imagination 
to work; and fo ſtrikes us the more power- 
fully from the Force of our own Diſcoveries. 
It will always be acknowledged one of the 
chief Arts of a Poet, as well as of an Orator, 
to conceal his Art. The Paſlage before us ſeems 
to me a fair Evidence of that Doctrine, which 
J have above hinted at, being thus tacitly in- 
forced. Venus, we may remember, had before 
told her Son, that unleſs her Providence had 
interpoſed, the Flames would have e'er then 


devour'd his Palace, and the Sword his Family: 


| Et, ni mea cura reſiſtat, 
Fer fammæ tulerint, inimicus & hauſerit enſis. | 


Juxo's Fane, 


And 


She had promiſed him the Continuance of her 
Protection; Nuſquam abero, &c. Accordingly, 
the Foe does not invade Anchiſes' s Palace, till 
Eneas and the whole Family are got off in 
Safety. The Goddeſs's Care was no farther 
uſeful, to preſerve a Pile, to which her Son 
was never to return, Her Protection was ſuf- 
ficiently accompliſh'd, in conducting his Fami- 
ly ſafe, before Danger could reach them. 


x Where, in the ample Iſles of JUNo's Fane, 
Servius remarks, that the Greeks lodged all theirs 
Spoils and Captives in the Temple of Juno, be- 
cauſe it was an Azylum, or Sanctuary, and 
therefore ſafe againſt either Murther or Robbe- 
ry. Perhaps, Ogilby may have given as good a 
Reaſon for what our Poet here mentions ; that 
it was according to the Military Cuſtom of ga- 
thering all the Prey together into one Place; by 
which the Victor pleas'd the Soldiers with the 
Sight of what their Labours had compaſſed. 
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And Proznix guard the Spoil : where, piled on hi gh, | 


In ſhining Heaps, the Trojan Treaſures lie, 
Snatch'd from the burning Shrines, their dread Abodes ; 
Goblets of Gold, and Tables of the Gods, 

And ravag'd Robes. Around, a num'rous Band, 


The captive Youths, and trembling Matrons, ſtand. - 


With clam'rous Voice, embolden'd by Deſpair, 


I fill the dusky Streets, and echoing Air: 


In frequent Calls Cxzusa's Name rebounds : 


But no CxEUSA anſwers to my Sounds. 


Thus as I mourn'd, and with inceſſant Pain 


Search'd ev'ry Dome, and travers'd ev'ry Lane ; 


Before me ſtood, far larger than the Life, ; 


The hapleſs Form, and Manzs of my Wife. 


In frequent Calls Crtvusa's Name rebounds 51 
The Diftreſs of Æuneas, in this perillous Incident, 


furniſhes out a fine Picture of Terror. Love 


gets the better here, as it does in moſt Caſes, 
of Prudence; and prompts #nzas to a Courſe, 
that might have been attended with his certain 
Deſtruction. I cannot fo well expatiate on my 
own Thoughts, as in the Words of the great 
SCALIGER. Profecto, me horror capit, àiq; eti- 
am quatit, ubi videre atq; audire videor, in no- 
fe, inter hoſtes, fortem ſimul, atg; pium Virum, 


etiam clampore, cariſſimam uxorem quærere. I 


<< proteſt, ſays he, Horror ſeizes me, and makes 
c me even tremble, when I fancy to myſelf, 
« that I ſee and hear as well a brave, as a 
« pious, Man, in the Midſt of Night, and in 
£ the Midſt of Enemies, ſeeking after a dear- 
„ beloved Wife, and venturing even to call a- 


4 Joud for her. 
xX Thetapleſs Form, and MAN ES of my IWife. ] 
The Apparition of Creuſa to her Husband, as 


the ingenious Monſicur de Segrais has obſerv'd, 
would have been but of little Conſequence, 


My 


were it only to report what was become of | 


herſelf: But, as the Dead ought to be more en- 


lighten'd than the Living, ſhe is indued with a 
Gift of Prophecy, or Foreknowledge, and opens 
to him a Part of his Deſtiny. Servins has 
clearly alluded to this Opinion, in his Com- 
ment upon the Beginning of Creuſa's Speech. 
Conſolatio eft + ſequitur etiam Divinatio, que ani- 
mis liberatis corpore conceditur. Unde etiam mo- 


| rientibus datur. Her Addreſs begins conſola- 


„ tory ; then follows a Divination, which is 
granted to Spirits once diſengag'd from the 
«© Body. From whence it is alſo allow'd to 
«© Perſons upon the Point of Dying.” This 
latter Opinion is finely touch'd by Dryden and 
Lee, in their Tragedy of the Duke of Guiſe - 

For Souls, juſt quitting Earth, peep into Heaven, + 


Make fwift Acquaintance with their kindred 


Forms, 

And Partners of immortal Secrets grow. 
cannot help ſubjoining an Obſervation, which 
we owe to the accurate Delicacy of Monſicur 
de Segrais. ** /Eneas, ſays he, relating this 

| | Prophecy 
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My Hair with Horror roſe; my falt ring Tongue, 


Mute with Amazement, to my Palate clung : 
When thus the Shade my finking Spirits chears, 
And breaths the Voice of Comfort to my Cares. 
Why, my dear Lord | indulge you thus in vain 
A mighty Woe ? Theſe Things the Gods ordain. 
Nor is it in your Lot, that you ſhould bear 


Cxxgvsa hence, your future Fate to ſhare. 
That Pleaſure to our Loves great Jovs denies ; 
He, the Imperial Ruler of the Skies. 


Long Exile, and a Waſt of Sea remains : 


At length you'll reach the fair Hz SPERIAN Plains. 
Where LyDTIAN TInER thro the fertile Soil 
Flows ſmooth along : There Joys ſhall crown your Toil ; 


A glorious Empire, and a royal Bride: 


Then be thy Tears for lov'd CREUsA dry'd. 


<« Prophecy of his Wife to Dido, thereby ines 
« forms her, that he was reſerv'd by Deſtiny 
« for the Bed of Lavinia; and ſo inforces the 
« Reaſons of his Obligation to quit Carthage.” 
Dido therefore betrays herſelf by an indiſcreet 
Paſſion, and is not beiray'd by any Perfidy of 
Entas. | 55 


A 22 and a real Bride] Servius 
has a ſhort Note upon this Paſſage, which, if. [ 
take his Meaning at all, ought to be cloſed with 
an Interrogation-Point. Cur ergo {Eneas horum 
non meminit, & conſidit in Thracia, & alus laces © 
There ſeems to be a latent Sarcaſm on the Con- 


duét of Virgil, in this Queſtion, Creuſa is very 


b No 


expreſs, that her Husband was deſtin'd to obtain 
a Kingdom, and Wife in Hay. How comes 
he not to remember This (the Commenta- 
tor would infer) but ſtays to build a Town 
in Thrace, and afterwards is for fixing his 
** Reſidence in Crete? I own, I am not pre- 
par'd in a fatisfaftory Anſwer, for our Author. 
One may ſay, however, Navigation in ne- 
4s Time was in a manner in its Infancy ; 


he did not know at all where [taly lay; fe- 


veral Incidents concurr'd to make his Deſtiny 
obſcure to him; and he was willing rather to 
ve determined by the Oracle, than to rely 
wholly on the Word he a Ghoſt. . = 


ind, have anticipated me in it. 


* 
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» No Servitude on me Diſhonour flings, 
Ally'd to Venus, ſprung from Dazpan Kings: 


No haughty Victor can theſe Hands conſtrain, 
Midſt Axcrvs Dames, to drag the captive Chain: 


Safe from their Pow'r, in theſe more bleſt Abodes, 
Kept by the mighty Mother of the Gods. 
And now, farewell! a Mother's Loſs repair, 
© And make our common Son thy ſingle Care. 

This ſaid, ſhe melted inſtant to the Wind, 
And left me to a Flood of Tears reſign e; 
Whilſt from my fad, o'er-burthen'd, Heart I ſtrove 


b No Servitude on me Diſhonour filings, ] I'll ven- 
ture to obſerve here upon the Art of the Poet, 
becauſe None of the Commentators, as I can 
He not on- 
ly makes Creuſa ſay many Things of Conſo- 
lation to her Husband; but with what Care 


does he preſerve and keep up the Dignity of 


ZEneas's Houſe !! She, who was the Daughter 
of Priam, and Daughter-in-ILLaw. to a. Goddeſs 
by her Marriage with Zneas, muſt not be ſub- 
jected to the Ignominy of Captivity, or forced 
to the Bed of a deſpotic Victor. It is not 
clear, whether in Fact ſhe was reſerved as a. 


Prieſteſs to Cybele, or whether ſhe: was dead. 
If the Latter, how allegorically is it couch'd, | 
and ſo as not to wound: abruptly. the Ears of | 
| 


a tender Husband ! Cybele, tis well known, 
was not only the Mother-Goddeſs, but Mother 
Earth; ſo that being detain'd by her, might 
ſignify, That ſhe was free from all future mor- 
tal Caſualties, and ſhould find a Grave in her 
native Earth. | 


] 


To breath the tend'reſt Sentiments of Love. 
2 Thrice I to claſp her well-known Form eſſay d; 
Thrice from my Arms the empty Phantom fled, 


Like 

And make our common Son thy ſingle Care.] 
This Recommendation of her Son to his Father's 
Love and Care is very affectionate and tender 
in Creuſa : and this laſt Requeſt was the more 
neceſſary, as ſhe knew her Husband was deſtin'd 
to take a Second Wife, and to have a new 
Brood of Children. Fulvius Urſinus has not 
mark d any Imitation made by our Poet, in this 
Paſſage. Alcgſtis, in the Tragedy of Euripides, 
which bears that Name, upon the Point of 
Death, recommends her Children, juſt in the 
ſame Manner, to her Husband Admetus, 


—— 4 
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v. 375. 
Dann Han receive. 
And. be a Mather to. them. in my Stead, © 


d Dries I to claſÞ her ꝛvell- nun Form ef- 
s] This as Marais and Fabi, Urſin 
| | have 


— — 
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Like Winds, or flitting Dreams. Thus ſpent the Night, 
I join the ſad Companions of my Flight. 5 
There, with Surprize, I find a num'rous Train 

Of new Aſſociates gather d on the Plain: | 
Men, Matrons, Youths (a wretched, mournful Herd!) 
Flocking in Crouds, for Baniſhment prepar d. 

With Minds reſolv'd, and all their Wealth, they come, 
O'er Seas to follow, till J fix their Home. is 
And now from Ipa's Top his orient Ray 

Bright Lucizzs advanc'd, and led the Day. 

The Grxcians Maſters of the Gates remain, 


And ev'ry Paſs: All Hopes of Aid are Vain. 


have Both obſerved, is litterally copied from 

| Homer, where Ulyſſes attempts to embrace the 

Ghoſt of his Mother. oO 
Tets wiv ipwppntlu, AA T% ws Fupds dez 
Tets % por 6% Xepav, THY dusN e, N Y GVeip@s 
”"ET]&].. Od. X. v. 204, &c. 


Thrice in my Arms I ſtrove her Shade to bind, 

Thrice thro my Arms ſhe ſlipt, like 11 
Wind, 7 

Or Dreams, the vain Mufiens of the Mind. 

| | Ar. Pope. 


e And now from Ip 's Top) This, ſays Ser- 
wins, is ſpoken according to the Perſuaſion of 
Thoſe, who, living near Mountains, think the 


Stars riſe and ſet there, from whence they ei- 


ther begin or ceaſe to be ſeen. I rather think, 
with Fulvius Urſinus, and Germanus, that our 
Poet had the Paſſage of Lucretius in his Eye, 
concerning the remarkable Riſe of the Sun 


from Mount Ida. 


Aut quia conveniunt ignes, & ſemina multa 
Confluere ardoris conſuerunt tempore certo,' 
' Dug faciunt Solis nova ſemper lumina ęigni. 
Juod genus Idæis fama eft t montibus altis 
Diſperſos igneis orienti lumine cerni: | 
Inde coire globum quasi in unum, & conficere 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


orbem. Lib. V. v. 659, &c. 


Yielding 
Or elſe becauſe the Fires, diſſolv'd at Night, 
There join again, and ſcatter vig'rous Light. 
Thus when the Morning Sun begins to riſe, 
Its Flames lie ſcatter'd der the Eaſtern Shies, 
Then gather to a Ball ; and This we view 
From Ida's Top, This Fame reports as true. 
| | Mr . Cr eech. 


This is farther explain'd by Diederse Manie 


XVII. ch. 1. ** A Thing alſo very won» 
derful and remarkable is aſcribed to this Place : 
For, at the riſing of the Dog-Star, there is 
ſuch a Serenity and Calmneſs of the Air 
upon the Top of the Mount, as if it were 
there above all Storms and Winds : and then 
even at Midnight the Sun ſeems to riſe, ſo 
as that its Rays appear not in a circular 
Form, but caſts abroad Flames of Fire here 
and there at a great Diſtance ; ſo that it 
ſeems as if Flakes of Fire in ſeveral Places 
overſpread the Earth : which within a little 
While after are contracted into one Body, 
till they come to the Quantity of three Ple- 
thras (or, Three hundred Foot.) At length, 
when Day is at hand, there appears as it 
were the compleat Body of the Sun enlight- 
ening the Air, as it uſes to do at other 
Times. 
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Vielding to Fate, reluctant I retire ; 8 : . 


; And up the Mountain bear my helpleſs Sire. 


f And up the Mountain bear my belpl. b 53 


There could not be a more e Pauſe in | 


Art or Nature, for the Diviſion of Afneas's| 
Narrative, than Virgil has made Uſe of. This 
Second Book contaihs.alF the Miſeries of the laſt 
fatal Night of the War, to the Departure of Æneas 
from Troy. The ſubſequent Book takes in a Sum- 
mary of his Adventures in his Voyage, to his being 
thrown on Dide's Coaſt. Caftelvetro, a Critick| 
of great Severity, tho* of great Learning, has im- 

ch'd Virgil of a wrong Conduct in making a 
Dir viſion at all; and in following the Example | 
of Homer, who divides Des Narrative to Alcinous 
into four Books, 7! quale 2 flato ſeguito da Vir- 


oa 6-4 e fatta in una fiata in una ſera, *© 
he, was praQtifed afterwards by Virgil, 
6 hs not knowing for why, but ſimply re- 


« garding Example, which having before his 


ED 


—_ 


"1 


ers Fei 


1 


6 Eyes: he thought to be good, has divided the 
Narrative before Dido of Afneas's Travels 
“into two Books, notwithſtandirig it was made 
5 all at once, and in one Evening.” Sure, 
this Italian is both too rigid, and-untefleting 
in this Aſſertion. Beſides the neceſfary Reit 
to the Readers in a Matter of ſo much Length, 
(for Æneas delivers no leſs than upwards of 
eight hundred Hexameters in this Second Book; 
which, emphatically pronounced, will fill u up 
the Space of ſome Hours:) The Poet tells us, 
at the Cloſe of the Firſt Book, that Dido, af- 
ter her Entertainment, ſpun- out the Night in a 
Number of Enquiries, about Priam, and Hector, 
Memnon, Diomede, and Achilles. Theſe were 


plicemente all ia, che havendo davanti cre- Points, that could not be ſolved under ſome 
| deva buono, diviſe Narratione  Enea appreſſo Space of Time: after this, ſhe- demands a for- 
| Wr de furs Errori in due Libri, non. gane mal Proceſs of the Deſtruction of Troy When 
his, he begins it, we find it was upon the Verge - 


of Morning : fuadentq; cadentia Sidera Somnis 8 
How then could the Subſtance of the two 
Books be abſolved in a _ Converlation ? 
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